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Book Title: The Story of Greece and Rome
Author:  Tony Spawforth

Published: November 6, 2018
Publisher: Yale University Press

The extraordinary story of the intermingled civiliza-
tions of ancient Greece and Rome, spanning more than
six millennia from the late Bronze Age to the seventh
century.

The magnificent civilization created by the ancient
Greeks and Romans is the greatest legacy of the classical
world. However, narratives about the “civilized” Greek and
Roman empires resisting the barbarians at the gate are
far from accurate. Tony Spawforth, an esteemed scholar,
author, and media contributor, follows the thread of civ-
ilization through more than six millennia of history. His
story reveals that Greek and Roman civilization, to vary-
ing degrees, was supremely and surprisingly receptive to
external influences, particularly from the East.

From the rise of the Mycenaean world of the six-
teenth century B.C., Spawforth traces a path through the
ancient Aegean to the zenith of the Hellenic state and the

STORY OF
GREECE

AND

ROME

TONY SPAWFORTH

‘InBoremed, mnformative and tharoughly rjoyable . & hook that brings
s past hack o life) Peter Prankopan, authar of Thi Silk Roady

rise of the Roman empire, the coming of Christianity and
the consequences of the first caliphate. Deeply informed,
provocative, and entirely fresh, this is the first and only
accessible work that tells the extraordinary story of the
classical world in its entirety.

About the Author

Tony Spawforth is emeritus professor of ancient history at Newcastle University, presenter of
eight archaeological documentaries in the “Ancient Voices” series on BBC2, and author of numerous
books, including Greece and the Augustan Cultural Revolution. He lives in Brighton, UK.
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What the UAE has achieved in a few decades makes me sure that
it will not only reach the planet of Mars but will go farther beyond

Third: potable water. Mr. Dyet
said potable water was a huge prob-
lem for the population. Groundwater
was only available in the coastal are-
as where people and animals would
drink from it, but it was very scarce in
the interior areas. We used to clean
our hands with sand, and when |
told my friends in Britain, they were
shocked in disbelief.

People would buy their needs,
which were scant. No extravagance
or waste. In weddings, which would
usually be on Thursdays, people
would wear the most beautiful dress-
es. On the next day, there would be
a camel race. Sheikh Zayed (may God
rest his soul in peace) would share
people their joys and perform folk
dances with them in order to bring
delight and happiness to their souls.
So, the late sheikh Zayed (may God
rest his soul in peace) was factually
the first“minister for happiness”, even
before the establishment of the UAE.

Fourth: transportation. Walking
was the main means of transport,
which was healthy. This is why dis-
eases we see today, such as diabetes
and obesity, were not known then.
Today, almost 18 to 20% of the popu-
lation are affected by these diseases.
Those who had a donkey or a camel
were considered fortunate. Traveling
from Al Ain to Abu Dhabi would take
about two days, but when Land Rov-
er and Bedford were introduced, that
travel time was cut to a few hours.

Life was characterized by simplicity and difficulty at the ~ Watering methods in the old city
same time of Al Ain

With the introduction of modern
cars, it became less than two hours. In
the future, it may become a few min-
utes when flying cars start operating
between Abu Dhabi and Dubai.

Mr. Dyet added that anyone driv-
ing a Land Rover or Bedford had to be
well-versed in car mechanics and had
to fix the car if it broke down in the
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desert. There were no fixed or mo-
bile telephones to seek help, and the
driver had to bring with him enough
drinking water in a goatskin water
carrier.

Fifth: education. The lecturer
said that “yesterday | was listening
to the radio and heard that the UAE

PP

Qindeel Printing, Publishing and Distribution will publish Mr.
Dyet’s autobiography and memories of his early days in Al Ain

has moved to highly-advanced ed-
ucation. | immediately started to
compare between the past and now.
In the past, education was modest,
then schools developed and the late
sheikh Zayed (may God rest his soul
in peace) established the UAE Uni-
versity in Al Ain. Today we are talking
about advanced higher education
which only advanced countries talk
about”

He said that in the 1960s and the
following years, there were no medi-
cal services in a modern sense. There
was malaria which was permanently
eradicated in 2005. There was a Brit-
ish Scouts’ clinic in Maziyad area in
Al Ain. Since | had learned enough
about first aid during my service in
the army, | was allowed to provide
some simple medical treatment to
residents. However, when a case is
critical or difficult, | would transfer it

Jamal bin Huwaireb handing the JBHSC's trophy to Nick Cochrane-Dyet

(by a Land Rover) to the clinic in Ma-
zyad.

Mr. Dyet talked about recreation-
al places for expatriates saying they
were very rare, but the late Sheikh

F |

And old gas station, a scene dating back to the beginnings of the city formation

Tahnoon bin Sultan (may God rest his
soul in peace) gave the British a spe-
cial boating area on the coast of Abu
Dhabi, away from others.

He said that August 6, 1966 was a
watershed day. It was the day when
the late Sheikh Zayed (may God rest
his soul in peace) moved from Al Ain
to Abu Dhabi; the day of accession
which the UAE people reap its fruits
today, tomorrow and in the future.

At the end of the lecture, a long
dialogue took place between the
lecturer and the audience, with ac-
tive participation from Jamal Bin Hu-
waireb, Dr. Shihab Ghanim, Rashad
Bukhash, Reem Al-Kamali and Rashid
Hashim, among others.

Orbits & Inscriptions 11



Salad Days around Al Ain

Cochrane Dyet:

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
had achieved leadership and happiness

for the UAE

A group photo featuring Jamal bin Huwaireb, Nick Cochrane-Dyet and some attendees

Dubai-Exclusive

The British Advisor, Expert and
Researcher Mr. Nick Cochrane-Dyet
asserted that the late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan (may God rest
his soul in peace) had truly achieved
leadership and happiness for the
UAE, and that the unimaginable de-
velopment we see today in every
aspect of life is but the fruit of what
Sheikh Zayed of Goodness had sown.

In a session, titled “My Salad Days

around Al Ain", organized on Sunday
by Jamal Bin Huwaireb Center for
Studies in the context of its season-
al cultural program, Mr. Dyet said,
“What the UAE has achieved in a few
decades makes me sure that it will
not only reach the planet of Mars, but
will go far beyond”. He added that
Sheikh Zayed was the first “minister”
of happiness; he was indeed the trail-
blazer of leadership and happiness
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in the country since the 1960s - dec-
ades ago before the appointment of
a minister for happiness. Snice then,
he had been seeking to achieve
happiness for his people and their
leadership in education Health and
a high standard of living as much as
he could. The late Sheikh Zayed (may
God rest his soul in peace) was also
the first minister of tolerance, not
only in the Gulf region but probably

PP

Jamal Bin Huwaireb: Our lecturer has lived among us since the 1960s and now he is
seeing the days of opulence and prosperity envisioned and brought to being by Zayed

also in the entire world. He was the
first ever to open the “St. Andrews”
church in 1968.

The consultant Jamal bin Hu-
waireb, the Director of the Center,
introduced the lecturer in a huge
presence of intellectuals and media
professionals.

Bin Huwaireb said that our lectur-
er today is a British personality, who
has lived among us since the 1960s.
He has witnessed the days of our
poverty, when he was not more than
6 years of age. He came to the city of
Al Ain in 1965 with his father, who
was an officer in the “Trucial Oman
Scouts” where they lived in Al-Jahili
Fort. And today he is seeing the days
of affluence and prosperity enjoyed
by the people of the United Arab
Emirates, all thanks to the wise and
prudent leadership established by
the late Sheikh Zayed (may God rest
his soul in peace) from the first days
of the formation of the country. Now
here are the sons of Zayed holding
high the banner, marching forward
to complete the journey with full re-
solve and determination.

Mr. Cochrane-Dyet highlighted
four key scenes he saw firsthand in Al
Ain in the 1960s, with photographs
supporting his recount of those days.

First: the way of living. he said
people lived in huts made of palm
fronds or old tents pegged in the
sand. There were no roads or pota-
ble water. There were no buildings

Sheikh Zayed during the opening of the first church as a symbol of tolerance and coexistence

or houses, and those who lived in a
good tent were considered wealthy.
I personally slept in good tents made
of a collection of fabrics. Garments
(Kandoras) and clean, white ironed
Dishdashas were not known to any in
those times.

Second: the way of life. He said

life then was very different from what
we think and see today. Hardship
was immense. Fathers and forefa-
thers exerted great efforts to reach
this stage of development and pro-
gress and the abundance you are
enjoying today; all thanks to the late
Sheikh Zayed (may God rest his soul
in peace).

Orbits & Inscriptions 9



The Founder’s Memorial

An innovative art adjoining Pleiades

Abu Dhabi - special

Established in 2108, the Found-
er'’s Memorial is a permanent na-
tional tribute dedicated to com-
memorating the life, legacy and
values of the late Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan Al Nahyan, the founding fa-
ther of the UAE. The establishment
coincided with the commence-
ment of the Year of Zayed, declared
by UAE President H.H. Sheikh Khal-
ifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan to mark
100 years since the birth of Sheikh
Zayed.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme
Commander of the UAE Armed Forc-
es, has adopted the official name of
the memorial ' The Founder’s Memo-
rial’ to commemorate the life of the
late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahy-
an, his sublime principles, visions, no-
ble values and great achievements.
The inauguration of The Founder’s
Memorial took place on the 26th of
February, 2018 through the unveiling
of the centrepiece of The Founder’s
Memorial; The Constellation.

Cultural Destination

Located at intersection of the
first and second streets along Cor-
niche Rd in Abu Dhabi, The Founder’s
Memorial is a national and cultural
destination for citizens, residents
and visitors, with green spaces of the
site that extends over 3.3 hectares. It

An overview of the Memorial from inside

includes trees, seedlings and plants
that form part of the natural envi-
ronment of the United Arab Emirates
and the Arabian Peninsula. An elevat-
ed walkway encircles the site, offer-
ing captivating views of the artwork
and the Abu Dhabi skyline .

The Founder's Memorial al-
lowsyouto learn about Sheikh
Zayed through art, nature, words,
stories, and multimedia experiences,
while offering visitors a range of per-
sonal encounters with the late Sheikh

de

It celebrates Zayed's principles,
his vision and achievements on
both the UAE and the world
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Zayed, further enabling people to
gain a deeper understanding of
the vast influence he had on both the
UAE and the world.

There is also an opportunity to
test multimedia-based experiments
that shed light on the life, legacy
and values of the late Sheikh Zayed
through rarely-seen footage, person-
al stories, articles and interviews with
those who knew and loved Sheikh
Zayed. This state-of-the-art multi-
media experience also features a
number of Sheikh Zayed Encounters,
screened, that give you the chance
to listen to rare recordings of Sheikh
Zayed, may God have mercy on him,
contemplate his words and explore
the principles and causes he cham-
pioned.

PP

An artwork decorating Abu Dhabi Corniche and a cultural
destination for visitors from all over the world

Art and dynamic

The centrepiece of The Founder’s
Memorial is a monumental public
artwork named The Constellation, a
dynamic three-dimensional portrait
of the late Sheikh Zayed that can be
experienced differently from multi-
ple viewing points around the me-
morial. At night, the shapes of The
Constellation shine like stars, evoking
the timelessness of Sheikh Zayed's
vision as a guiding light for the UAE
people.

In keeping with Sheikh Zayed’s
love of nature, and commitment to
the preservation of local flora and
fauna, the memorial is planted with
many plants and trees indigenous to
the Arabian Peninsula.

In the Heritage Garden, you
will discover a range of local plants
known in the UAE for their traditional
uses, including Desert Cotton, Hen-
na, Suwac (Toothbrush Tree), Carralu-
ma and Harmal.

A night view of the Memorial lit by the Constellation

Ghaf and Sidr trees provide mo-
ments of reflection under their cool
shade throughout the Sanctuary
Garden, which encircles The Con-
stellation Pavilion. Across the me-
morial site, you will find a variety of
other tree species

The Memorial scene in Abu Dhabi

including Nakhl
(Date Palm), Fitneh
(Sweet Acacia), and
Samr (Umbrella
Thorn Acacia).
Near the Sanc-
tuary Garden, you
will find a water
feature inspired by
the ancient falaj
irrigation  system
used by the peo-
ple of the Arabian

Peninsula and further developed by
Sheikh  Zayed.

An elevated walkway encircles
the site, offering captivating views
of the artwork and the Abu Dhabi
skyline. The path is punctuated with
quotes by Sheikh Zayed, offering a
space for quiet contemplation of his
wisdom, inspiring future Emirati gen-
erations and forming a compass that
guides them towards the path of pro-
gress and development.

Every visit to The Founder’s Me-
morial is an immersive journey of
discovery. You will experience a se-
ries of uniquely personal encounters
with Sheikh Zayed, the man and the
leader, exploring his life and legacy
and the various facets of his visionary
leadership.
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Photo Archive

Rare Old Photos

#x Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan delivering a speech
after becoming the ruler of
Abu Dhabi on 6 August 1966

#¢ Sheikh Zayed ac-
companied by Sheikh
Rashid with the last
British political resi-
dent in the Gulf, Sir
Geoffrey Arthur during
signing the Treaty of
Friendship on 2 De-
cember 1971.

»% Sheikh Zayed and Sheikh Rashid, may their souls rest
in peace, during a meeting on 18 February 1968; the
partnership between them was the cornerstone for the
success of the Union.
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x+ Sheikh Zayed and Sheikh Rashid surrounded by the rul- =+ Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
ers of Sharjah, Ajman, Fujairah and Umm Al Quwain and the  examining the new UAE flag in 1971
Crown Prince of Umm Al Quwain after declaring the Union  with Saif Ghobash.

of the UAE.

#¢  Sheikh Zayed
and Sheikh Rashid
with their brothers
the rulers of the
UAE at the meet-
ing of the Supreme
Council of the Un-
ion after Ras Al
Khaimah  joined
the Union in Febru-
ary 1972.
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Zayed .. Immortal in Our Hearts

I am not talking about legendary men who lived in the past centuries. | am talk-
ing about a great man of our time. A great man we knew, listened to and had the
honor of sitting with him and being blessed with the fruits of his unparalleled
achievements.

This is our father and immortal leader who united the United Arab Emirates with his
brothers the members of the Supreme Council and built its modern civilization; Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan bin Zayed Al Nahyan, may God have mercy on him, and reward him on our

L]
& ] behalf and the whole nation.
|t
Jamal Bin Huwaireb Alegendary man, unprecedented in the history of humanity in recent times. A man who
Chief Editor

was loved by people from far and wide, and who was famous for his incredible generosity,
tenderness and sympathy for the poor and vulnerable people across the globe.

He spent money without fearing poverty in hard times when he only had a little of it. He tirelessly continued to
give, trusting that God will support and please in hard times when he only had a little of it.

When God granted Sheikh Zayed the treasures of the earth; the enormous oil revenues, e embarked on a
rapid development process of the emerging emirate of Abu Dhabi in every way. Then he looked at the adjacent
emirates, and established with his brother, Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed, the largest and bravest union that was sur-
rounded by many risks. Nevertheless, the two men were efficient to overcome them and to continue the journey
of development and giving.

| once asked His Highness Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed - may God protect him - at the beginning of his work with
his father: What are the daily orders of Sheikh Zayed? He said to me: “Give, pay, build, plant, grant, and do everything
relating to building, mercy, tenderness and compassion that helps people in their lives and ensures their well-being
inside and outside the state” Then | went out praying for Sheikh Zayed. And now that he passed away | always suppli-
cate: O God! have mercy on Sheikh Zayed, accept him in Your kingdom and reward him on our behalf and bless his
descendants Amen.

So | will convey to you, dears, a little bit about the words of some politicians and travellers about the personality
of Sheikh Zayed in his youth. The famous traveller Wilfred Thesiger said when he met Sheikh Zayed in 1946:" He is very
sturdy, his countenance discloses intelligence. From the first impression you find that he is a calm person who has the
ability and competence. | was very impressed by the meeting with Zayed, whose popularity among the Bedouins has
spread for the simplicity of his informal actions and for his cordiality.” The British actor Boystad said: “| was amazed by
Zayed's extraordinary generosity and the great crowds that surround him, as if he were a saint. He speaks nicely and is
very munificent, sociable, friendly and cheerful ".

In Zayed's memory we shed our tears on his departure, but it is a memory and a symbol of giving, and therefore, His
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, may God protect him said,’ Zayed continues to inspire us with
endless humanitarian works, we have been loved by many of the people of the world because of him, may God have
mercy on him. He is a historic leader with a broad humanitarian outlook which won him a special international status.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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