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Located approximately 13 km west of Fujairah, Al Bithnah is one of the
villages overlooking Wadi Ham that extends from Fujairah to Wadi Siji

inside it there is a fortress or, so to speak, a
rectangular tower that is the same shape
as a fortress. This fortress is on the top
of the hill and has a group of rooms that
were used for family housing and some
acts of governance.

Al Badiyah towers
and Mosque

Towers, like castles and forts, are his-
torical buildings bequeathed by grand-
fathers. In the first place, they differ from
castles and forts in that they were built
outside the residential area, and their
most important role is warning. Also, they
are not as large as castles and fortresses,
but perhaps as big as a tower of a fortress
or castle, and they vary in their overall de-
fense duties.

Towers usually consist of one ca-
hamber at different levels according to
the height, with a ladder connecting
the rooms together. The roof is the most
important part through which all move-
ments within sight are monitored and

The ancestors showed great skill to bring out the building in its
final shape using materials extracted from the ground

Ohala Fort, Fujairah ~ Modern restoration to preserve these castles and forts

therefore precautions are taken according
to the interpretation of the movements
seen from a distance. At the time of dan-
ger they used to make warning sounds,
and after the invention of gunpowder
they replaced the sounds with shots of
guns or a small cannon that give a mes-
sage according to their number. Also, fire
in ancient times gave the same messag-
es according to the interpretation of the
shape of the fire and its smoke emanating
from one of the towers.

Seven kilometres north of Khor Fak-
kan lies a historic vil-
lage, with its archaeo-
logical sites covering
large periods of histo-
ry. Its most important
and famous location
is Al Badiyah Mosque,
which until this year
holds the banner of the
oldest mosques in the
country. However, an-
other discovery on the
land of the UAE, specif-
ically the city of Al Ain,
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revealed the foundations of a mosque
much older than Al Badiyah Mosque. Ac-
cording to scholars, this mosque dates
back to Abbasid reign; more than a thou-
sand years as a preliminary date, while Al
Badiyah Mosque dates back to five centu-
ries at the latest.

The mosque in addition to two towers
only remained from a number of towers
that were guarding and watching the east-
ern shore on one hand and the valleys of
the mountains on the other. Over the stone
hill, which was used even during the stone
ages, you can clearly see the remains of
the settlements of these ages a few meters
behind the two towers. These towers were
built like the rest of the defence buildings
in the entire Eastern region from the avail-
able resources of nature. The stone gives
towers the advantage of hardness unlike
other fragile materials, thus it held up and
did its part. Some of these buildings re-
mained to tell us some of the stories of the
struggle of defending the land, and to tell
the future generations to be faithful to the
nation’s trust.

*Historical Research
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A magisterial, myth-dispelling history of Islamic Spain
spanning the millennium between the founding of Islam
in the seventh century and the final expulsion of Spain’s
Muslims in the seventeenth.

In Kingdoms of Faith, award-winning historian Brian
A. Catlos rewrites the history of Islamic Spain from the
ground up, evoking the cultural splendor of al-Andalus,
while offering an authoritative new interpretation of the
forces that shaped it.

Prior accounts have portrayed Islamic Spain as a par-
adise of enlightened tolerance or the site where civiliza-
tions clashed. Catlos taps a wide array of primary sources
to paint a more complex portrait, showing how Muslims,
Christians, and Jews together built a sophisticated civili-
zation that transformed the Western world, even as they
waged relentless war against each other and their coreli-
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gionists. Religion was often the language of conflict, but
seldom its cause--a lesson we would do well to learn in
our own time.

About the Author
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cas, the Middle East, North Africa and Asia before completing his PhD (Medieval
Studies, Toronto) and joining the History Department at the University of Califor-
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I have never hesitated to stop in order to recall the stories and tales related
to Fujairah Fort, such as the memoir of Portuguese Alfredo Albuquerque

of rooms for various purposes, including
rooms used as stores for food supplies,
and chambers for hosting or sleeping.

Fujairah Fort..
Fort of Al Sharqi family

It is the largest and most important
building in Fujairah, and was the seat of
government until the beginning of the
last century. It is located in the interior,
two kilometers from the coast.

It is built on a small hill that rises
about twenty meters, giving it a defen-
sive advantage, where the hill increases
its total height. Radiocarbon dating has
identified the date of the construction to
be around 1500-1550 AD. Thus, it retains
a history dating back more than five hun-
dred years and attests to the long-stand-
ing attachment of the ancestors to their
land, where they encountered many
tribulations from the oppressive peoples
of the East and the West. It was under
attack as documented by written Portu-
guese notes. It once stood and suffered
some destruction once and was rebuilt
between 1650 and 1700 AD. During the

The exterior shape of the fort and its internal composition
are the result of a mixture of accumulated experience.

Fujairah Fort is the largest building in the area, founded in majesty on a hilltop

reign of Mohammed ibn Matar al-Sharqi,
who ruled between 1803 and 1808, there
were some reforms and additions, espe-
cially since the ambitions were directed,
entirely, towards the Gulf and the Arabian
Peninsula since the beginning of the nine-
teenth century when the desert began to
reveal its underground treasures.

Al-Bithnah Fort

A large and attractive castle with its
two large towers and strong cohesive
structrue. It was probably built around
a large rock because the middle part is
higher than the rest of the build-
ing and thus it connects the en-
trance directly to the top where
the castle hall is located. Located
approximately 13 km west of
Fujairah, Al Bithnah is one of the
villages overlooking Wadi Ham
that extends from Fujairah to
Wadi Siji across Al-Hajar Moun-
tains range. The fort dates back
to about 1735, and like other
castles and forts, archaeological
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sites and monuments dating to the 2nd
and 1st centuries BC were discovered
around it. Other sites have also been dis-
covered that denote to the Islamic era,
most notably the site of the fort itself. |
went to the fort and | was attracted by the
outer room that was used to make molas-
ses. To the right of the room, directly after
three steps, there is the only entrance to
castle, which leads to a reception room.
Just behind it there is a stairway to climb
up to the high fort hall, which was prob-
ably built above a rock as | mentioned
earlier. The upper part of the fort is divid-
ed between the two towers, observation
and defense terraces, two large chambers,
and walls with dozens of embrasures that
were used to observe and pass muzzles
to be aimed at the attacking enemies.
From the same embrasures, now you can
see the view of the valley, its palms and
blooming trees, which the gardens of the
Al-Bithnah have enjoyed since ancient
times. This was revealed by the French
and Swiss foreign missions, which discov-
ered archaeological sites in Al-Bithnah

A castle, fort, tower, and square, are multiple descriptions of the buildings through
which our ancestors gave us, in finer detail, an idea about their identity and their
unique environmental and local arts

dating back to the third millennium BC.

Masafi Fort

Al Aflaj Castle, as was associated
with my imagination, is the only fortress
among others, whose outer wall has an
old natural falaj, not a well. AL Aflaj is an
ancient irrigation system especially in the
Arabian Gulf, particularly in the eastern
regions. It is a network of underground
canals that avoid exposure to the strong
desert sun, and thus, avoid rapid evapo-
ration. The fort is also characterized by
the existence of a mosque adjacent to the
wall, built with the same environmental
materials, and has a separate entrance to
the fort from the inside. Masafi is located
30 kilometers west of one of the roads
leading to Dubai. Archaeological studies
estimate it to be about 500 years old, but
the presence of Aflaj might make it more
ancient; perhaps it was built above the ru-
ins of an older fort.

Ohala Fort

A small fort with one tower that is
considered the highest and safest place in
the fort as a whole. The fort has an exteri-
or wall distinct from the rest of the forts, in
its width and the presence of embrasures
for guns and observation at the opposite
side of the main entrance. It is one of the
forts that one can see foundations from
the Iron Age in its area, and this is more
than sufficient evidence that Ohala have
existed for thousands of years. The place
of the fort was not chosen by coincidence
but it was the continuity of grandpar-
ents’ choice after their long experience to

R e,

Bithnah Fort

Al Badiyah historic Mosque

Internal stairways in Al- Bithnah Fort, Fujairah

Architectural arts and embrasures for
monitoring and defence

choose the optimal location of the fort so
they can control the valley behind it.

Ohala refers to wet and boggy lands,
where rainfall increases in the UAE areas
adjacent to Oman as a whole and where
most of the areas are transformed into a
rainwater scene that makes it difficult to
walk because of the mud resulted from
mixing water with boggy ground. Ohala
is about 25 km away from Fujairah, to the
south, and there are two roads to reach it,
the first is Fujairah-Al Hayl Road, and the
other is Kalba Road.

The most important monument in
this fort is the remains of the ancient foun-
dations of a castle that was in the same
place in the Stone Age, then the outer ma-
jlis, which is a complete building restored
recently. The outer majlis is different from
the rest of the rooms and sections of the

fort in terms of precedence and that it is
the only part outside the fort wall.

Al Hayl Castle

Al Hayl Castle is about 15 kilometers
south-west of Fujairah in Al Hayl area
within its famous valley Wadi Hayl. For me,
it was one of the experiences | would rec-
ommend to those who would like to visit
a place where nature is intertwined with
history. The mountains isolate this place
as a shell isolates its pearl.

You also see some archaeological
sites that are still waiting for exploration
and research to tell its story and the sto-
ry of its inhabitants. The most important
building in the neighborhood is the
house and square of the governor, which
dates back to the year 1830 AD. It consists
of a courtyard surrounded by a wall and

Orbits & Inscriptions 13



Castles and Fortresses in the UAE

A Tour in Fujairah Forts

A castle, or a fort, is a defensive system used
by most peoples since ancient times that gradual-
ly evolved through the centuries until the begin-
ning of the previous century. This construction
system is a defensive trick, now forgotten and
obsolete due to development, where the castles
and forts are futile in front of the varied modern
means of attack, especially air attack. Moreover,
castles were neglected as an effective pattern for
defeding the land, and peoples turned into dif-
ferenet modern defense systems. Castles and forts have turned into a her-
itage of the past, telling stories of struggle and steadfastness against any
aggressor who tried to occupy lands or conquer peoples.

Mohamed Al Tadawy *

In the Arabian Peninsula, Arabs built  honour, supplies and wealth, even if they
castles and forts to defend their land,  were limited or varied from one region to

Fujairah Fort

another. In addition to the development
of attack methods, this approach led to
the development of Arabs’ defensive
mentality and they developed the de-
fense structure as needed. Arabs built a
larger yard inside the fort as population
increased, and sporadic towers inspired
by their experience, to avoid sudden
attacks and for monitoring and surveil-
lance giving the advantage of preparing
for danger before it occurs. Neighbouring
countries benefited the Arabs’experience,
who also benifited from their neighbours
to develop their defense system of the
castle, fort or tower. Thus castles were
similar in some areas and varied in others,

to defend their land, honour, supplies and wealth

’ ’ Like other peoples, Arabs built castles and forts

as needed and according to the available
natural materials; mountain areas were dif-
ferent from plains.

In this article, | would like to give a
brief idea of the castles and fortresses of
the Arabian Peninsula, beginning with
the United Arab Emirates, specifically Fu-
jairah. Of course, like all the countries that
| wrote about, | visited and verified their
stories and dates. My trip to Fujairah was
to visit and then study its castles and for-
tresses as the beginning of a long road
where | speak and describe Arab castles
and fortresses.

Fujairah fortresses

Fujairah is the only Emirate that is
entirely located on the Gulf of Oman. Like
other Emirates, it built castles, fortresses
and towers, as needed, to protect and de-
fend the land, honour, and wealth. Fujairah
Fort is the most importance, with the fore-
most and largest population and for being
the headquarters of its rulers until recently.

| visited all Fujairah'’s forts and exam-
ined their details. Then | came back once
to some castles and more times to others,
perhaps because | was associated with
them due to mentioning an incident or a
historical account. Of the six forts, Fujairah
Fort was ranked first for several reasons,
as | mentioned, and also because of its lo-
cation in an accessible area.

Owing to this easiness, my visits were
frequent; more than once and at different
times. Even when | was on my way to oth-
er areas, | have never hesitated to stop, at
least for half an hour, in order

to recall the stories and tales related

The most important thing in choosing a castle, tower or fort is to select the best strategic location

to Fujairah Fort, such as the memoir of
Portuguese Alfredo Albuquerque and
linking the course of events with some
areas and forts.

The most important factor in choos-
ing a castle, tower or fort is to select the
best strategic location in the area pro-
viding the visitor with a wide angle per-
spective of the area it mediates and over-
looks. In the past, such strategic location
gave forts - like Fujairah Fort, Masafi Fort,
Bithnah Fort, Al Hayl Castle, Ohala Fort and
Al Badiyah towers - the ability to monitor.

A castle, fort, tower, and square, are
multiple descriptions of the buildings
through which our ancestors gave us, in
finer detail, an idea about their identity
and their unique environmental and local
arts. The outer shape of the fortress and
its internal structure are the result of a
mixture of accumulated experiences that
were learned by our ancestors who taught
the following generations building arts in
the desert and mountain environment.

Ancestors showed great skill to
bring out the building in its final shape.
The landowner extracted materials from
his surroundings, using stone, sand and
gravel, combining them with other com-
ponents, and forming a mix resistant to
the factors of demolition and erosion.
Dry grass residues, tree trunks, palm
fronds and tree branches were also used
to build and set up castles to be safe shel-
ter against the continuous attack on our
peaceful land for centuries. There is no
doubt that peace has kept them away
from historical conflicts, making the re-
gion absent from war scene and little
mentioned in the old news.

A castle or fort has indispensable com-
ponents; the well or the source of water,
the most important condition of the cas-
tle or fort, which protects people against
the threats: water is the main source of
survival. Forts usually consist of an inter-
nal courtyard that is sufficiently large for
the population, and also have a number

10 Issue No. 11 - December / January 2019

Orbits & Inscriptions 11



-

k-
vo
s

g2
=
=
Vv

Commemorative Coins

Commemorative Coins Issued by the Currency Board

G

On the occasion of the Fifth Anniversary of the UAE National Day, the Currency Board issued two coins.

® o

Category | Category Il
Issued in 1976. The Currency Board issued a com- Issued in 1976. The Currency Board issued a com-
memorative about 12,500 40-gram gold coins, the val- memorative 20-gram gold coins, the value of each was
ue of each was AED 1000. The coin was issued to mark AED 500. The coin was issued to mark the celebration
the celebration of the Fifth Anniversary of the UAE Na- of the Fifth Anniversary of the UAE National Day.

tional Day.

Issued Currency by the Central Bank of the UAE (CBUAE)

The Central Bank of the UAE (CBUAE) issued many commemorative coins in commemoration of the anniversary
of the Founders, major enterprises and events organized by the Government. The following are examples of
these coins taken from the book by Dr. Motaz Othman:

Nickel-Copper coin:

Issued in 1984 to mark the advent of the fifteenth Hijri cen-
tury. It is a current commemorative coin, weighing 14.25 grams,
with the value of AED 5. 200,000 pieces of this coin were issued.

Nickel-Copper coin:

Issued in 1987 on the occasion of the 27th Chess Olympiad
Session in Dubai in 1986. It is a current commemorative coin,
weighing 11.31 grams, with the value of AED 1. 200,000 pieces
of this coin were issued.
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Nickel-Copper coin:

Issued in 1987 to mark the 25th Anniversary of exporting the
first oil shipment from the sea oilfields in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.
It is a current commemorative coin, weighing 11.31 grams, with
the value of AED 1. 200,000 pieces of this coin were issued.

Nickel-Copper coin:

Issued in 1987 to mark the 10th Anniversary of the Founda-
tion of the UAE University. It is a current commemorative coin,
weighing 11.31 grams, with the value of AED 1. 200,000 pieces
of this coin were issued.

A commemorative coin issued in 1992 in celebration of the
late Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum. 2000 gold pieces of
this coin were issued, each with the value of AED 500.

A commemorative coin issued in 1996 in celebration of
the 30th Anniversary of Coronation Day of the President of the
UAE. 4000 gold pieces of this coin were issued, each weighing
40 grams.

A 50-dirham commemorative silver coin issued in 2001 in
celebration of the silver jubilee of the unification of the UAE
Armed Forces.

A commemorative gold coin issued in 2003 to mark the
occasion of the UAE hosting the Eighth Annual Meetings of
Boards of Governors for the World Bank Group and Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) in Dubai.




History of Currency in the UAE

From Bartering to Bank Cards

Orbits and Inscriptions - Exclusive

The Arabian Peninsula, like other regions, used the barter system as
a means of exchanging benefits and services. The first currencies traded
in the region included solidus, the Golden Byzantine Dinar, and the Dra-
kham, the silver Persian Sassanian Dirham. The Byzantine dinar was about

ten Persian dirhams.

According to Dr. Moataz Othman,
author of The History of the UAE's
Currencies, currencies in the country
passed through several stages. They
witnessed two main stages, the first
preceded the establishment of the
union. The second stage was after the
establishment of the state to the es-
tablishment of the Monetary Council,
and the issuance of the UAE Dirham.

As for the chronological trading
of money in the UAE, those who are
interested in this subject face the di-
lemma of overlapping between pe-
riods of trading of some currencies.
However, according to the historic
documentation and the consensus of
experts and historians, the first cur-
rency exchange was in Roman coins
the year 323 BC. Trade in these coins
continued in the region until the ad-
vent of Islam, the end of the Roman
and Byzantine Empire, and the era
of Sasanian currencies. Gradually,
some fundamental changes were in-
troduced to the symbols of those
currencies, then morphed to Islamic
symbols.

In the late 1500s there was an
overlap of several currencies with
each other, such as the periods of
dealing with the currency “Taweelat

al-Hessa” from 1480 to 1789, with the
period of dealing with the Austrian
riyal “Maria Theresa thaler’, in 1780,
usually referred to in this region as
the French riyal.

In addition to overlap of the Per-
sian currencies from 1795 to 1825,
with the Maria Theresa thaler. This
overlap can be attributed to the ab-
sence of a regulating central banking
authority to cancel old coins when
introducing new ones to the market,
and also the lack of assistant curren-
cies. For example, the entry and use
of Persian currencies in the same trad-

Cover of the book “History of
UAE Currency”
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Dr. Motaz Othman

ing phase of this riyal.
Specie and Circulation

The Gulf region was under the
pressure of colonization, conflicts,
mandate, scourge of world wars, and
the deliberate negligence of the Man-
datory authorities to regulate the en-
try and withdrawal of currencies from
markets, such as British Indian rupees,
which played a role in the process of
disruptions in currency exchange in
the region.

There was an overlap between
the rupee of the King William IV
(1835-1837) with the rupee of Queen
Victoria (1840-1901), where the an-
cient rupees were deliberately left
until they were automatically can-
celed later, until we reach the stage of
abstaining from dealing with the Indi-
an-Gulf rupees, and where the coun-
try entered in the stage of preparing
to put an end to this chaos, abandon
foreign currencies, and think to issue

Two golden dinars from the reign of

Abdul Malik bin Marwan

Researchers sometimes face the dilem-
ma of the overlapping between periods
of trading of certain currencies in the

region due to the absence of a regulat-
ed central banking board in the past

Historical references proved that coins
were traded since pre-Islamic times until

the establishment of the Union in 1971

a unified national currency.

In order to reach this stage, the
currencies of Gulf countries, which
preceded the issuance of the UAE
national currencies, such as the Saudi
Riyal, the Bahraini dinar, and the Riyal
of Qatar and Dubai Currency Board,
were used. In addition, with the an-
nouncement of the Union State on

Qatar and Dubai Riyal

2 December 1971, the state Dirham
was issued. Thus, the newly born
state put an end to subordination and
eliminated the chaos of currencies in
the market.

In 1835, the Indian-British Rupee
entered to replace all previous curren-
cies to maintain superiority in trading
for a long period of time in the Trucial
States and was recognized as a an of-
ficial currency in most of the Arabian
Gulf countries. Rupees were brought
through foreign trade with India,
especially after signing the General
Maritime Treaty between the forces of
East India Company and the rulers of
the emirates in 1820, which increased
the flow of rupee to the region.

The first coin to enter into the
market at the time was the currency
of King William IV, whose image was
minted on the coin, then the Indian
rupee after the independence, fol-
lowed by the Gulf rupee.

Banknotes
Banknotesissued during the reign
of King George V were not known to

Currencies were widely used in transactions between divers and
traders
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UAE dirham banknotes

people of the Arabian Gulf. Following
their issuance, they were used in daily
trading since 1936. The India-British
Rupee banknotes continued to exist
due to trade relations Between the
Gulf States and India.

After that the stage of using the
so-called “New Indian Rupee’, which
was known as “Naya Paisa” started. A
large amount of it was issued to be
traded in the markets of the region in
1950.
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Photo Archive

Rare Old Photos

** A wooden ship begins its journey after cars ~ ** People trying to clear the way in front of a stuck car in ** A book seller displaying his items to
and people are on board, this picture dates back  attempt to make it pass the muddy sump and sand at the
to the year 1936 and was taken in Abu Dhabi. entrance to Abu Dhabi in the year 1936. 1970.

** A traditional house for one of Dubai’s wealthy people. The
customers in the old souq in Al Ain in  house is overlooking the market square where goods and live-
stock are sold. The picture dates back to the 1950s.
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Our Local History between
Documentation and Distortion

People always talk about food, water or health security etc., but never about “his-
torical security”.

National Security

When we talk about history and documenting it, we are talking about the national security of
our state. Those who believe that history is merely tales, accounts and past events, are committing
a big mistake because the science of history is of great importance, as it forms the foundations on

]
-
-

which states have depended in the past, is depending on now and will continue to do so in the future.
The late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, RIP, says:‘Science and history go hand in hand. With
science, man can underline his history, and save it for future generations, to learn about it, and know
what the fathers and grandfathers did’
In this benevolent state, since its founding in 1971, we have recognized some of the investigative
historians, but they were few. Some of them were close to the rulers. But they left without much effort in the field of documentation of

A A

Jamal Bin Huwaireb
Chief Editor

history; either due to fear, embarrassment by some events, or because they were busy with their official tasks or f with the documenting
of other things, not as crucial as history is.

Our late teacher Hamad Bou Shihab, RIP, was busy with poetry; collecting and publishing the books of verse instead of collecting
and publishing the history of the state. He knew the events and the news of this country from Abu Dhabi to Fujairah in both Hijri and
Gregorian calendar and specific daily and hourly details in some cases. But he left us in 2002. We only took little knowledge from him
and other scholars such as writer and historian Ahmed bin Sulayem, who incorporated some historic events in his poems, but left us in
October 1976 after the establishment of Heritage and History Committee, which was born strong during his time but vanished after him.
Lack of Interest

Years have passed and the history of this country is only known to a few of us. We are confused by the fact that the students who
studied at universities, both at home and abroad, were not interested in this science. | do not blame them, for history is not important
from their viewpoint, and they consider it insignificant for their intellectual formation and practical experience. People always talk
about food, water or health security etc., but never about “historical security”.

Roman poet and philosopher Cicero, died in 43 BC, says: ‘History is the witness of the times, the light of truth, the life of memory,
the teacher of life, the messenger of antiquity’ So history is a witness to all events and we will be a part of history with the lapse of time.
The Greatness of History

Do you know that one third of the Holy Quran is about history? Read the holy Quran. If history wasn'timportant, Allah, glorified and
exalted be He, wouldn't allot one third of His book to it, making history the teacher of life as the Almighty said: In their history verily
there is a lesson for men of understanding’ Those who do not learn from history, where should they learn from? History does not repeat
itself, except to those who did not study history, and didn't learn lessons from it.

In the UAE, if we entered the index of Dubai Public Library and searched for the history of the UAE we would find 671 results. If we
review these results, we will conclude that most of them are poetry or cultural books about literature and heritage.

If we explored the catalog of the public library in Abu Dhabi, we would find 903 researches, most of which are poetry and cultural
books about heritage and literature. All these books are important, and | do not underestimate their significance, but we find little
about the history of the state.

Advice

We, in the UAE, need to build an army of historians, scientists and academics to protect our history from distortion and alteration,
just as our esteemed leaders did, HH Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE and his brothers HH Sheikh Mohammed
Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, and HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, when they built a strong army to protect the homeland, the
people and their gains, with its great reputation and vast experience, unparalleled in the Arab world.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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