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Book Title: 1177 B.C.:

The Year Civilization Collapsed
Author:  Eric H. Cline
Published: September 22, 2015
Publisher: Princeton University Press

In 1177 B.C,, marauding groups known only as the“Sea
Peoples”invaded Egypt. The pharaoh’s army and navy man-
aged to defeat them, but the victory so weakened Egypt
that it soon slid into decline, as did most of the surround-
ing civilizations. After centuries of brilliance, the civilized
world of the Bronze Age came to an abrupt and cataclys-
mic end. Kingdoms fell like dominoes over the course of
just a few decades. No more Minoans or Mycenaeans. No
more Trojans, Hittites, or Babylonians. The thriving econo-
my and cultures of the late second millennium B.C., which
had stretched from Greece to Egypt and Mesopotamia,
suddenly ceased to exist, along with writing systems, tech-
nology, and monumental architecture. But the Sea Peoples
alone could not have caused such widespread breakdown.
How did it happen?

In this major new account of the causes of this “First
Dark Ages,” Eric Cline tells the gripping story of how the
end was brought about by multiple interconnected fail-
ures, ranging from invasion and revolt to earthquakes,
drought, and the cutting of international trade routes.
Bringing to life the vibrant multicultural world of these
great civilizations, he draws a sweeping panorama of the
empires and globalized peoples of the Late Bronze Age

ERIC H. CLINE
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COLLAPSED

and shows that it was their very interdependence that has-
tened their dramatic collapse and ushered in a dark age
that lasted centuries.

A compelling combination of narrative and the latest
scholarship, 1177 B.C. sheds new light on the complex ties
that gave rise to, and ultimately destroyed, the flourishing
civilizations of the Late Bronze Age--and that set the stage
for the emergence of classical Greece.

About the Author

DR. ERIC H. CLINE is Professor of Classics
and Anthropology, Director of the Capitol Ar-
chaeological Institute, and former Chair of the
Department of Classical and Near Eastern Lan-
guages and Civilizations at The George Wash-
ington University, in Washington DC. A Nation-
al Geographic Explorer.
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From the history of Abu Dhabi stamps

that he received a letter from Cap-
tain Wilson, dated October 6, 1828,
from Abu Dhabi. He did not mention
the way of receiving the letters, yet
the Taresh must have been very well
known. Those letters were usually
sent by boat through the Taresh when
the visit of warships to the area is de-
layed.
Correspondence Agent

During the reign of Sheikh Khalifa
bin Shakhbut al-Falahi (1833-1845),
Saeed bin Salem was appointed as
the agent of Sheikh Sultan bin Shakh-
but al-Falahi, and a delegate carrying
the government’s mail and letters to

the British Resident. It was mentioned
that Saeed bin Salem was the envoy
of Sheikh Khalifa to Saad bin Mutleq
while he was in the area of Buraimi.
Saeed bin Salem was also a reliable
delegate during the reign of Sheikh
Saeed bin Tahnoon al-Falahi, ruler
of Abu Dhabi in 1845-1855. Thiab
bin Issa al-Falahi, cousin of the ruler,
was a special envoy responsible for
Sheikh Khalifa bin Shakhbut’s letters.
On June 16, 1843, Sheikh Khalifa sent
Thiab with ten men carrying a letter to
Sheikh Saqgr Bin Sultan Al Qasimi.
The role of Lengeh harbor
Lengeh was not only an impor-

tant trading center but also a corre-
spondence center for merchants and
British Residents in the region. In a
letter dated October 1828, the British
Resident of Sharjah stated that he of-
ten sent official mail through the port
of Lengeh. From there and by men he
trusted, the mail was sent by ship to
Bushehr. In another letter dated De-
cember 21, 1829, he stated that he
would send the mail via Lengeh.

On the Arab side, Dubai- due to
the prudent policy of Sheikh Mak-
toum bin Hashar Al Maktoum (Ruler
of Dubai from 1894 to 1906) - was
rapidly changing and becoming
more prosperous. After the abolition
of the tax on imported goods, the
port of Dubai became a free zone
port. Prior to 1902, the number of
steam vessels loaded with mail and
goods, that were stopping at the
port of Dubai, was no more than
five each year. But later that year,
the number of steamships, most of
which belonged to Bombay & Persia
Steam Navigation Company, reached
at least 21 vessels.

Orbits & Inscriptions
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Traditional methods relied on trusted people and Matareesh

Commercial vessels and ports ... a landmark
in Abu Dhabi’s Postal history

Trade in Abu Dhabi was associated with mail traffic
From its inception until the 1950s

Khaled Ali Al - Aomira

Since the inception of Abu
Dhabi until the 1950s, postal
transport was absent, with the
exception of little personal mail
of the rulers of the emirate and
merchants. There was no need for
a post office to serve the town’s
population at the time, so the
small number of those residents
depended on other means to
send and deliver letters to rela-
tives and friends in remote places.

The official and personal mail of
the rulers used to be sent through
bodyguards (matarzi), or sometimes
through a special envoy of the ruler.
Selecting the messengers was usually
based on the importance of the ad-
dressee or the subject matter of the
letter. Traders, however, relied mostly
and when possible, on the available
means of transportation to deliver
the mail or on men who worked in
delivering the mail and goods to spe-
cific destinations. Abu Dhabi’s internal
trade was linked with Oman, which
was often the trade of foodstuffs such
as dates and others. However, some
ports on the Arabian and Persian
coasts witnessed the most important
and fastest trade routes with continu-
ous delivery of the mail of merchants

Anniversary of Accession celebrated in Abu Dhabi stamps

back and forth.
Abu Dhabi Official Mail

In a letter dated December 1826,
Abdullah bin Sulayem was mentioned
as an emissary from Sheikh Tahnoon
bin Shakhbut al-Falahi to Imam Saeed
bin Sultan Al-Busaidi, carrying letters
and verbal messages to him and from
him to Abu Dhabi. Another letter, dat-
ed March 9, 1829, states that on Feb-
ruary 19, 1829, Shaiban Khumairi sent
Sheikh Tahnoon bin Shakhbut’s letters
to Muscat. Shaiban was also men-
tioned as a delegate carrying a letter
from Sheikh Tahnoon to Sheikh Sul-
tan bin Sagr Al Qasimi in a letter dated
November 12, 1829. At other times,
when the British Resident did not find
a messenger to send the mail to Abu

o) Issue No. 14 - April 2019

Dhabi, the mail was sent by Khalifah
bin Dumaithan, deputy of Sheikh Tah-
noon bin Shakhbut in Dubai, who in
turn sent the appropriate envoy carry-
ing the mail to Sheikh Tahnoon.

Reliable Taresh (Messenger)

Sometimes the official mail, sent
to Abu Dhabi, used to be delivered by
a person assigned by the British Resi-
dent. In a letter dated March 19, 1828,
Mullah Hussein mentions that Trent
ship led by Captain Richardson ar-
rived in Sharjah and that he received
a letter from the captain and other
letters to Salmin bin Nasser, Sultan bin
Saqgr al-Qasimi and Sheikh Tahnoon
bin Shakhbut al-Falahi to be sent to
them through the Taresh.

In another letter, Mullah mentions



countries, and Red- 40 paisa - for the
rest of the world.

Aerogrammes were printed on
light blue paper with a watermark
bearing the phrase “Imperial Air Mail".
They were divided, by dotted lines
into seven sections at the front, and
a single section with a large area for
writing the letter at the back. The sev-
en sections at the front contained the
first main section (number 1), with the
design of the stamp on the top right,
“Sharjah and its accessories” on the top
of the middle, “AIR MAIL LETTER" in Ar-
abic and “AEROGRAMME, AIR LETTER,
PAR AVION, BY AIR MAIL" in English at
the top left. The front side also con-
tained four lines to write the address of
the addressee.

The second main section (No.
2) was assigned to the address of
the aerogramme sender, containing
“Name and Address” in Arabic on the
upper right corner, with the warning
“if anything is placed inside it, this
message will be sent by surface mail”
at the bottom of the same direction.
While the same words were written
in English at the top of the north and
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Fig. 8: Sharjah aerogramme with changed
value - type 1, sent to Karachi on July 29, 1966

a warning at the bottom of the same
direction. The four sections- numbers
3,4, 5, 6: two sections on the right and
two in the left - did not contain any
details and were allocated as an addi-
tional space if needed to complete the
letter, and were then folded to close
the envelope.

Limited samples of these aero-
grammes have been canceled with the
first type of Sharjah seal including a
commemorative stamp for envelopes
on the first day of issue that bears the
logo of the Government of Sharjah.
The cancellation stamp and the stamp
of first day of the issue used the green
color to seal these envelopes. The
oldest use of a real sample of the en-
velopes, that wasn't sent by amateurs,
was documented in November 1964.

- The second issue of Sharjah aero-
gramme - issue of illustrating the
image:

After His Highness Sheikh Khalid
bin Mohammed Al Qasimi assumed
power in the Emirate of Sharjah on
June 24, 1965, it was decided to high-
light a number of previous envelopes
in broad lines on the image of Sheikh
Saqgr Bin Sultan Al Qasimi to symbolize
the change of the Ruler. This illustra-
tion first appeared on the mailings in
July 1965, while it wasn't before 1966
that they appeared on aerogrammes.
After the envelopes were printed in
violet lines, they were re-circulated at
Sharjah Post Office on 22 March 1966.
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Fig. 9: Apsley aerogramme sent to USA
on August 1, 1971

- The third issue of Sharjah aero-
gramme - issue of changing the value:

The Postal Service has changed
the remaining amount of Sharjah aero-
grammes from 20 paisa category to 40
dirham, which is the postal tariff for
aerogrammes to all countries of the
world.

APSLEY aerogrammes
Sharjah Post Department issued
the last aerogramme in 1967 and start-
ed to use APSLEY aerogrammes that
did not carry any postal tariff, so post
stamps were added to them according
to the specified destination.
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A Mailing Trip ... Letters Travelled Around the World

Sharjah Aerogrammes

Khaled Ali Al - Aomira

An aerogramme is a thin
lightweight piece of foldable and
gummed paper- with edges that
stick as soon as they touch the wa-
ter-for writing a letter for transit
via airmail, in which the letter and
envelope are one and the same.
After folding the paper it turns
into an envelope which is sent by
the airmail service at a preferen-
tial rate.

Let's take a look at the start date of
aerogrammes, their use at the Sharjah
Post Office, and the documentation of
the postal envelopes issued specifically
by the Postal Department in the Emir-
ate of Sharjah.

The idea of the aerogramme be-
gan in 1923, but under the name AER-
OMISIVA (Air Letter Sheet) by Columbia
Post, then Mexico in 1930, and Thailand
in 1933. These aerogrammes did not
carry any postal tariff, so post stamps
were added to them to be sent to their
destination. On July 15, 1933, the Post-
al Service of Iraq launched the first
aerogramme in the world with a postal
tariff in the form of a stamp design de-
picting King Faisal |, 15 fils worth. This
aerogramme contained the phrase
“AIR MAIL LETTER CARD". Thereafter, the
term Air Letter Sheet was widely used
until 1952, where Aerogramme was of-
ficially launched at the UPU conference
held in Brussels.
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Fig. 1: Aerogramme with no stamp design
used before issuing Sharjah aerogrammes

Fig. 3: Stamp designs on the 3 categories
issued by Sharjah Post Department
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Fig. 5: Sharjah aerogramme sent to the USA on
March 30, 1967
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Fig. 2: Sharjah Aerogramme, unfolded

Fig. 4: 20-paisa aerogramme cancelled with
Sharjah seal on the first day of issue

Fig. 6: Sharjah

Fig. 7: Sharjah

aerogramme aerogramme
with changed with changed
value - type 1 value - type 2

Sharjah Post Office
On July 10, 1963, the first post office

was opened in the Emirate of Sharjah
- The first issue of Sharjah aero-
gramme - issue of Sheikh Saqr Bin
Sultan Al Qasimi:

The first issue of Sharjah aero-
gramme was launched on August 6,
1964, and consisted of three catego-
ries: Green- 20 paisa - for the envelopes
to be sent to the Gulf, Blue -30 paisa -
for envelopes to be sent to some Arab



f : Emirates Post Museum..
A Necessity or A Luxury

Specialized museums contribute to enhancing the state
infrastructure, increase tourism and boost the economy

Many people believe that establishing museums and spending money on them in all walks of life
in society, politics and economics is a mere waste of governments’ effort with no substantial return.
These people even consider such an investment a squandering of funds that should have been spent on
infrastructure, education and healthcare. Their argument in this regard questions the value of dedicating
| a museum for mint or postal services, particularly as we have a plenty of public museums that can be
L. J - customized as we want with no need to spend more money on specialized museums that will confuse
3 the visitors and increase the burdens.

Jamal Bin Huwaireb As a counter argument, we say that spending on specialized historical museums is actually investing

Chief Editor in infrastructure, education, tourism and it boosts the economy. Documenting the history of countries

is a factor in stability of states and it lends the country a deep-rooted historical dimension that increases

the confidence of its people and amazes its visitors and travelers. In fact, the history of any country has only drifted into oblivion when the
short-sighted people did more harm than good.

If we observe the museums of the world, we will find that these specialized museums are built by rich people, companies and govern-
ments and they have been on the rise for centuries except in the Arab region where we lack public museums let alone specialized museums.
I would like to introduce the “Postal Museum in London” as a good example, which also complements this issue’s theme focusing on the
postal history.

The Postal Museum in London

The museum has its origins in the early 20th century. Building on very humble beginnings in the basements of the GPO headquar-
ters, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il officially opened the National Postal Museum in the City of London in 1969. Built partly to house an
award-winning collection of British Victorian stamps - donated by Reginald Phillips in 1965 - the museum provided public access to its
collections like never before.

In 1998, the museum was forced to close its doors following the sale of the museum building. Its smaller objects and staff were moved
out to the less glamorous surroundings of Freeling House at Mount Pleasant - the home of the archive since 1992 - with larger objects put
into storage away from Central London.

In 2004, the collections were transferred by Royal Mail to a newly formed independent charity, the Postal Heritage Trust who were tasked
with looking after them and growing them. Since that date, the primary focus was to build a new first class home that the heritage needs. The
Postal Museum opened on 28 July 2017 with Mail Rail opening on 4 September 2017.

The Museum has over 60,000 objects and thousands of records detailing nearly 400 years of postal history in an interactive entertaining way.

Besides interactive galleries, the Museum offers visitors an immersive underground exploration of the one hundred year old Post Office
railway into the original tunnels. With modern research facilities to a wide-range of learning activities, The Postal Museum offers a fun-filled
experience for everyone, from all backg rounds and of all ages.

The Museum'’s items are categorized in themes including: Design & icons; Philatelic collection;

Land, air & sea; Animals; Postal services; Wartime; People; and Notable events.

Each collection tackles a different aspect of postal services. Design & icons, for example, explores the history of design in the postal
service from posters, uniforms, letterboxes and maps to iconic designs like the Penny Black, the world’s first and most famous stamp. This
collections also displays he world's first Christmas card, sent 175 years ago on 1843.

The “"Animals” collection sheds light on the roles of different animals in the postal service, from cats were first officially appointed by the
Post Office to catch rodent and dogs detecting cable faults, to horses and donkeys carrying the mail.

This is just a glimpse about this ancient Museum’s many collections and sections, and | hope that the skeptics return to their senses and
help the philatelists and fans of postal history to establish museums equipped with state-of-the-art technology ready to astonish the visitors.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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