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An impassioned call for a return to reading poetry
and an incisive argument for poetry’s accessibility to all
readers, by critically acclaimed poet Matthew Zapruder

In Why Poetry, award-winning poet Matthew
Zapruder takes on what it is that poetry—and poetry
alone—can do. Zapruder argues that the way we have
been taught to read poetry is the very thing that pre-
vents us from enjoying it. In lively, lilting prose, he shows
us how that misunderstanding interferes with our direct
experience of poetry and creates the sense of confusion
or inadequacy that many of us feel when faced with it.

Zapruder explores what poems are, and how we can
read them, so that we can, as Whitman wrote, “possess
the origin of all poems,” without the aid of any teacher
or expert. Most important, he asks how reading poetry
can help us to lead our lives with greater meaning and
purpose.

Anchored in poetic analysis and steered through
Zapruder’s personal experience of coming to the form,
Why Poetry is engaging and conversational, even as it
makes a passionate argument for the necessity of po-

About the Author:

York Times Magazine.
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etry in an age when information is constantly being
mistaken for knowledge. While he provides a simple
reading method for approaching poems and illumi-
nates concepts like associative movement, metaphor,
and negative capability, Zapruder explicitly confronts
the obstacles that readers face when they encounter
poetry to show us that poetry can be read, and en-
joyed, by anyone.

MATTHEW ZAPRUDER is the author of four collections of poetry. His
poetry, essays, and translations have appeared in publications includ-
ing The New Yorker, The Paris Review, Tin House, and The Believer. An
associate professor in the Saint Mary’s College of California MFA pro-
gram and English department, he is also editor at large at Wave Books
and, from 2016 to 2017, was the editor of the poetry page of the New

Jamal Bin Howaireb Studies Center
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An evolving type of Mutawas’ teaching emerged as a
result of the differences in the lessons they teach, or due
to the diversity of their cultures and the scope of their
knowledge. Normally, this led to a clear differentiation in
the lessons the children received from their old instruc-
tors. In fact, Mutawas continued to teach until the begin-
nings of the Union in the Arab Emirates, where their role
began to decline and gradually disappear from society.

Katatib is the plural form of the word Kuttab, which
is a modest place that could accommodate a number of
boys or pupils, supervised by one instructor who was as-
sisted by one of the outstanding students.

The task of the teacher, who was called Mutawa,
was limited to reading the Quran for the students to be
memorized and the principles of reading and writing as
well. The process of memorization was based on indoc-
trination without understanding the meaning of words
or verses. It was merely a verbal repetition so that the
students could memorize the words they heard.

Katatib have witnessed a great turnout of students,
which indicates the sincere desire of parents to teach
their children the principles of reading and writing.

Enrolling at Kuttab

Katatib did not have a special curriculum or specific books,
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but it was the Mutawa who determines the curriculum ac-
cording to his scientific qualifications and ability. Rather,
each Mutawa had his own special way of teaching the alpha-
bet. Mutawa used to pronounce every single letter loudly
and the students used to repeat them.

Students were memorizing the Holy Quran after they
had learnt to read and write, then they get to learn diacriti-
cal marks and how they appear above or below a letters and
how letters are then pronounced accordingly.

After this stage, a student would become able to read
and write letters, then the stage of memorizing the Quran
begins where certain parts of Quran are memorized by stu-
dents so they start reading Al-Fatihah verse with diacritical
marks, once Al-Fatiha is memorized a student moves on
to the next verse and so one until he completes the recital
(reading) of Quran.

The duration of completing the recital of Quran varies
from one student to another. Smart students would finish
studying in a year, while others would take many years.
Upon completing the recitation of the Quran, a student
would have to reread it again. With this method he would be
able to recite by himself, and he would be called “Khatem”
(completer), where completing means reading, not memo-
rizing by heart.
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Bisht

In every issue of Orbits and
Inscriptions, we discuss a lo-
cal vocabulary that only a few
people know about its source
and origin. This issue’s vocab-
ulary is Bisht (men cloak). Is it
an Arabic word or not? What
does it exactly mean? What are
its synonyms and meanings in
local, Gulf and Arab culture?

In order to answer these questions,
we start by mentioning that the Arabs
have known the Bisht long time ago and
called it Burda and Abaya. Interestingly,
there were many accounts that spoke
about its origin. Some of them presumed
that the Bisht was incorporated into Arabic
form Persian and it meant «back», as it was
worn on the back. But this raise a doubt-
ing question: Why would the Arabs bor-
row this word from the Persian language
instead of using the two original Arabic
words: Abaya and Burda? Other account
claims that the word Bisht is derived from
the name of the Pashtun tribes in Afghani-
stan. Some claimed that the Bisht is attrib-
uted to the Pasht region in the south of
Nishapur villages in northeastern Iran.

All these statements and definitions
may indicate some truth, but we have a
different point of view that we will intro-
duce to you.

Abaya, Burda, Bisht and Mashlah are
very old dresses that were not only used
by the Arabs but also by many different
civilizations. However, the Arabs were
famous for wearing them extensively. In
those civilizations, kings wore various
designs of Bisht using different types of
threads, colors and designs. Many ancient

paintings of these past civilizations depict
the use of the Bisht.

We often see the Bisht, Abaya or
Mashlah in religious films especially Chris-
tian ones. That's why we should not con-
sider the Bisht a strictly Arabic costume.
Previously, Abaya was used by both men
and women. Now, it is used only by wom-
en in Arab states of the Gulf and Middle
East, while both men and women wear it
in the Arab states of North Africa.

In the past, Abaya was used to mean
a garment made of black threads. It came
up in the poetry of Maisoon Bint Buhdol,
the wife of Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan. In
these verses, she longs for the life of the
Bedouin and expresses her discomfort
with urban life:

Wearing Abaya makes me feel comfort-
able

More than dressing in silky clothes.

This asserts thatin those days Bedouin
women wore the Abaya as men did, but in
a different way.

In his book The Well-Ordered History
of Kings and Nations, Ibn al-Jawzi tells that
Ibn Abbas said «Gabriel brought Adam
a scissor to cut a sheep’s wool. Then, Eve
span it and Adam weaved two Abayas:
one for him and one for her». We cannot

confirm the validity of this story, but it
helps us make sure that Abaya was used
by men and women.

Now, we will talk about the origin
of the Bisht, the way it reached us and
whether it is Arabic or otherwise. We as-
sert that any Arabic vocabulary in our
language is Arabic, unless a definitive
evidence proves otherwise. The first defi-
nition of the word Bisht is found in Ni-
hayatu Arrutba Azarifa Fi Talab Alhusba
Asharifa by Al-Shaizari who was a scholar
of the sixth Hijri century. In this book, he
says that a baker should wear a sleeveless
Bisht. From this period, Bisht began to
spread and the word Bisht started to be
found in the old books especially in Egypt,
Syria and Irag.

In the days before Islam, the Arabs
used the word Bisht in a different vocab-
ulary called Paht. Paht was widely used in
that era before it was completely obsolete.
It was rarely mentioned in Arab poetry or
prose. Paht is singular and its plural form is
Patut or Pashut. It is very ancient and dates
back to the days before Islam; Jahiliyyah.
In fact, Paht is a thick dark green loose
garment made of lint and wool. Paht is the
origin of the word Bisht where the sound
“Sh” was added with the lapse of time.
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An Overview Before the Spread of Formal Education

Early teaching in Dubai (The Katatib Era)

Interest in semi-formal schools began to emerge with the establishment
of Al Ahmadiyah School at the expense of Ahmed Bin Dalmook.

by Hussain Darweesh

From the beginning of the 20th century until 1953, the
educational system in the Trucial States was related to the
prevailing economic and social conditions due to the lack of
service sector and the lack of any real development policy.
This situation imposed the inability to keep abreast of the
global development in the field of institutional education.

In the early 20th century, education has been availa-
ble only to limited classes of Emirati people. At that period,
education in UAE did not match its counterparts in rest of
the neighboring countries where education began to take
a more structured and systematic approach (formal or
semi-formal).

The first beginnings of education were largely based on
the trade and traders who contributed to its funding. The in-
terest in male education was more important than female
education, reflecting the basic requirements and socio-eco-
nomic conditions in the Trucial States at that time.

Several factors have helped to shape the beginnings
of education in Dubai. Its location on the Arabian Gulf has
helped most of its residents move to the sea in search of a
living, which has led them to connect with neighboring peo-
ples and nations and learn about their cultures.

The circumstances and transformations witnessed by
the Arab and Islamic world had their influence on this small
society. People of Dubai were not far from these global
transformations and were constantly in touch with the news
of their neighboring nations.

The delay in the discovery of oil in the Trucial States until
the early 1960s, was one of the most important factors that
contributed to the delay in the modernization of education-
al systems. Therefore, the Trucial States did not witness the
education renaissance that took off in Kuwait and Saudi Ara-
bia. Moreover, the budget Britain gave to the Trucial States
was not sufficient to initiate alternative education to replace
traditional education.

The major transformations, which the region was un-
dergoing at the time, contributed to a radical change in the
social relations between the different ethnic populations, in
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addition to a slight economic shift compatible with a mod-
ern consumer culture and significant population growth.
Social transformations
Transformations have effectively contributed to encour-
age locals, in its various manifestations, to focus on educa-
tion. In the early 20th century, situation began to change
somewhat. The Trucial States began to experience the move-

ment of various cultures that started to come through trade,
especially with the openness of some ports in the Arabian
Gulf.

The interest in semi-formal schools began to emerge
with the establishment of Al Ahmadiyah School in 1912 at
the expense of the pearl merchant Sheikh Ahmed Bin Dal-
mook. When Sheikh Ahmed passed away, his son Moham-
med completed the construction of the school, providing
furniture, books and educational supplies. Thus, Dubai re-
ceived, with open arms, the generation of pioneer teachers
who had a clear and great influence on the different parts of
community.

Prior to the establishment of Al Ahmadiyah School, two
types of Katatib appeared in Dubai: the first was concerned
with teaching the alphabet from A to Z, and the second one
was famous for teaching writing, in addition to reading and
memorizing the Holy Quran.

The “Katatib” (Traditional form of Schooling)

From its very beginning, education in the Trucial States
depended on Katatib. It is not possible to determine the
period of time for the beginning of Katatib, which were an
extension of education in mosques. People were often in-

clined to become literate because of their need to learn
to read and write, and to understand the Holy Quran and
religious matters.

At that time, the simple life of the people did not require
a more sophisticated type of Katatib where the process of
education depended mainly on male Mutawa for boys or
female Mutawa for girls. Mutawas were often known for be-
ing religious, having good morals, significant abilities and
knowledge, strong personalities and a distinguished style to
deliver information.

In some places of the Trucial States, Mutawa only used to
read the Quran for the students to be memorized. Hardly any
Mutawa provided other sciences such as arithmetic, teach-
ing languages, jurisprudence or Hadith.

Teaching in mosques

This type of teaching was practiced by a few scholars
and men of jurisprudence, who had a deep knowledge of
the fundamentals of doctrine, jurisprudence, interpretation,
grammar, dictation, history and various religious lessons.

Educational circles were held at a corner of the mosque,
or at a certain place in the house of the master. These ed-
ucational circles and had been a source of knowledge and
jurisprudence from which the first generation of the UAE
pioneers has graduated. They started to disappear with the
development of education and the advent of the modern
courses in developed schools.

Mosques were the cornerstone of the city in the var-
ious Islamic eras. After building a mosque, people used to
build their houses around it developing a new city. Dubai,
like other Islamic cities, had many mosques that were built
and spread by time. Educational circles started to exist with
the appearance of mosques and they were held in mosques
after Asr or Maghreb prayers to teach people.

Students used to sit around the instructor who was read-
ing and explaining some verses of the Holy Quran. Also, the
instructor used to narrate and interpret some of the Proph-

et’s Hadith, and the provisions of worship in Islam. He used
to mention the biography of the Prophet in addition to the
biography of some of his companions, especially the Right-
eous Caliphs, and the stories of Arab and Muslim heroes.

The students in the mosque did not learn to write letters;
education was only oral, and students did not convey what
they were receiving from their teacher, or write it down on
papers. However, some students learnt to write by traveling
to neighboring areas, or through the guests they hosted.

They were completely ignorant of arithmetic, despite
needing it in their business transactions, which required the
distribution of resources among them, the management of
their business, or the conversion of currency. In fact, they
had their own ways in doing so.

Some of the instructors only used to read the Holy
Quran. They would teach students the characters of the al-
phabet from A to Z. After memorizing them, a student can
read Quran. This was the beginning of the Katatib that be-
gan to develop gradually, having their own curriculum.

Old instructors

Katatib had spread throughout the Arab countries and
were the most common ways of learning. This type of edu-
cation was prevalent a long time ago. It was practiced by a
large number of male and female Mutawas who were the old
instructors. Mutawas used to teach students how to memo-
rize the Holy Quran and Hadith, and train them to write, and
acquire knowledge about pillars of Islam and ablution.

Some Mutawas have specialized in the religious scienc-
es and became imams or scholars. Others have specialized
in teaching student how to memorize and recite the verses
of Quran. Moreover, Mutawa'’s role was not limited to teach-
ing, as sometimes it included education and discipline by
observing a student’s behavior and correcting it when nec-
essary. In many cases, Mutawas would communicate with
parents of the students and participate in special occasions
within the family.
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include death, travelers came, traveled
and sent reports, researches and books
to their countries. They came on the pre-
text of buying Arabian horses, learning
Arabic, collecting Islamic manuscripts,
distancing themselves from the hustle
and bustle of European life, and enjoying
the warmth of the East and also for trad-
ing. But all these goals were secondary to
their political goals, which were being re-
vealed day after day through their print-
ed memoirs.

Most of them came to hasten the end
of the Islamic Caliphate and to break up
the Ottoman Empire that was declining.
The Europeans were racing to share the
spoils and spread their power and secure
commercial land and sea routes simul-
taneously. That is why Western conflicts
over interests began to rise in the region
in secret and openly; the British in India,
the French in Egypt and North Africa.

The Orient was the gate through
which armies and commercial convoys
used to pass. Tourists, traders, mission-
aries, archaeologists and special mission
travelers started to rove all over the re-
gion, preparing plans, surveying areas
and conducting business deals. In 1835,
Colonel Chesney surveyed the Mesopo-
tamia and his trip was reflected in two
volumes of maps. At that time, the British
were thinking of building a railway link-
ing the Mediterranean to the Euphrates
through the desert and extending along
the Euphrates to the Arabian Gulf, to sup-
ply the British Army in India, and to bring
back goods and raw materials by sea.
But, this project was cancelled upon the

recommendation of a group of experts
and travelers, including Lady Anne Blunt
herself.

Greed drove the French Empire, led
by Napoleon, to the Orient. Therefore, the
French led a campaign to Egypt (1798-
1801) in order to prevent Britain from
reaching India. This campaign brought
the Middle East region under the spot-
light and showed its political, economic
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and military importance. The internation-
al competition over the region heated in
secret and in public. French and English
travelers have started wandering around
the Arab cities and valleys, conspiring
against each other in secret; many travel-
ers were killed by poison.

Those travelers, who hated Islam and
Muslims, spread the concept of secularism
in the Arab region, encouraging national-
ist sentiments, funding separatist move-
ments, and provoking sectarian strife.

Whenever those passed by the ruins
of the ancient cities, they used to express
their sorrow for the loss of Islamic civili-
zation and the ancient civilization. They
used to say that these cities were full
of creative people, and when Muslims
ruled, they were ruined by mismanage-
ment and corruption. Eventually, the
objectives were to mislead to achieve
exploitation colonialism.

The record of western traveling is full
of famous historical figures such as:

The Spanish traveler Benjamin of
Tudela - one of the first travelers. In
1165, he left Zaragoza searching for

Jews around the world, so he toured in
Europe, Syria, Palestine, Mesopotamia,
desert of the Levant and Iran. When he
returned to Spain he wrote the story of
his journey before he died in 1173.

The Italian traveler Marco Polo (1254-
1324), who traveled to the Orient with
his uncle, a merchant from Venice, and
returned to Italy with much information
about these countries and the customs of
the Arabs.

Traveler Ludovico di Varthema of Bo-
logna, who traveled throughout the land
of the Arabs in the sixteenth century and
wrote about the rituals of Hajj and Umrah
in Mecca and Medina.

The French traveler Laurent d’ Ar-

Napoleon Bonaparte

Al
Edward Lane

Richard Burton

vieux (1635-1702) who toured in Moroc-
o, the Levant and Turkey and wrote vol-
umes of memoirs known as the Mémoires
du chevalier d’ Arvieux.

The English traveler Edward Lane
(1801-1876), known in Egypt as Mansour
Afandi, wrote about the morals and cus-
toms of Egyptians.

The English traveler Richard Burton
(1821-1890), who had the traits and facial
features of Arabs, entered the Holy Land
in disguise dressing as an Indian Muslim.

Travelers were never ordinary peo-
ple but extraordinary men with a great
deal of science and knowledge. They
had to face many challenges, such as
learning the language and the local di-
alects of the country they want to trav-
el to. Being of a different religion, they
had to learn the Islamic rites, to be well-
aware of the Islamic doctrines and the
Arab genealogy. They had to mimic Arab
Muslims in behavior and customs and
wear Arab costumes to blend in with the
locals.

They succeeded in recognizing and
describing many of the landmarks and
monuments of Arab lands, and they
knew the hidden secrets of Arab lands.
They passed through deserts and nav-
igated across wolds to explore the un-
known, driven by various motives. They
faced hardships on the road and put up
with the hard times and the harshness of
desert. Their intellectual contributions
made part of history with their profound
impact in changing the course of events
between nations.



Every passenger or traveler must have experienced stories, anec-
dotes and wonders during his travels; each different culture and civili-
zation makes the travelers live and contemplate every single moment
they pass by because almost everything a traveler sees is novel for him
as if he is newly born in these different social environments. This is the
case of non-Arab travelers who visited the Arab land and who attracted
the attention of many writers to portray their adventures and the de-
tails of their journeys. In this issue of Orbits and Inscriptions, we have
selected the work of the researcher Asaad Al Fares « Western Travelers
in the Arab Land» published by Saqr Al Khaleej Publishing and Distri-

bution, Kuwait 1997.

The author was interested in depict-
ing the journeys of the Western travel-
ers who visited the Arab countries, thus
producing what can be described as a
manual of their impressions about our
countries. The content is considered a
historical, political and geographical re-
cord and a type of anthropological stud-
ies that contain photos, drawings and
important documents to highlight the
heritage, customs, traditions and events
in the Arab environment.

The western travelers toured the
Arab land for various reasons and mo-
tives. Regardless of their goals of travel,
some of them were men of science and
literature, while others were military men
or men on special missions. Their writings
often provide an exact description of the
population, architecture, flora and fauna
in the Arab ecosystem. Thanks to them,
the most important archaeological treas-
ures in our countries were discovered.

The author begins by introducing a
detailed account of travel in the old ages.
He mentions that people had known

traveling since then, and they started to
travel to discover the unknown in forest,
deserts, valleys, high mountain peaks
and overseas.

Perhaps the peoples of the Mediter-
ranean were the first to conduct com-
mercial and exploratory journeys on land
and sea including the people of Crete
and the ancient Egyptians who made ex-
ploratory trips during the reign of Snefe-
ru the Pharaoh.

Records show that the first Phoeni-
cian expedition was carried out in 665
BC, with the support of the Pharaohs of
Egypt. The campaign was launched from
the Mediterranean Sea in a circular jour-
ney that lasted for several years. When
those sailors reached new lands they
used to plant crops, test soil, and identify
plants and animals.

The Phoenicians were brave trave-
lers, but they monopolized knowledge
to avoid competition with others. More-
over, they kept spreading rumors, myths
and frightening accounts about the fog
in the sea, and the torrential currents

that destroy ships and take the lives of
adventurers.

The Roman expeditions had military
motives. After capturing Egypt in 29 BC,
they sent exploration journeys to the Up-
per Nile until they reached Bahr el Ghazal
swamps and then they rushed to the East
for the silk trade. The exploratory expe-
ditions have enriched the knowledge
about the limits of the discovered world.
In the time of Ptolemy, they reached the
north of Britain then to the south reach-
ing Sudan and the Great Lakes, and from
the Canary Islands in the Atlantic Ocean
to east China.

However, the Arabs used to have
a certain type of literature concerning
their journeys. We do not mean by the
word Arabs a specific race, but all those
who lived under the Islamic state, and
used Arabic as a language for communi-

cation and writing. Our Islamic heritage
is full of stories, poems and events that
tell the adventures of Arab travelers, de-
scribing the earth and its animals and
plants, the sky and its planets and stars.

For Arabs, traveling was a means to
experiment, to discover the wonders and
explore geography as well. Therefore, the
literature of these journeys was associat-
ed with the geographical science in or-
der to develop it.

If we want to review the literature of
world Journeys, we find the Greek jour-
neys relating to culture and science, the
Roman Journeys relating to wars and
conquests, while the Arab Journeys com-
bine both elements. Travel of the Arab
Muslims is one of the reasons for acquir-
ing a livelihood, and those who travel
would hear and see the wonders, accu-
mulate experiences and achieve gains.
Traveling reveals the real morals of men.

With the advent of Islam, traveling
became associated with Islamic thought,
conquest, language, literature, philoso-
phy and economics. This led to the emer-
gence of groups of men who were inter-
ested in both traveling and geographical
science. For instance, in the eighth cen-
tury, Al-Asmaei was a philologist, ge-
ographer and traveler. Another traveler
was Yaqut Al- Hamawi who recorded his
travel information and expertise in his
famous Mu’jam al-Buldan (Dictionary of
Countries). In the 9th century AD, Al-Wa-
qidi was one of the pioneers to give the
Arabian Peninsula full geographical de-
scriptions.

Western traveling came after Arab

Wind Drinkers» portrait depicts travelers memories»

traveling. Not all those western travel-
ers who visited the Arab countries were
friendly; some of them felt hatred to-
wards Arab and Islamic countries. In the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, at
the height of the scientific and economic
revolution in Europe, Arab countries wit-
nessed unprecedented intensive activity
of travelers. However, the western litera-
ture of travel also has its own basis and
principles.

According to Francis Bacon, «Travel,
in the younger sort, is a part of educa-
tion; in the elder, a part of experience».
Later, this definition was developed to
encompass wider concepts including:

- Traveling is @ means to collect ge-
ographic information and to study the
habits and living conditions of peoples.
Specialists from developed societies,
that have economic, political and mili-
tary power, will benefit from this study.
Accordingly, a traveler is sent to collect
information, record events and obser-
vations for his country which in turn will
draw its policy towards the explored
countries. Eventually, information will be
made accessible to the cultural institu-
tions and specialized scientific staff.

- The Western traveler is a civilized
man, who has a vivid vision of life, and

a civilized message he wants to dissemi-
nate among less developed peoples and
developing countries. We can conclude
form these definitions that spreading
progress and civilization is a camouflage
for a clear colonial trend.

Political hegemony, economic ex-
ploitation, and the plundering of other
peoples’ wealth need a fabricated logic.
Hence the claim that Westerners - es-
pecially the travelers - did not come to
exploit the Orient, but to the contrary
they have come to help poor people in
developing nations that have not been
fortunate enough to reach the high level
attained by Western countries.

Only those who had special inter-
ests, physical, psychological and cultural
capabilities, coupled with the ability to
endure hardships and face death at any
moment, could travel through the Arab
countries. Most of those travelers were
military men, intelligence agents, univer-
sity students, traders and adventurers,
diplomats and men on special missions.

But if one raises the question: Why
did they come to the Arab world at a crit-
ical period in its history; the end of the
protection, or rather, the rule of the Otto-
man in the Arab region?

Despite potential threats that may
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Heritage Tourism

|'am fascinated by how developed countries take care of to their monuments; enacting strict legislation
to preserve them, protecting and restoring them, so they turn into universal destinations for tourists from all
over the world. This generated large amounts of money, hitting two birds with one stone, as they preserve
their heritage and promote it, and in the same time they make their countries more known to others.

On the other hand, our monuments are being stolen or left to decay with time, despite the rising calls
from Arab and other archaeologists everywhere, appealing to the Arab governments to ensure that the
remaining monuments are protected against theft, vandalism and deterioration.

| do not exaggerate if | say that the monuments of the Islamic countries, are the most important mon-
uments of the world today, but is there anyone who knows the value thereof in order to succeed in making
them a source of livelihood for poor people who do not have oil and innovations that make them live in
prosperity? Luckily, the UAE government has long taken care of monuments and preserved them, bringing
many of university missions to uncover its treasures. The most important of these sites is Saruq Al Hadid
“the Way of Iron" discovered in Dubai by His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.

Tourism has become one of the most profitable industries, supporting local and global economy.
There're different types of tourism such as: Cultural, religious, medical, historical and other types of well-
known tourism, including heritage tourism which is traveling to know the history of a civilization in a par-
ticular place or country, and to see the historical monuments and relics of particular civilizations, through
which we get to learn about the stories of people and places of such countries.

Historical tourism has many benefits, including bringing people closer to diverse civilizations and
their history, through knowing history more realistically than reading it in books, or watching it through
the internet or TV channels. The experience of arriving into a place, seeing it and feeling it is definitely
different from merely hearing about it.

Worldwide tourism to global heritage sites is increasing 8 to 12 percent per year on average, ac-
cording to World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), with many sites doubling or tripling in visitation and
revenues every 10 years. The UNWTO forecasts that international tourist arrivals will surpass 1.6 billion
persons by the year 2020.

The World Heritage Committee periodically adds new sites within the World Heritage List. In its 41st
session held in July 2017, the committee inscribed 21 new sites bringing to 1,073 the total number of
sites on the World Heritage List

In many developing countries, global heritage sites now generate more foreign exchange revenue
than other industries including mining, logging, and agricultural exports. An estimated one-third of all
international tourism is related to visiting cultural heritage sites.

Heritage tourism is a major source of income generating billions of dollars every year. World Heritage
Fund, a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving historical heritage around the world, estimates
that by 2025, global heritage sites can be a $100 billion a year opportunity for developing countries if a
worldwide effort is made for their preservation and responsible development.

| call on all Arab countries to do all they can to develop their heritage sites and to train their people to
take care of them, turning such sites into a source of income. More attention should be also paid to pub-
lishing historical and scientific research and inviting scientists from all universities in the field of heritage
to visit and highlight Arab historical sites. Another point that we should not forget, is history and tourism
TV channels, such as History Channel, National Geographic, Discovery and others; these channels would
play a significant role in attracting tourists to heritage sites in our region.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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