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Book Title: The Medici: Power, Money, and Ambition in
the Italian Renaissance

Author: Paul Strathern

Published: March 7,2016

Publisher: Pegasus Books

A vivid, dramatic, and authoritative account of
perhaps the most influential family in Italian history:
the Medici.

A dazzling history of the modest family that rose to be-
come one of the most powerful in Europe, The Medici is a
remarkably modern story of power, money, and ambition.
Against the background of an age that saw the rebirth of
ancient and classical learning Paul Strathern explores the
intensely dramatic rise and fall of the Medici family in Flor-
ence, as well as the Italian Renaissance which they did so
much to sponsor and encourage.

Strathern also follows the lives of many of the great
Renaissance artists with whom the Medici had dealings,
including Leonardo, Michelangelo and Donatello; as well
as scientists like Galileo and Pico della Mirandola; and
the fortunes of those members of the Medici family who
achieved success away from Florence, including the two

“Hfraibgrn be g mevelni ppr gmd @ Belee e L .

PAUL STRATHERN

T
1

MEDICI

L

FOWER. MONEY and AMBITION
in the ITALTAN EENAISSANCE

Medici popes and Catherine de’ Médicis, who became
Queen of France and played a major role in that country
through three turbulent reigns.

About the Author:

Paul Strathern (born 1940) is a Scots-Irish writer and academic. He was
born in London, and studied at Trinity College, Dublin. Besides five novels, he
has also written numerous books on science, philosophy, history, literature,
medicine and economics. He is the author of two successful series of short
introductory books: Philosophers in 90 Minutes and The Big Idea: Scientists
Who Changed the World. His book on the history of chemistry entitled Men-
deleyev’s Dream (2000) was short-listed for the Aventis Prize, and his works
have been translated into over two dozen languages.
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A life full of achievements in the field of documentation

Highlights on the biography of the late historian
Mohamed Morsi Abdullah

A Scientific Value

Dr. Mohamed Morsi Abdullah was born on December
18, 1929 in the city of Beni Suef in Egypt, 115 kilometers
south of Cairo. He grew up in an educated middle-class
Egyptian family.

He joined the Faculty of Engineering at Cairo Univer-
sity for a year and then decided to leave it. He joined the
Faculty of Arts because he discovered that he was not
meant to become an engineer. He had a literary interest
and a desire to read, know and write, so he took his deci-
sion and studied History.

Political Developments

As a university student, Dr. Mohamed witnessed his-
torical events in the transition from monarchy to republic
in Egypt. After graduating, he worked as a teacher of so-
cial studies, then an employee in the
tourism sector in Egypt, a teacher in
Bir Zeit in Palestine and a principal of
the secondary school in Doha, Qatar.

His Excellency Ahmed bin Khal-
ifah Al Suwaidi, told me that his rela-
tionship with Dr. Mohamed started in
Qatar when he was studying in high
school in the academic year 1959 and
1960 and said that Dr. Mohamed was
running the school efficiently.

In 1961, Dr. Mohamed returned to
Egypt and began thinking about pur-
suing his postgraduate studies on the
history of the region.

Dr. Mohamed mentioned in one
of his writings: “I discovered after my

powerful and that we would wrong ourselves if we let the
West write the history of our region. So, it became my big-
gest concern to write transparently the history of the Arab
world events and decided to change the course of my life!”

Dr. Mohamed’s dream was achieved and he obtained
a master’s degree from Cairo University in 1965 and his
thesis was titled: “Relations between Saudi Arabia and
Oman”. Because of his knowledge and specialization in
Oman’s history, the Ministry of Culture in the Sultanate of
Oman was keen to host Dr. Mohamed in its historical con-
ferences on the history of Oman.

After becoming the ruler of Abu Dhabi, our father
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan - may God have mercy
on him - wanted to collect the history of the UAE and its
documents entrusting this task to His Excellency Ahmed
bin Khalifah Al Suwaidi, who in turn chose Dr. Mohamed,
who was specialized in the region’s
history and had good knowledge
about the British, French and Ottoman
archives.

Office of Documents

The Office of Documents and
Studies was established and attached
to the Emiri Diwan of Sheikh Zayed bin
Sultan in 1968. A circular was issued in
October 1969 to all directors of de-
partments in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi
in order to cooperate with this office
to preserve the documents related to
the development of the Emirate.

Dr. Mohamed proposed to travel
to Britain to complete his doctorate;

travels that history is written by the A History of the United Arab Emirates  Sheikh Zayed encouraged and helped

’ ’ We have wronged ourselves when we let others write our history

Institutions and Documents Foundation to Cultural Foundation

' ’ In 1984, a presidential decree was issued to change the name of Cultural

him to join the University
of Cambridge and began
his thesis titled: “The UAE
in British Strategy between
1892-1939", he received his
PhD in 1975.

In 1981, the Cultural In-
stitutions and Documents
Foundation was estab-
lished. In December, the
Documentation Center was
transferred to this institu-
tion. In 1982, Dr. Mohamed
was appointed as a member
of the Cultural Institutions
and Documents Founda-
tion, headed by Ahmed Al
Suwaidi.
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In 1984, a presiden-
tial decree was issued to  ynited Arab Emirates

A New Reading in the History of the

change the name of Cultural
institutions and documents Foundation to Cultural Foun-
dation. Sheikh Zayed used to visit the center to see the
documents and ask questions because history was very
important to him.

In 1999, the Center for Documentation and Studies
was annexed to the Presidential Office and was super-
vised by HH Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

Valuable Literature
Dr. Mohamed has read a lot, has travelled to attend in-
ternational conferences and has written a lot of literature
and research, including: “Abu Dhabi between Yesterday
and Today’; “The UAE and its Neighbors’, “The UAE, Oman

and the First Saudi Arabia State” and the three-volume “A
Modern Reading in the History of the United Arab Emir-
ates in the Light of Arabic Manuscripts, Portuguese, Dutch
and British Documents and Recent Archaeological Discov-
eries”.

He created the official map of Abu Dhabi and the offi-
cial map of the United Arab Emirates. He was a member
of the Union of Arab Historians and the Secretariat Gen-
eral of the Gulf Centres, and has published many papers
in specialized journals on the Middle East and the Gulf
region.

After years of service in the UAE, collecting its archives
and writing its history, he died on October 4, 2005.
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Over a Million Titles in 3 Years

The Arab’s First in Knowledge and Diversity

‘Dubai Digital Library’

Researcher and consult-
ant Jamal bin Huwaireb, CEO
of Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum Knowledge Foun-
dation (MBRF), confirmed
that the Dubai Digital Library
(DDL), which was launched
just three years ago, has be-
come the Arab’s first library in
terms of knowledge and diver-
sity, for it is going to contain
around a million titles next
year, compared to a hundred
thousand titles in 2018.

In an evening session organized
by Jamal Bin Huwaireb Studies Center
entitled “Dubai Digital Library: a Plat-
form for Preservation and Access to
Heritage” Professor Khaled Abdelfattah
Mohamed, Director of DDL, spoke in
the presence of a group of research-
ers, intellectuals, specialists and media
members, including Heritage Research-
er Abdullah bin Jassim Al-Mutairi, writer
and poet D. Shehab Ghanem, D. Khaled
Al-Wazani, Advisor at the Foundation,
Writer and Media specialist D. Shaker
Nouri, Writer Mohammed Saleh Badah,
Heritage Researcher Rashid bin Hashim
and others.

“One of the most important fea-
tures of the UAE's vision is its deep be-
lief in human development, which is at
the center of development in all fields.
By building and developing human

capital, the UAE strives for achieving
excellence and first ranks in all areas of
development at the global level, to be
a prominent example of success and

excellence. The Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum Knowledge Foundation
has developed an integrated vision for
the development of the Dubai Digital
Library, to be the world leader in provid-
ing access to knowledge materials with-
out limits, to serve as a unique model for
future libraries!, said Bin Huwaireb.

The Knowledge Era

Director of DDL, Professor Khaled
Abdelfattah Mohamed said: since
its inception, DDL has endeavored to
consolidate the principles of access to
knowledge, which is the basic prem-
ise of all MBRF's initiatives. MBRF has
developed an integrated vision of the
prospects for access to information and
knowledge-sharing, based primarily on
the fact that knowledge is a right for all,
the most important commaodity, prod-
uct and service in the current era, the
knowledge era.

Perhaps the most important new
prospects presented by DDL include
the richness of digital content, as the
library is one of the largest open Arab
libraries in terms of the volume of con-
tent available, which amounts to more
than a quarter of a million titles. These

Jamal bin Huwaireb:
Developing human capital to achieve excellence and assume top ranks

Professor Khaled Abdelfattah Mohamed:
Prospects for future development depend on building an integrated
(all-in-one) interactive environment

titles contain over two million and 600
thousand distinct digital materials,
including books, summaries, newspa-
pers, magazines, articles, research and
heritage materials covering all areas of
human knowledge in a unique and dis-
tinct diversity

Excellence and Quality

‘From the beginning, the Library
has set the excellence and uniqueness
of the quality of Arabic content as its
strategic objectives with the aim of
bridging the knowledge and digital
gap faced by the Arab reader in order
to serve the Arabic language and Ara-
bic readers all over the world; said the
lecturer.

‘DDL has also provided access to
knowledge through its platform, open
to all UAE nationals and residents, so
thatanyone on the UAE's land can easily
and freely access knowledge, while pre-
serving the intellectual property rights
of all local, regional and global publish-
ing houses, added Dr. Khaled.
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About the Lecturer:

Nominal Charges

Dr. Khaled said:
DDL provides non-free
content at nominal pric-
es supported by the
Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum Knowledge
Foundation and in col-
laboration with publish-
ing houses who share
the same aim of serving

Bin Huwaireb honoring Prof. Khaled

knowledge to all.

“DDL has sought to be compatible
with all mobile devices by building a
smart application system compatible
with Android and iOS systems, where
applications can be downloaded from
Google platforms and Apple Store’, add-
ed Dr. Khaled emphasizing that “pros-
pects for future development depend
on building an integrated all-in-one in-
teractive environment that combines an
integrated set of sub-portals”.

Important Details
The role of the digital library is

(preservation, organization, availability,
use, citation, knowledge impact meas-
urement and management)

The Dubai Digital Library comprises
several libraries, the most important of
which is the Zayed Library, which was
launched in conjunction with the Year
of Zayed. Visitors can access the ‘Zayed
Library’ link and view all the books and
videos of the late founding father of the
UAE. This includes around 500 written
and illustrated articles. DDL also con-
tains Paralympic, Literary, Historical,
Space, Energy and “ePub” libraries.

Dr. Khaled Abdelfattah Mohamed, is the Director of Dubai Digital Library and Digital Content, he is a
professor of Information Science and Knowledge Management, Dr. Khaled is also the Director of the Digital
Library Unit in the Supreme Council of Universities. He has a PhD from University of Pittsburgh, USA, 2004.
He has master degrees from Cairo University 1999. He is a prolific author with over 25 research papers and
6 books. His recent book “Knowledge Representation and Retrieval of Digital Information” was published by

Qindeel in 2019.
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Niebuhr’s Expedition
and the Errors of Translators

Our ancient history was not docu-
mented, and we only knew about
it through a few stories, rare po-

ems, documents of the colonists
and a few Western travels

Why would travelers come to the Arabian Peninsula at a
time when there was little or no recorded history and little
knowledge of its importance? What would travelers benefit
from visiting these vast deserts, barely having any trees or
water with fierce tribes roaming around where the strong only
ruled and the united tribes only survived by defending their
territories?

In the middle of the eighteenth century, with those dangerous
atmospheres and those difficult years, King Frederick V of Denmark
was very much interested in our region at the time. The King formed
a delegation of scientists to set out on the Arabia Expedition. German
mathematician and explorer Carsten Niebuhr was invited by his teach-
er to participate in the expedition in 1760. Niebuhr was the only sur-
viving member to narrate this extraordinary journey. One of the King's
goals was to know the Arab regions and neighboring countries such as
Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Arabia and Iran.

What is important to us from this important journey is what
Niebuhr wrote about the Arabian Peninsula, his marvelous description,
astonishment by the conditions of its people and praising their morals.
He mentioned important information he heard from the Arabs he met.
This information would have been lost unless recorded by Niebuhr.

Niebuhr’s Memoirs

Sadly, Niebuhr was the only survivor of the Danish expedition
whose members perished due to diseases and other reasons. Niebuhr
recorded the journey in two volumes and became the witness to it. In
his book, he drew a more or less accurate map of the region which was
used for a hundred years after him, indicating his skill and experience.
Although Niebuhr survived death and wrote his very interesting mem-
oirs, his book did not survive the poor translation which was published
recently. | got tired trying to correct it, but to no avail due to the many
errors in the translation of proper names and places.

When the expedition was announced, people were asked to send
their questions for which they seek answers from returning members of
the expedition. | wondered and laughed at the ignorance of Westerners
in those days as if they think we were monsters and not human beings.

Our ancient history was not documented, and we only knew about

it through a few stories, rare poems, documents of the colo-
nists and a few Western travels. Those travelers wrote what
they saw, but their sightings were few due to lack of time and
the need to move quickly from one country to another. Their
lack of knowledge of the colloquial language in each region
they visited in the Arabian Peninsula made it even more dif-
ficult.

Some of them wrote and gathered information, some
drew ruins and others drew maps that were useful for those
who came after them, such as the map developed by Niebuhr,
whose journey is one of the most important Western trips to
the region after Balbi's.

To make matters even worse, consecutive translators who
have translated the trips and documents of our region didn’t
know the region and didn’t bother to investigate and check
the names contained in these Western texts, which makes it
far from the truth and righteousness. Publishers do not care
about these serious things that may enter researchers in dark
tunnels or in the desert of wandering, errors and illusions.

The Beginning of the Expedition

“King Frederick V of Denmark ordered to choose the right
people for this expedition and | was so lucky to be selected.
Five people were selected to make the trip: Professor Frederik
Christian von Haven who studied Oriental languages, Profes-
sor Peter Forsskal, natural history scientist, doctor Christian
Carl Kramer, Georg Baurenfeind: Artist and painter, tasked to
sketch the finds of the others and | was concerned with car-
tography’, says Niebuhr.

“Before we left, we had to go to the Gulf via Egypt and on
January 4, 1761, we sailed out on one of the King’s ships from
Copenhagen to Smyrna, under the command of Captain Fish-
er. We stopped in Constantinople and then went to Egypt.,
says Niebuhr about the track of the journey.

In the context of his speech, Niebuhr regretted that he did
not stay more in these countries as planned: “We were sup-
posed to stay there for two or three years and then go back

Carsten Niebuhr

through Basra and Aleppo. Had we stayed there for so long,
scientists would have been able to obtain adequate and rele-
vant information concerning the Arabian Peninsula”

The Tragedy of the Members of the Expedition

The members of the expedition could not continue their
journey and complete the research they started. In 1763,
Frederik Christian, died in Mocha and shortly afterwards Peter
Forsskal also died in Yarim, Yemen. Niebuhr, Bauernfeind and
Kramer decided to go to India. Their comrade Bauernfeind
died near Socotra. The only two survivors continued their
journey to India, then Kramer died in Bombay in 1764.

Their death was a tragedy and a loss for science and
knowledge; their bodies did not bear the atmosphere
of the Arabian Peninsula” Despite the fact that death de-
stroyed our journey, we have never failed to visit the Ara-
bian Peninsula. The number of members of the expedition
was big and we did not adapt to the way the people of the
country lived. We ate too much meat, which is unhealthy
food in the hot country. We also stayed long outside en-
joying the coolness of the night and did not pay attention
to the vast temperature difference between the mountains
and the plains” says Niebuhr.
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