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Book Title: The Silk Roads: A New History of the World
Author: Peter Frankopan

Published: March 7,2017

Publisher: Vintage

Far more than a history of the Silk Roads, this book is
truly a revelatory new history of the world, promising to
destabilize notions of where we come from and where we
are headed next.

From the Middle East and its political instability to Chi-
na and its economic rise, the vast region stretching east-
ward from the Balkans across the steppe and South Asia
has been thrust into the global spotlight in recent years.
Frankopan teaches us that to understand what is at stake
for the cities and nations built on these intricate trade
routes, we must first understand their astounding pasts.

Frankopan realigns our understanding of the world,
pointing us eastward. It was on the Silk Roads that East
and West first encountered each other through trade and
conquest, leading to the spread of ideas, cultures and re-
ligions. From the rise and fall of empires to the spread of
Buddhism and the advent of Christianity and Islam, right

A rars boak i

A NEW HISTORY

QFTHE

up to the great wars of the twentieth century—this book
shows how the fate of the West has always been inextrica-
bly linked to the East.

About the Author:

10

Peter Frankopan is Professor of Global History at Oxford
University, where he is also Senior Research Fellow at Worcester
College, Oxford and Stavros Niarchos Foundation Director of the
Oxford Centre for Byzantine Research.
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Humaid Al Qutami:
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Dubai has 3568 medical and health facilities

Juma Khalfan Belhoul:
Sheikh Rashid used to approve the “health” budget immediately

Ghubash said that Munira was good at
the art of photography and weapon re-
pair besides treating patients.

The Most Famous Female
Healers

Dr. Ghubash gave a wonderful
presentation in which she touched on
the most famous Emirati female heal-
ers, such as Rafia Bint Thani Bin Qutami,
who specialized in deep wounds and
eye treatment. Besides Maryam bint Saif
Al-Hamar, Rawda Khamis Al-Mansoori,
Fatima Saqr Salem Al-Nuaimi, Amna Bou
Debs, Suhaila Al-Dall and Afraa Salem ...
and many others

After Dr. Ghubash recounted the in-
cident of the spread of smallpox in the
region in the year 1936, she confirmed
the role of the late Sheikh Saeed Al Mak-
toum, the ruler of Dubai, and Sheikh
Shakhbut bin Sultan, the ruler of Abu
Dhabi, in treating the smallpox epidem-
ic, when Sheikh Saeed, known for his
humanity and his foresight, rejected iso-
lating the patients from their community
and insisted that they stay in their homes,
while Sheikh Shakhbut addressed the
ruler of Bahrain asking him for help to
treat the spreading of the disease.

Establishment of the DHA

Khalid Al Jallaf talked about estab-
lishing the DHA by decree of the late
Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum,
where His Highness Sheikh Hamdan
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler
of Dubai, was appointed as Chairman of
the Department and Dr. Hahnemann as

~
Juma Khalfan Belhoul
speaking at the symposium

Director General

Al Jallaf detailed the licensed private
sector establishments in Dubai, which
were mentioned by His Excellency Hu-
maid.

Health First

Dr. Juma Khalfan Belhoul spoke at
length about the achievements made
by the DHA during two decades, which
was dependent on foreign elements in
everything. He recalled when computer
system was introduced. The few years
later, we thought about building the
Dubai Hospital to cater for the emirate’s
needs for health services, especially af-
ter an increase in childhood illnesses.

When the issue was presented to
the late Sheikh Rashid, he immediate-
ly agreed, and Belhoul confirmed that
Sheikh Rashid used to approve the
budget of the Health Department with-

out discussion, as he believed that com-
munity health comes first.

Dr. Belhoul stressed that investing
in the health sector is an investment in
human competencies, so the govern-
ment has given the private sector the
advantage of investing in the health
field, and has become at the forefront of
countries that are concerned with med-
ical and health tourism.

Pediatrics

Dr. Abdullah Al Khayat talked about
working in the field of pediatrics, and he
said that they were fortunate that they
worked in pediatrics at Rashid Hospital
which was built in the year 1973. Their
department was established in 1980.

In 2007, the Department of Health
was transformed into DHA, in order to
move health services in Dubai to prosper-
ous and advanced levels, competing with
other health departments in many devel-
oped countries. In fact, the UAE became
attractive to medical investments, and
medical and health tourism.

At the end of the symposium, a
number of attendees commented on
some of its statements, including busi-
nessman Salem Al-Mousa, who asked
about the possibility of converting the
authority into a joint stock company.
To which Humaid Al Qutami replied, it
is about the quality of services that can
only be provided through government
institutions, not to mention that the
relationship between the government
and private medical sector is an integral
and strategic relationship.
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The UAE as a Global Destination for Medical Tourism

An expanded symposium on Dubai health services
at Jamal Bin Howaireb Studies Centre

His Excellency Humaid Al Qut-
ami, Director General of The Dubai
Health Authority (DHA), confirmed
that there are 3568 licensed med-
ical and health facilities in Dubai
and that the DHA regards the pri-
vate health sector as a strategic
partner in all stages and steps of
developing the health system.

Al Qutami also said that the
DHA looks with appreciation to the
leading private health institutions,
and looks forward to an important
role that these institutions can
play, to enhance the orientations
and efforts of the DHA in order to
provide the highest levels of health
care and enhance the quality of life.

Al Qutami delivered his intervention
in a symposium organized by JBHSC,
entitled “Dubai Modern Health Servic-
es .. History and Achievements”. The
participants were: Dr. Juma Khalfan Bel-
houl, the first Emirati Director General of
the DHA and the owner of the Belhoul
Hospitals Group in Dubai, Dr. Abdullah
Ibrahim Al Khayat, executive director of
Al Jalila Hospital, Chairman of the Dubai
Centre for Special Care, and the first Emi-
rati doctor in paediatrics since 1980, Dr.
Rafia Ghubash, former President of the
Arab Gulf University in Bahrain and the
founder of the first museum for women
in Dubai in 2012, and Mr. Khalid Al Jallaf,
the well-known Emirati artist in the field
of Arabic calligraphy, and director of the

Participants at the Dubai health services symposium

Research and Studies Department In
the Dubai Health Authority, in presence
of HE Humaid Al Qutami, HE Jamal Bin
Huwaireb, CEO of the Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge Foun-
dation, Chairman of JBHSC, and a large
number of doctors, businessmen, media
and press.

Arabs and Medicine

Khalid Al Jallaf talked about health
services in Dubai, and how they devel-
oped during the past few years, thanks to
the good visions of the wise leadership,
which made citizens health, education
and elevating their living standards a top
priority.

Al Jallaf talked about medicine ad-

vancement in old times among Arabs,
especially during the Umayyad and
Abbasid states, recalling the significant
contributions of Arab scientists such as
Al-Razi, Ibn Sina, lbn Al-Nafees, lbn Zahr
and others.

Society and Medicine

Dr. Rafia Ghubash said: The prosperi-
ty of health services is indicative of pros-
perity and development of society.

Dr. Ghubash touched on folk med-
icine and the manuscript of the book
of Saleh Al-Mutawa of Dubai, in which
he embarked upon the most famous
Emirati healers such as Ahmed Salem
Al-Mazrou in bone fracture, and Munira
Al-Mazrou in the field of treatment. Dr.
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historictimes
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about the region and the customs of its residents

Abu Dhabi and Al Ain oases have known stability and agriculture since pre-

The welcoming and generous hospitality of the people of the region facil-
itated the missions of travelers and produced important documentation

lomat and politician Percy Cox made
a journey from Abu Dhabi to Muscat,
through Al Ain and Al Jabal Al Akhdar.

Cox takes a photo showing Sheikh
Zayed and his children. After obtaining
a permit from Sheikh Zayed bin Khal-
ifah to travel to Al Ain, Cox wanders
in Abu Dhabi. Cox describes Sheikh
Zayed as “a young man characterized
by handsomeness, intelligence, and a
thirst for knowledge about the wider
world.”

Hospitality

In the winter of 1903-1904 Her-
mann Burchardt begins his journey
parallel to the coast of the Arabian Pen-
insula. When he arrived in Abu Dhabi
on February 2, 1904, he was escorted to
meet Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifah, where

“Along the Gulf: From Basra to Muscat” by
Hermann Burchardt

Burchardt received generous hospitali-
ty throughout the six days he spent in
the city. Burchardt was authorized to
roam around and take whatever pic-
tures he wanted.

Meeting after years

The American doctor and mis-
sionary Paul W. Harrison (1883-1962)
visited Abu Dhabi. Harrison says: “my
meeting with this city was like meet-
ing an old friend | had not seen for a
long time, and in Abu Dhabi we stayed
at the council of the Ruler Sheikh Ham-
dan bin Zayed (1912-1922). | found
Arabs similar in the rest of the other
emirates: they all carry guns over their
shoulders, with black beards; their
guns stick to them as we wear neck-
ties... In all of these areas, people were
very friendly with us, and we were met
with great generosity and countless
feasts”

Arabian Sands

In his book The Arabian Sands,
Wilfred Thesiger (1910-2003) describes
Abu Dhabi as a small town that ex-
tends along the Gulf coast. “A large
castle overlooked the small town that
stretched along the beach, with few
palm trees, and a water well nearby.”
Adds Thesiger. Sheikh Shakhbut Bin
Sultan, Ruler of Abu Dhabi (1928-1966),
hosted them in a house close to the city
market, where Wilfred Thesiger stayed
for twenty days.

Sheikh Shakhbout bin Sultan Al Nahyan

PP

Bani Yas is the first tribe to set-
tle in the area and establish
a community that inhabited
this part of the coast

Unity and cohesion

In his report, Buckmaster says: He ar-
rived in Abu Dhabi early in the morning
on March 11, 1952, accompanied by his
Arab assistant Ali Al Bustani. Buckmaster
tells about the days he spent in the Al Ain
region. He draws his information about
Abu Dhabi tribes from Sheikh Zayed and
his companions from the top tribesmen.
Buckmaster also mentions that Bani Yas
is one of the most powerful and united
tribes in the Trucial Coast of Oman.

Orbits & Inscriptions .



Abu Dhabi in the Writings of Western Travelers

Dr. Ali Afifi Ali Ghazi

The emirate and city of Abu
Dhabi enjoy a geostrategic loca-
tion, where Arab groups lived. De-
spite the difficulties of living, Abu
Dhabi and Al Ain oases have known
stability and agriculture since pre-
historic times.

Oman and the Southern Coast
of the Gulf, is a book published by the
Arab American Oil Company in 1952.

According to the book, the city of
Abu Dhabi“was established around the
year 1175 AH / 1761 CE by the Arabs
of Al Bu Falah. It is possible that oth-
er members of the Bani Yas tribe may
have participated in the establishment
of Abu Dhabi”

The book also describes Abu Dha-
bi as a city with a good marina, with
a population of approximately ten
thousand people, and it consists most-
ly of huts made of palm fronds, and a
few buildings constructed of stones.
Among these buildings is the Grand
Mosque and two palaces of the ruler.

Precise details

The British surveyor George Barnes
Brucks presents a report that contains
many precise details. He mentions that
Abu Dhabi is a sandy island that was
ruled by Sheikh Tahnun bin Shakhbut of
Bani Yas (1818-1833). The Bani Yas is one
of the main tribes in the Arabian Peninsu-
la, and most of them resided in separate
areas of the interior called Al Dhafra.

Brucks praises Sheikh Tahnun: “the

Sheikh Zayed with his brothers Shakhbout and Khalid

handsome, generous and the best
Sheikh of the coast”
The American traveler Samuel

\ \'/

Zayed the First

Zwemer (1867-1952) describes Abu
Dhabi saying: “Abu Dhabi is the most
important city in the region. The Bani
Yas was the first tribe to settle and es-
tablish a community inhabiting this
part of the coast. The city is independ-
ent, and it is under the rule of Sheikh
Zayed bin Khalifa (Zayed the First) who
had a strong influence extending to the
tribes of Al Jabal Al Akhdar.. The popu-
lation of Abu Dhabi, by no means, does
not exceed ten thousand people. With
the exception of a few houses and one
castle, all the buildings in the city were
built with palm trees and palm fronds.

Zayed the First
In 1902, the British traveler, dip-
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A rare photo of Sheikh Zayed the First taken by a traveler

born babies, names of the dead, the poems of poets he heard
and the incidents he witnessed in full details. His notebooks
contain very valuable historical memories of the region.

This scholar passed away in 1991, and his family threw
and burned all these notebooks. (There are many records of
documents belonging to families, companies and institutions
that were destroyed due to the neglect of their owners and
the lack of awareness of their value). God Almighty willed that
this scholar was visited by a friend of his six months before his
death. The scholar memorized a 50 stanza poem he had heard
from the poet himself who died in the early sixties. The visitor
wrote down the poem as he heard from the scholar - it is not
documented in the original poet’s book of verses and is a his-
torical poem chronicling important events. After the death of
that righteous scholar and the mistake his children committed
to his documents, this poem was the only survivor from this
cultural holocaust.

Berlin Museum
Here, we highlight an example that gives us an idea of the
importance of preserving documents. When | visited the Berlin
Museum in 1997, located in East Berlin, and while viewing the
pictures displayed there, | saw a rare image of Sheikh Zayed bin
Khalifah (Zayed the First), taken by a German traveler and pho-
tographer who visited Abu Dhabi and Dubai in 1909.

| called the woman who studied these pictures in 1997
and asked the museum director: ‘How did these pictures reach
here?’ He said: In 1909, this German photographer was killed
in Yemen, so his memoirs and photos were moved to Berlin,
and his nephew came, after years, and delivered these pictures
and memos. This is how these precious pictures - depicting
Sheikh Zayed the First sitting in front of a fortress, and show
his children on horses - were preserved. Without the awareness
of traveller's nephew about the value of the documents, which
the traveller spent his life in collecting, we wouldn't have ob-
tain them. These photos document scenes that were not docu-
mented in that ancient time.

Documents are the link between us and the past, and the
break of this chain represents a rift in society. Not only do |
mean by documents what is written, but it is a word that in-
cludes the written form and other tools, pictures and audiovis-
ual recordings. All these documents bear witness to the past,
and give the generations the determination and persistence to
build on the foundation established by their fathers, to follow
the path and complete the journey. Life is a chain whose rings
are linked to together. When the ring of the past is cut off, we
will go into the dark, distorted present. But when we adorn our
present with the documents of the past, the chain completes
its rings, and then the generations build their future on a solid
unshakable foundation regardless of the winds of adversity.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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Do Not Bury Documents
with Their Owners

Documents are the remaining speaking tongue and the faithful
witness which establishes history and informs the descendants about
some of the news that occurred during the times of the ancestors.

Documents are the scale that weighs civilized nations, and dis-
tinguishes them from those that forgot their past, overlooked it, and
viewed the present as the beginning and the end.

A nation that only looks at the present without looking at its past
is at a great precipice.

This is because the present will inevitably become a past, and the
present in which we live was a future that parents and grandparents
looked forward to. Those who witnessed and narrated the news of
their ancestors in the bittersweet past days were able to record them
despite the scarcity of the means of recording during that primitive
era. The talks in the moonlit nights were conveyed in prose, poetry,
and narration, making the Arab Library rife with hundreds of historic
works in addition to giving history its full consideration. The Arab Li-
brary discloses priceless treasures, in which they wrote the news and

Jamal Bin Huwaireb
Chief Editor

conditions of their ancestors, with their pros and cons.

Unfortunately, today we do not pay attention to the importance
of documents in our lives. We would not have those heritage manu-
scripts that our ancestors had categorized, and the Arab library would
not contain thousands of invaluable works, unless those manuscripts
were kept and recorded by the people who followed our ancestors
and were aware of their importance.

The Demise of Documents

When a man of importance dies nowadays, all the documents he
left behind die as well. His family bury them alive with him, and they do
not know that these documents will unveil important details in the near
future. What is new now will be old later, this is the way of the world.

My friend, Professor Ali al-Matroushi, found a very precious ancient
manuscript tossed in the trash. This manuscript is now in the Ajman Mu-
seum. Had it not been found by Professor Al-Matroushi, it would have
been lost in the trash, as were hundreds of documents that had fallen
victim to the neglect of the owners’ families.

There was a scholar who used to recite Quran over patient. He was
born at the beginning of the last century in Jumeirah. This man was well
aware of documentation. He used to write down the names of the newly

4 Issue No. (22-23) December - January (2019 - 2020)




DIFAFPUBLISHING

% WHGA (K dloa | o0

N T e =

Jamal Bin Howaireb Studies Center



| " Janﬁl Bin HuWwaireh
- stionger Together: |

. AToleotwiston

Jamal Bin Howaireb Studies Center




aslall gwiaall

Gyl Galg Aslilg ASLADI s Cyatai

Jualgill
e cailo

0097143940309

_ Iy

4 UL AT P LUU//»’&
2 = SEIGEES

Jamal Bin Howaireb Studies Center

Lislami @
o0 bl doss
A el aslllg a)lillg Lilill
& ully piillg §uigilly

;jS3all Ciloss @

el Jouall cabwlys @
cujaillg awaladll culjlbiiwdl @
Cilpoigeg yajles ®

aillg Gndll @

Glpllg aglillg sl iS jslgig eml Jouid dole diiSo .

OpSaallg clusill jLs aabaiwl @
siopis) & siso ®

«yligdig iljlao» jSpoll dlao @

Jbhscae [@)Jbhscae @& Jbhscae [ Jbhsc AE



