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She describes Sheikha Salaama as a very
intelligent and wonderful woman who
raised her children on moral virtues

She loved the Bedouins and their lives and lived their reality, dreams

sis Hospital"

Mother of the rulers

In her memoirs, Gertrude Dyke de-
voted space to Sheikha SalaAma bint
Butti, in which she wrote: “One of the
greatest women in this country was
Sheikha Salaama bint Butti Al Qubaisi,
who was fondly known as Umm esh
Shyuukh (“mother of the rulers”). She
was born around 1890 and died in
1970. When | first met her, | admired
her royal posture and kindness. The
late Sheikh Zayed used to come to vis-
it her almost every day, and therefore
it was a privilege for us to have the op-
portunity to sit with him there!

Humanity and modesty

Latifa spoke of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, say-
ing: “His Highness Sheikh Mohammed

bin Zayed is a very kind
and modest person, and
has a great position in
the hearts of the hospital
staff”.

Latifa’s Death

The Government of
Canada has presented
Gertrude with the Order
of Canada, that country’s
highest civilian honour,
and a Queen Elizabeth

. .'-.u"-.b."e}'ih‘l-'- -

Il Golden Jubilee medal
for her life of dedication

Sheikh Zayed with his sons Sheikh Mohammed (in the
middle) Sheikh Hamdan (right) and Sheikh Hazza 1970

and service to the people
of the Emirates. Gertrude spent her
years of retirement in Canada until she
passed away on October 17, 2009.
On November 29, 2010 Latifa has
been posthumously honoured with the
Medal of Independence of the Third Or-

Joyce with patients in 1961

12

A visitor with the coffee pot always at the
entrance of the birth warden 1963
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der, bestowed by Sheikh Khalifa, Presi-
dent of the UAE, in recognition of her
efforts in the service of the health sec-
tor. The Medal was received by Ernest
Dyke, Gertrude’s elder brother.

The National Archives singled out a
pavilion in the Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Hall, located at the headquarters, for
the possessions of the Canadian nurse
Gertrude Dyke, in the light of the direc-
tives of His Highness Sheikh Mansour
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of Presidential
Affairs, President of The National Ar-
chives Board.

These possessions are rare photos
presented by the family of the late Lati-
fa as a gift to the Archives.



’ ’ Sheikh Zayed was aware of the need for healthcare services to treat citizens

’ ’ Latifa mastered the Bedouin accent and wore traditional clothing

Fondness of Arabic
and Bedouins

Latifa talks about her relationship
with the place and her life details
there, noting her love and her strong
attachment to Emirati attire. The only
difficulty for her was the Arabic lan-
guage, which compelled her to trav-
el to Bahrain to learn Arabic through
special training courses.

Latifa learned the local dialect
from the community. She says she
returned to Canada after she stayed
in Al Ain for 5 years and decided to
stay for one year in Canada. However
she could not, because she felt strong
nostalgia for the UAE, so she quickly
returned.

Midst of Changes
Gertrude Dyke arrived in the
Emirate of Abu Dhabi, at a time that
witnessed many important develop-
ments in the region, which followed
the discovery of oil and the exploita-
tion of its resources. She was in a

Oasis Hospital in Al Ain
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unique position that allowed her to
record through her lens a lifestyle in
the process of transformation, leaving
a wonderful collection of thousands
of photos, and invaluable
personal documents.

Rare Photos

Nurse Gertrude Dyke
and her role had a place in
the minds of the citizens
of Al Ain, as she spent 38
years working at Oasis Hos-
pital from the early 1960s
until 2000. And due to her

Dr. Kennedy with his family in the desert

love for the UAE, she did re-

turn to her homeland until 2005.
Latifa says: “l loved the Bedouins
and their lives, merged and lived with
them and lived their reality, dreams, and
their simple customs and traditions”

Sheikh Zayed

Latifa says that she accompanied
Sheikh Zayed and Sheikha Fatima on
their trips to European countries; ei-
ther for treatment or entertainment.

Latifa says she met Sheikh Zayed
the last time in 2002: “He welcomed
us saying: “Marharba Latifal how are
you?”Then we sat down and he talked
to me about the conditions of the Oa-

Orbits & Inscriptions
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Treated patients and gifted the National Archive

footage of the early Renaissance

“Dr. Latifa”

4.3 years in love with the UAE

Many people came to the UAE
and did not expect or plan to stay
longer, but over time they were
linked to the place until they be-
came part of it. We cannot forget or
overlook what those people have
done to our homeland. These per-
sonalities include Canadian nurse
Gertrude Dyke AKA “Dr. Latifa”

Career start

Gertrude’s career began after she
finished her studies in 1960, where she
worked as a nurse in a small hospital in
Canada for two years. Thereafter, she
learned that a new hospital in UAE re-
quired nurses, so she came to Al Ain,
and ever since she loved Al Ain and
liked the simplicity of life at that time.
The goodwill of the inhabitants and
their constant welcome, as well as the
good treatment of the elders and rulers,
increased her fondness of the place.

Sheikh Zayed, ruler of Al Ain and
the Eastern Province at that time, was
aware of the need for healthcare servic-
es to treat citizens from deadly diseases.

Oasis Hospital
Meanwhile, work was under way
to build the Oasis Hospital. Sheikh
Zayed had donated his land, and it
was opened in January 1964.

“The Oasis” foreword by HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed

Latifa’s Days by Huwaida Atta

Dyke says: “In 1962 | had the am-
bition to leave my country, after | fin-
ished studying nursing. So, | went to
the Canadian Consulate and asked for
help to work in the Middle East, and
they told me that there was a newly
opened hospital in the Arabian Gulf;
the first hospital in Al Ain that needs
nurses. When | saw pictures of Abu
Dhabi taken by a Canadian painter, |
said, this is my place”

Magic of Simplicity
Dr. Latifa describes her feelings,

at the beginning of her presence in
the region, saying: “Everything that |
saw in the Emirates was different; the
weather, life and people, everything
was simple ... Since my arrival in Al
Ain, | have had strong relationships
with people. They are kind and their
hearts are full of love for everyone!

Dr. Latifa also portrays the Oasis
Hospital, saying: “The ruler of Al Ain
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
wanted to provide his people with
health care to alleviate the burden of
disease.”

10
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Book Title: Pandemic: Tracking Contagions, from
Cholera to Ebola and Beyond

Author: Sonia Shah

Published: February 16,2016

Publisher: Sarah Crichton Books

Prizewinning science journalist Sonia Shah presents a
startling examination of the history of viral infections that
have ravaged humanity—and how that knowledge pre-
pares us to stop the next worldwide outbreak.

Over the past fifty years, more than three hundred infec-
tious diseases have either newly emerged or reemerged, ap-
pearing in territories where they’ve never been seen before.
Ninety percent of epidemiologists expect that one of them
will cause a deadly pandemic sometime in the next two
generations. It could be Ebola, avian flu, a drug-resistant su-
perbug, or something completely new. While we can’t know
which pathogen will cause the next pandemic, by unrave-
ling the story of how pathogens have caused pandemics in
the past, we can make predictions about the future.

In Pandemic: Tracking Contagions, from Cholera to Ebo-
la and Beyond, Shah interweaves history, original reportage,
and personal narrative to explore the origins of epidemics,
drawing parallels between cholera, one of history’s most
deadly and disruptive pandemic-causing pathogens, and
the new diseases that stalk humankind today.

Toreveal how a new pandemic might develop, she tracks
each stage of cholera’s dramatic journey, from its emergence
in the South Asian hinterlands as a harmless microbe to its
rapid dispersal across the nineteenth-century world, all the

About the Author:

TRACKINE
CORTAEIONS,
iaw CHOLERA
1w EBOLA e

BEYOND

way to its latest beachhead in Haiti. Along the way she re-
ports on the pathogens now following in cholera’s footsteps,
from the MRSA bacterium that besieges her own family
to the never-before-seen killers coming out of China's wet
markets, the surgical wards of New Delhi, and the suburban
backyards of the East Coast.

By delving into the convoluted science, strange politics,
and checkered history of one of the world’s deadliest diseas-
es, Pandemic reveals what the next global contagion might
look like— and what we can do to prevent it.

Sonia Shah is a science journalist and prize-winning author.
Her writing on science, politics, and human rights has appeared
in the New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, Foreign Affairs,
Scientific American and elsewhere.



Dubai Radio (1970)

Dubai Radio replaced “Voice of the Coast’, which
stopped broadcasting in 1970.The headquarters of broad-
casting was the current radio and television building lo-
cated close to the Al Maktoum Bridge. Unfortunately, very
little information is available on Dubai Radio.

Among the local voices that have emerged are: the
late Abdel Ghafour Al-Sayed, Saeed Al-Hash and Saleh
Buhamid. Among the Arab voices are: Muhammad Al-Mu-
htaseb, Haseeb Kayali, Hassan Ahmed, Abdul Qadir Al-Kur-
di, Omar Abu Salem and Abdul Aziz Ismail.

Sharjah Radio (31/8/1972)

On August 31, 1972, the UAE Radio was inaugurated
from Sharjah, and on November 5, 1975, His Highness
Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qasimi issued a deci-
sion to annex the radio to the Ministry of Information. On
the 15th of November 2000, the UAE Radio was reopened
from Sharjah.

His Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Muhammad Al Qa-
simi, Member of the Supreme Council and Ruler of Shar-

jah, said at the reopening ceremony: “Through this radio
we will provide Islamic intellectual teaching that stems
from our reality and is not imported or strange to us. We
are primarily concerned with Arabic and Islamic culture,
which represent the main element in the formation of an
educated Arab citizen”

Then the local radio stations rolled in the Emirates,
where Ras Al Khaimah Radio opened on December 12,
1971, Umm Al Quwain Radio in March 1978, Ajman Radio
in 2001, and Fujairah Radio in June 2006.

Arabian Radio Network

Arabian Radio Network was established in Dubai in
March 2001 and it is the largest radio network in the re-
gion with a listenership of 3.7 million a week. ARN has the

Sheikh Zayed speaking on air through Abu
Dhabi Radio

Sheikh Zayed in an office  Sheikh Zayed during the
of Abu Dhabi Radio opening of Abu Dhabi
RadioRadio

largest audience base in the UAE. It has a variety of radio
stations that speak different languages, including two Ar-
abic-speaking radio stations; Al Khaleejiya and Al Arabiya.
All ARN stations are multiplatform with unique content ac-
cessible online and via the latest smartphone apps.

Is the radio era over?

Despite all the challenges faced by the radio, its impact
is still strong, as it attracts a lot of people who consider ra-
dio as their companion when they are traveling by car and
public transport. Millions of people still listen to music and
news on the radio, especially as it is available online and
on smart phones.

In 2016, “UNESCO” statistics revealed that the number
of radio listeners exceeded the number of TV viewers and
smart phone users. There are more than 800 radio stations
in developing countries, while nearly half of the world’s
population (3.9 billion people) are still unable to connect
to the Internet

*Emirati Writer & Researcher
Director of Dubai TV’s News Centre
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studied in Al-Shaab and Ahmadiyya schools. In 1966 he
obtained a high diploma in radio engineering from the
Institute of Radio and Electronics in India. He worked as
a video technician at Kuwait TV from Dubai and then an
advisor for communications affairs at the Dubai Police.

Simplicity and Richness

Thereafter, Ajman Radio (1961-1965) was founded
by Rashid Abdullah bin Hamdha Al Alili, and it broadcast
three hours a day.

Rashid traveled to Saudi Arabia, after the death of his
father, where he worked in a store that sells bicycles, televi-

sion and radios. He was taught to repair radios by an Indian
engineer. Six years later, he returned to Ajman and opened
a store to repair watches and radios.

The radio materials that were broadcast on Ajman Ra-
dio at the time included recitations from the Holy Quran,
Friday prayer sermons, poetry, news of the ruler, some re-
ligious instructions, what listeners demand, listeners’ mes-
sages, and a program for social solidarity.

Official Broadcasts

“Voice of the Coast” was the first official radio station
of the Trucial States in Sharjah (1964 - 1970), which was
established by the Trucial States Development Office. It
started broadcasting in 1964, and in 1970 it was replaced
by Dubai Radio on the same frequency.

Hessa Al-Osaili, UAE's first
female radio anchor

Salem Obaid Saif Al Aleeli

e

& T 7

United Arab Emirates TV from Abu Dhabi

It broadcast from the British base in Sharjah, which was
called (the station). It was home for the first Emirati radio
female voice, presenter Hessa Al-Osaili (in 1965), who was
15 years old at the time.

Hessa talked about the memories of those days, say-
ing: “The radio headquarters was only a broadcast room
based at the station, the old Sharjah Airport, which is now
known as the “Station Museum” in Al Qasimia, Sharjah.
| used to work from 4 pm till 10 pm and in the morning,
school was my main concern. Sometimes | used to provide
news bulletin and the “What listeners demand”, a program
dedicated to the listeners’ requests for national, traditional
and popular songs of the UAE.

Abu Dhabi Radio (25/2/1969)
Abu Dhabi Radio was inaugurated with a recorded

speech of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, in
which he said: “Peace, mercy and blessings of God. On the
occasion of the opening of Abu Dhabi Radio, | feel happy
to address this word to you and | am sure that you feel the
same way | feel. This radio broadcast should be concerned
with Islamic and Arab concepts, spiritual values, morals,
adherence to the true religion; Islam, authentic Arab cus-
toms, and traditions that we inherited from our fathers and
grandfathers. We are an Arabic and Islamic nation, and we
must adhere to Islam and its teachings, and teach Islam to
our children and grandchildren, because this is our duty
towards God and God is the one who provides success.”

Orbits & Inscriptions i



An Influence Transcending Boundaries
and A Fan Base Competing with
Modern Media

World Radio Day...

a Popular Appeal
with Timeless
Luster

Expressive Image of the Radio

UNESCO’s General Conference, at its 36th session held on November 3, 2011 pro-
claimed 13 February as World Radio Day. The date 13th of February is the day the
United Nations Radio was established in 1946. In December 2012, the United Nations
General Assembly formally endorsed UNESCO’s proclamation of World Radio Day,
thereby becoming a Day to be celebrated by all UN agencies, funds and programmes
Ali Obaid Al-Hameli* and their partners.

Early Radio Broadcasts in UAE The first individual attempts were in 1958 in Dubai through

Individual Attempts the retired Brigadier General Sagr Majid Al-Marri, born
In the UAE the radio broadcast started before the tele-  in 1939. The radio station was called Dubai Radio from
vision broadcast, through individual and official attempts.  Al-Shindagha, and broadcast for an hour daily. Al-Marri
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Diriyah were taken prisoners. Some were killed and some
were exiled, marking the end of the First Saudi State.
Between the years 1902-1903, young Abdul Aziz Al Saud
benefited from the lessons of history. He said:“We will go out to
the desert”. He went to the desert, so what will Al Rashid fight in
the desert? Al Rashid returned and could not beat Abdul Aziz.

Learning by example:

History, then, is the witness of past times, and the light of
facts through which you distinguish your enemy from your
friend. It is the life of memory and teaches man, institutions,
companies, governments, elders and kings. It is the messenger
of antiquity for it is the remains of past times.

Through history, we can benefit from the experiences of
the ancients, be prepared for the fluctuations of time, and look
to the future. It prompts us to consider, emulate and compare,
athing of greatimportance in building individuals and nations.

Learning by example is one of the most advanced ways of
self-improvement. Dissociation from history leads us to sep-
arate the present from the past, and keeps generations away
from their ancestors’ past. They, thus miss the chance to learn
lessons from past events that can be useful and a means of
measurement in their present and future, as measurement is
one of the finest methods of deduction and consideration.

All of this is accrued from the benefits of historiography,

Poster of Al-Majidi bin Dhaher Series

Abdul Aziz Al Saud

1
and these benefits will only be achieved by summoning all po-
tentials to serve the history of our country, in various ways; with
authorship, scientific research, and media production in all its
forms. If we do not produce historical series, documentaries,

YouTube videos, magazines, and historical books, how can our
history remain in the future?

Al-Majidi bin Dhaher:

We watched a series of Al-Majidi bin Dhaher, who is the
most important poetic figure in the UAE. Unfortunately, this se-
ries has not done justice to this eminent figure; neither the style
is correct, nor the language is correct. Reciting the verses is not
correct, and the accent is not even precise.

In addition, the actors’ behavior with the camel does not
amount to the Bedouin style; women do not ride camels like
men do. Moreover, the way actors deal with camels is not cor-
rect or similar to the way the Bedouin do. The way of carrying
the stick, holding the halter, setting up the saddle and making
the camel kneel down are all incorrect.

They also made a mistake in choosing the outfits and cos-
tumes, and reciting the verses was poor. The construction of
goat hair and palm tents is irrelevant to historical reality. The
series did not consider the peculiarities of our heritage; for in-
stance, the Emirati Bedouin does not build a house open from
the front.

Our writers, TV channels and archives need assistance.
Without concerted efforts and professional teamwork, we can-
not serve our history and heritage in a manner appropriate for
our state that outpaced the nations and reached the sky.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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History.. The Witness of
Times and the Teacher of Life

It is not possible to talk about the future in isolation from the
present, and it is not correct to talk about a successful and pros-
pering present in isolation from the past. Time is a chain of con-
nected rings, and any separation or interruption among them will
lead to a crack in the memory. This would give a distorted picture
of time that does not express the integration- one of the cosmic
ways upon which this universe was created, and which God made
them original anchors in the human nature on this earth.

History - like historiographers - should take pride in the fact that it
is the source of lessons and examples that serve as a torch to enlighten
the coming days. Ordinary people do not have the experiences gained
by a historiographer for they overlooked the past events of ancient
times. Hence Cicero says: “History is truly the
witness of times past, the light of truth, the I
life of memory, the teacher of life and the o Lol
messenger of antiquity.”

Jamal Bin Huwaireb
Chief Editor

How beautiful is the title, which carries
within it these meanings, that Ibn Khaldun i
gave to his book: Kitab al-’lbar wa-Diwan -3
al-Mubtada’ wa-I-Khabar fi Ta'’rikh al-’Arab
-iF

wa-I-Barbar wa-Man ‘Asarahum min Dhawi
ash-Sha’n al-Akbar "Book of Lessons, Record
of Beginnings and Events in the History of the Arabs and the Berbers
and Their Powerful Contemporaries”.

| wouldn’t repeat my grandfather’s mistake:

An allegation is only approved with evidence substantiating its
validity. Here, | tell a story that shows the importance of knowing the
history. In 1902, King Abdulaziz Al Saud entered Riyadh, and began to
establish the Third Saudi State. Former ruler of Najd, Riyadh, and Hail,
Abdul Aziz al-Miteb Al Rashid, wanted to invade Riyadh. Abdul Aziz
Al Saud was very young at the time but well aware of history. He said
to his family: “Get out of Riyadh, | wouldn't repeat my grandfather’s
mistake when he was trapped in the Diriyah. They asked him to leave
Diriyah when the armies of Ibrahim Pasha surrounded him, and he did
not leave. He said: | will be entrenched in Diriyah. So, what happened?
They destroyed Diriyah, where he, his family uncles and everyone in
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