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Shihab al-Din al-Nuwayri was a fourteenth-century
Egyptian polymath and the author of one of the great-
est encyclopedias of the medieval Islamic world—a thir-
ty-one-volume work entitled The Ultimate Ambition in
the Arts of Erudition. A storehouse of knowledge, this
enormous book brought together materials on nearly
every conceivable subject, from cosmology, zoology,
and botany to philosophy, poetry, ethics, statecraft, and
history. Composed in Cairo during the golden age of Is-
lamic encyclopedic activity, the Ultimate Ambition was
one of hundreds of large-scale compendia, literary an-
thologies, dictionaries, and chronicles produced at this
time—an effort that was instrumental in organizing the
archive of medieval Islamic thought.

In the first study of this landmark work in a Europe-
an language, Elias Muhanna explores its structure and
contents, sources and influences, and reception and
impact in the Islamic world and Europe. He sheds new
light on the rise of encyclopedic literature in the learned
cities of the Mamluk Empire and situates this intellectual
movement alongside other encyclopedic traditions in
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the ancient, medieval, Renaissance, and Enlightenment
periods. He also uncovers al-Nuwayri’s world: a scene of
bustling colleges, imperial chanceries, crowded libraries,
and religious politics.

Based on award-winning scholarship, The World in
a Book opens up new areas in the comparative study
of encyclopedic production and the transmission of
knowledge.

About the Author:

Elias Muhanna is the Manning Assistant Professor of Comparative Litera-
ture at Brown University. He earned his doctorate in Near Eastern Languages
& Civilizations from Harvard University and has held fellowships from the
American Council of Learned Societies and the Whiting Foundation. His re-
search focuses on encyclopedic literature in the Islamic world and Europe,
the cultural production of the Mamluk Empire, and the problem of the ver-
nacular in different literary traditions. Muhanna writes frequently for the
mainstream press. His essays and criticism have appeared in The New York

Times, The Nation, Foreign Policy, and other periodicals
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The meaning and origin of “coffee” remains anonymous to many

coffee consumers. In this issue of Orbits & Inscriptions, we have select-
ed the word “coffee” to talk about. Everyone knows that coffee is a hot
drink that can be prepared by boiling brown or black coffee beans in
water, either clear or flavored with cardamom, saffron and cinnamon.
However, what does “coffee” mean? What is its origin? Who discovered

it? Where and when?

In order to answer these questions, we start by mentioning that only
few people know that the origin of the word “coffee” is “wine".

Several poems expressed this idea including:
Itis such a reddish coffee with a musky aroma

Refined in a strainer to be sipped in goblets...

By: Rabi’ah bin Sufyan

If | were fortunate enough | would buy
Coffee with all the money | have
To please my heart wherever | go..
By: Yazid bin Muslimah bin Abd al-Malik

The day they left made me slightly tipsy

As if | was drinking coffee of Darom
Wine..

By: Ismail bin Yasar

It seems that many poets, precisely the
poets of the Jahiliyyah, have praised coffee
and associated it with wine. However, over
time, the meaning of coffee was changed
from wine to Punn (coffee). But, how has
this shift taken place?

At first, coffee was called wine as it can
give a feeling of fullness without eating a
single bite of food.

To clarify further, we need to dig for
the meaning, history and origin of Punn. In
Arabic, Panna means good aroma, and in
some Arab countries it means good flavor.
This vocabulary is frequently used in our
modern dictionaries. Most importantly, how
was Punn or coffee derived from the word
Panna?

Coffee has a great pleasant aroma and
studies have confirmed the good effects of
coffee in humans. Consequently, Punn was

derived from the word Punna which means
good aroma.

The second interpretation is that the
word Punn came from Bonga, an area in
southeastern Ethiopia. This interpretation
is probably out of the question; because
Bonga is an agricultural area that produc-
es lots of fruit and vegetables, so why such
products were not attributed to Bonga like
Punn was?

Given that Punna was the origin of the
word Punn, what was the origin of the word
coffee, which was used to mean wine? Why
did the Arabs call it wine although Islam
prohibits alcoholic beverages?

A possible interpretation could be that
the Arabs have replaced the “prohibited cof-
fee” (wine) with “Halal coffee” (Punn).

However, we exclude this interpreta-
tion as coffee was discovered in the ninth
century AH, while alcoholic beverages
were forbidden at the beginning of Islam.
Therefore, when the Arabs knew coffee in
the ninth century AH, poets praised Punn
in their poems and metaphorically called it
coffee.

Besides its delicious taste and good
smell, coffee was used for therapeutic pur-
poses. It had a rich history and was associat-

ed with the region where it was discovered.
During the fourteenth century AD, coffee
was discovered in the Kingdom of Kaffa a
region in southeast Ethiopia.

In the ninth century AH, the Yemeni
theologian Abu Bakr bin Abdullah al-Shaz-
ili al-Aidarousi visited Bonga, capital of the
Kingdom of Kaffa, where coffee was widely
grown, yet untapped into despite its abun-
dance. He found that coffee makes him feel
more energetic allowing him to worship
more vigorously, thus he started to recom-
mend it to his followers. So coffee spread
in Yemen and other countries and became
very popular. Yemeni Sufis took coffee to
Al-Hijaz (present-day Saudi Arabia) during
their many Hajj and Umrah journeys. From
there coffee reached Egypt, Turkey then Eu-
rope in the seventeenth century AD. In 1645,
the first coffee shop was opened in Italy.

In Islamic countries and European
countries as well, there had been a big de-
bate whether coffee should be “allowed”
or “outlawed”. Some presumed that coffee
has the same effects of wine, but this was
proved to be wrong.

"How can this coffee be prohibited
while | always drink it"(Sheikh Saeed bin
Khalfan ~ AL-Khalili)

After that, coffee spread to the rest of
the world. Nowadays, over 400 billion cups
of coffee are consumed worldwide each
year, which makes coffee one of the most
popular drinks.
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Maliha which dates back to the 12th century BC.

There are two sites in Umm Al Quwain: AlDoor
Site “Temple of the Sun” that dates back to the first
millennium BC, and Tal Abrak site, located between
Sharjah and Umm Al Quwain, which dates back to
fourth millennium BC.

Dhayah Fort, Shaml and Shaam sites are some of
the archeological sites at Ras Al Khaimah.

In Fujairah, we have many ruins dating back to
the period of the Portuguese Empire, in addition to
the ruins of Badiya district. The Ministry of Culture
has printed a book about the UAE Heritage includ-
ing all these archeological sites.

The English and Ruins

Architect Rashad pointed out that despite the
fact that British colonization significantly neglected
health sector in this area, yet the English were the best
in drawing maps of the region due to their defense,
commercial and preventive needs.

The first systematic survey of the Gulf Coast was
carried out by British naval officers between 1820 and
1829. The aim was to produce a range of data and in-
formation on the Gulf and its coasts for navigational,
military and commercial purposes.

They also prepared detailed maps of ports and
cities, and recorded information about geology and
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trade centers.

Thanks to these maps, we could explore the his-
torical walls of Dubai, especially Fahidi Fort in Dubai,
and the location of towers and castles were identified.

Traditional Architecture

There were many types of traditional architec-
ture in the country, including defense, residential,
service, commercial and religious buildings, all of
which were credited with introducing the culture
and heritage of the local community.

A traditional house included air towers called
“barajeel”.

The vibrant longitudinal traditional markets and
simple small-scale mosques, scattered across all re-
gion, are a clear expression of the richness and vari-
ety of traditional architecture.

The urban fabric containing the alleys of neigh-
borhoods and squares, the architectural features
characterizing buildings of different types, and the
defense buildings represented by castles and forti-
fied towers, reflect the history, heritage and life of
the local community.

Most of the fortresses were built on a rectangu-
lar plan. This is reflected in Qasr al-Hosn, which was
the residence of Al Nahyan family in Abu Dhabi, and
Fahidi Fort, which was founded and inhibited by Al

Maktoum family who moved from Abu Dhabi to
Dubai in 1833. Later in 1861, the Family moved to
Shindagha District.

There are plenty of fortresses in Sharjah, Ras Al
Khaimah, Umm Al Quwain and Ajman, and many
fortresses and watchtowers in Al Ain to protect palm
groves and Aflaj — the traditional irrigation systems
in many places in the Arabian Gulf region.

The towers and squares have been built for de-
fense and surveillance purposes. The UAE has hun-
dreds of towers; 60 of them are in Ras Al Khaimah,
most of which require restoration.

In Dubai, 13 towers have been renovated, includ-
ing Um al-Arjul Square. This Square is carried by sev-
en columns and was built in 1906. Located on two
high mountains in Hatta district, two round towers
were built in 1860.

Residential houses and mosques

In the deserts, nomads built hair
houses, while in the cities and urban
traditional communities of the UAE,
Arish houses were widespread. They
were characterized by their human
and spontaneous style and their re-
liance on locally available materials
such as palm fronds.

There are 18 types of traditional
houses, in addition to mud houses,
found in Hatta, Dhaid and Masafi,
and the Stone Tree House known as
“Kufal houses”. Large houses, spread
throughout the UAE, were built of sea stone, shells
and gypsum.

As for the mosques, “the Great Mosque” consist-
ed of 54 domes. Sheikh Butti bin Suhail built a Great
Mosque in 1908.

The lecturer spoke about educational institu-

Bin Huwaireb: There should

’ be laws to protect monuments
and prohibit demolishing
them

tions such as Ahmadiyya School, the oldest in Du-
bai “1912” Al Falah School, Al Shaab School, Al Saa-
da School, Khawla School and Al Saaid School. He
also talked about administrative buildings, building
materials and decorations, and the use of “barajeel”
for ventilation.

Heritage Preservation

Bukhash emphasized the importance of preserv-
ing the Architectural Heritage for several purposes:

- To develop and consolidate national identity.

-To spread awareness and preserve the Architec-
tural Heritage to be used in heritage tourism

-To capitalize on heritage for the present and the
future

- To register the UAE heritage in international or-
ganizations in order to further establish UAE’s status
at the world heritage map.

Bukhash also referred to the es-
tablishment of the Architectural
Heritage Society in 2003, which in-
cludes today about 1450 members,
seeking to achieve its objectives.

At the end of the lecture, Jamal
Bin Huwaireb thanked the lecturer
and the participants, calling for the
need to enact a legislation to pro-
tect UAE heritage from demolition
and tampering. He also stressed
the importance of the participa-
tion of the private sector in the UAE in preserving
the Architectural heritage, similar to the practice
of Bahraini traders, who contribute, on their own
initiative, to the restoration of ruins, proceed-
ing from their responsibility towards the nation
and its history.
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“Architectural Heritage in UAE"”

a lecture organized by Jamal Bin Huwaireb Studies Center

Bukhash: 3250 Archaeological Monuments in UAE

“There are about 3250 archaeological monu-
ments in UAE, some of which have been restored
and other parts are being renovated gradually ac-
cording to importance and need.” This is according
to Architect Rashad Bukhash, Chairman of Archi-
tectural Heritage Society in UAE, former member
of Federal National Council and former Director of
Architectural Heritage Department at Dubai Munic-
ipality.

During a lecture organized by Jamal Bin Hu-
waireb Studies Center (JBHSC), Bukhash added “The
UAE is seeking to make tourism an important source
of income besides oil and trade”.

Bukhash also asserted that under the guidance
of His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the
UAE and Ruler of Dubai, the Shindagha Heritage
District will be the largest open-air museum in the
world. Moreover, “the directions of Sheikh Moham-
med are being implemented for more than a year
and soon, we will witness the opening of this area,
which has been closed for maintenance and resto-
ration, hopefully attracting millions of tourists every
year.

Jamal Bin Huwaireb CEO of the Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge Foundation and Di-
rector of the JBHSC welcomed the lecturer and the
guests saying:“There is no doubt that protecting ar-
chitectural heritage and historic monuments is very
crucial. Actually, Mr. Rashad Bukhash,
Chairman of the architectural Herit-
age Society, has spent most of his life
in research and studies in architectur-
al heritage and ruins preservation. He
has exerted great efforts to restore
the monuments and to bring them
back to life. Moreover, he has always
contributed to inscribe these monu-
ments on World Heritage List.
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Rashad Bukhash

Our Identity ... our Pride

“I will summarize 8,000 years of architectural
heritage in a forty-five minute presentation,” said
Rashad Bukhash.“l hope you enjoy my presentation
as | will do my best to convey this very important
topic”

“Since we witness the Year of Zayed,” he contin-
ued, “I will start with his famous quote of wisdom:
He who does not know his past cannot make the
best of his present and future”

“We should learn from these wise words to ben-
efit from our heritage in order to build a better pres-
ent and future”, he added, “Perhaps His
Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al
Nahyan- President of the UAE- asserts
the words of the late Sheikh Zayed
when he says: There’s no present
and there’s no future for those who do
not have their own identity”

“HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime
Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai,

a

Rashad Bukhash: Under the
guidance of HH Sheikh Moham-
med bin Rashid Al Maktoum
“Shindagha Heritage District” is
the largest open-air museum in
the world

drew a roadmap by saying: We are proud of our past
and our present and we face the future with unflag-
ging determination”, continued Bukhash.

Historic Monuments

Architect Bukhash continued by saying: “Af-
ter over forty years of research, we found that The
UAE has over 3250 archaeological sites and historic
monuments, and many of us may be surprised by
this important information, which confirms that our
country was the cradle of ancient civilizations, dat-

ing back to approximately 8000 years. For example,
in Abu Dhabi, the civilization of Marwah Island dates
back to 3500 BC while Umm al-Nar Island dates back
to 2000 - 2600 BC.

There are also the ruins of Hili and Mount Hafeet,
located in Al Ain, that date back to 3000 - 1000 BC. In
Dubai, the global site Saruq Al-Hadid around 1600 -
600 BC, contains ruins in the desert that date back to
the Stone Age. This site was discovered by HH Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum when he was
flying in a helicopter. He has seen pottery fragments
at the site and has commanded to start digging the
site. At the depth of eight meters,

more than 23000 pieces were discov-
ered, which constitutes about 5-10%
of the site’s assets. There were snakes
engravings on pottery fragments,
indicating that, at that period, the
inhabitants of that area were using

such items amulets to protect them
from snakes”.

In addition, AlQusais site, locat-
ed 70 kilometers away from Saruq
Al-Hadid, includes 47 tombs dating
back to the same period.

Jumeirah Archaeological
Site dates back to the end of the
Umayyad era until the beginning of
the Abbasid era.

In Sharjah we have many sites,
the most prominent of which is

Orbits & Inscriptions 9
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Sharjah Museum of Islamic Civilization

The United Arab Emirates is well
aware of the value of museums, so it was
very interested in uncovering and high-
lighting their effects, with the aim of con-
solidating bridges between the past and
the present and strengthening the rela-
tionship between humans and history.

For this purpose, it has established
many museums to preserve this national
treasure, and to be at the same time a true
mirror for the ancient past and the honor-
able present.

Among the most important muse-
ums of the UAE is the Louvre Abu Dhabi,
which was opened in 2017 on Saadiyat
Island. It presents the common relations
and connections that have connected
the different cultures of the world. It also
provides an idea of the history of mankind
since the dawn of history and presents a
new perspective on the history of art.

It consists of six main sections: «<Hu-
man Shape», «Old Worlds», «Shrines and
Oriental Picture», «Western Perspective,
«Dialogue of Cultures» and « The works of
Cy Twombly».

The Guggenheim Abu Dhabi Museum
is an international platform for contempo-
rary art and culture, offering some of the
most important artistic achievements.
The museum has a unique location in
Saadiyat Cultural District, and its perma-
nent collection makes it a living example
of the world arts convergence from the
1960s till the present day.
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Ajman Museum

Al Ain is home to a number of muse-
ums, the most important of which is Al
Ain National Museum, which is located
near the Fort of Sheikh Sultan. It is the
oldest museum in the country and was
opened in 1971. It provides a compre-
hensive overview about the countrys
customs and traditions, and also tells the
history of early people who inhabited the
area more than 8,000 years ago.

Built in 1937, Al Ain Palace Museum
was the residence of the late founder of
the UAE, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahy-
an, and a center for political and social
activities. The museum contains a large
collection of the possessions of the Royal
Family and shows the cityss unique herit-
age and history.

Located in Dalma Island, Dalma Mu-
seum is one of the most important fea-
tures of the island. It was an old house
built by Mohammed bin Jassem Al-Murai-
khi. The four sides of the building reflect
the aspects of the Umayyad architecture
and the Gulf architecture as well.

Al Ain Palace Museum

The emirate of Dubai has a large num-
ber of museums, such as the Dubai Muse-
um, located in Fahidi Fort. Built in 1787,
the museum contains many artifacts and
local works, in addition to handicrafts
from several African and Asian countries
that had commercial ties with Dubai. It
also presents life in Dubai before oil was
discovered along with the newly discov-
ered finds.

The Camel Museum is a one-story
building on a large central square that
was originally used as a camel stall. After
renovation, it was divided into several sec-
tions, each displaying camel history and
camel racing in the UAE.

Located in Fahidi district, the Coffee
Museum introduces the history of coffee
and the different ways of making it round
the world. It also presents special and dif-
ferent tools, in addition to some historical
documents related to coffee.

The Coins Museum displays nearly
500 coins from all over the Middle East
and contains seven showrooms that tell
the story of commercial history of Dubai.

The Heritage and Diving Village Mu-
seum is located next to Dubai Creek, and
focuses on Dubai>s maritime past.

Built in 1896 at the protruding part
above Dubai Creek, Sheikh Saeed Al Mak-
toum House in Shindagha, is one of the
most important historical monuments in
Dubai. It was the residence of the former
ruler of Dubai until his death in 1958.Then

it was renovated and turned into a muse-
um displaying documents, stamps, coins
and a collection of old pictures of Dubai
and the ruling family.

Traditional Architecture Museum in
Shindagha was the former residence of
Sheikh Jumaa bin Maktoum. Due to its ar-
chitectural features, the house was trans-
formed into a museum.

Established in 1912, Al Ahmadiya
School in Shindagha was the first school
in Dubai. The school was renovated and
reopened in 1995.

The Heritage House Museum, which is
located next to the Al Ahmadiya School, is
amodel of the traditional Emirati houses.

Built in 1939, Naif Museum located in
Al Khor Street, displays old weapons, uni-
forms, and photographs that document
the history of Dubai Police.

There are several museums in the
Emirate of Sharjah, the most important
of which is Sharjah Museum. Opened in
1997, the museum contains many halls
that include antiquities dating back to the
Stone Age.

Opened in 1996, Sharjah Science Mu-
seum offers interactive displays designed
to motivate visitors to take part in innova-
tion and creativity. The museum has more
than 50 exhibits.

Located in Sharjah Heritage Area,
Sharjah Islamic Museum was opened in
1996. The contents of the museum are
collections of Islamic arts and culture; they

Petra, Jordan

exceed more than five thousand unique
pieces collected from various parts of the
Islamic world.

The Sharjah Maritime Museum first
opened its doors in 2003 in the Heritage
Area. It focuses on marine life, which was a
major part of the regions heritage.

Opened in the Heritage Area in 2005,
Sharjah Heritage Museum exhibits the orig-
inal heritage and rich culture of the people
of the UAE and the residents of Sharjah as
well.

Located in Ajman Fort, Ajman Museum,
dating back to 1820, includes the ancient
ruins discovered in the Emirate of Ajman.

Fujairah Museum is one of the most
important museums of the East Coast. It
contains 2100 rare artifacts, dating back to
4,500 years ago. The museum consists of
several archaeological sections, containing
historical discoveries found in the emirate,
and also comprises a depiction of folk life;
samples of weapons, pottery, coins and
farming tools.

Um Al Quwain Fort, dating back to 200
years ago, houses Um Al Quwain Mu-
seum.

Opened in 1987, The

National Museum of Ras Al Khaimah is
one of the most important museums in
the UAE. It is a very rich museum and has
diverse antiquities, discovered in Ras Al
Khaimah. The museum encompasses
many rooms, most notably the wing of
the ruling family «Qawasimw. In addition
to the Heritage room and rooms of jew-
elry and clothing.

We conclude by saying that muse-
ums, regardless of their location, are a
global cultural platform that reflects the
progress of mankind over the years and
the different ages. The establishment of
museums is a national necessity to pre-
serve the cultural heritage of any coun-
try as they embody the history and rise
of countries. Moreover, museums contin-
ued to be the most popular attraction for
visitors, tourists and scholars. They are
an important factor in the development
of the tourism and cultural sector in any
society.
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Museums:

Eye of History - Window to the Past

Dr. Mariam Ahmad Kaddouri

Museums are a mirror of the history of nations and a window to look at the past. From their very beginnings,
museums were a response to the need of acquiring collections exhibited by eager collectors. Museums, great-
ly, started to get people’s interest as they reflect the culture and artistic awareness of their communities.

Museums are the rudiments of the development in modern societies as they connect the present and future

generations with the previous ones.

The word museum is derived from
Greek word Mouseion, which means
mountain man or mountain woman. «<Mu-
seum» is the same word used in English,
French and German.

International Council of Museums
(ICOM) defined «museum» as a perma-
nent institution in the service of society
and its development, open to the public,
which acquires, conserves, researches,
communicates and exhibits the tangible
and intangible heritage of humanity and
its environment for the purposes of edu-
cation, study and enjoyment.

Therefore, museums are the places
dedicated to displaying artifacts and ma-
terials of cultural, scientific or industrial
value. The way of displaying embodies
the spirit of the museum in attracting and
entertaining visitors.

The more the display is organized,
the more it achieves the desired goal and

Louvre Abu Dhabi
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shows a fine artistic taste.

Museums were used as a scientific
facility that aims to protect, display and
preserve valuable artifacts, artistic and
scientific heritage and monuments.

The beginning of museums dates
back to ancient times where the primitive
man wanted to keep his precious objects
and possession as these pieces represent
a certain reality that he cherishes, so he
started to collect them in special plac-
es where he could contemplate them to
reach a deeper concept about their phys-
ical existence.

The ancient Egyptians were the first
to have interest in the museums. At those
days museums were different; they re-
sembled temples. Ancient Roman and
Greek did not seek to collect different
items such as statues, drawings and man-
uscripts in one place to be watched and
admired by crowd of spectators. Such

pieces of art were exhibited in squares,
temples, markets, gardens and palaces;
thus there was no need to build muse-
ums.

Temples, in particular, have largely
played the role of the museum; they in-
cluded statues, inscriptions and drawings
depicting the daily religious tasks of mon-
archs and recording battles and impor-
tant events.

The first and most famous museum
of antiquity was established by Ptolemy |
Soter in Alexandria in 290 BC. It was a sci-
entific research institution and it was also
a building that contains several research
rooms, a residence for scientists, a large
library and a dining room.

Towards the end of the 17th century,
museums started to become independ-
ent buildings. Egypt was the first Arab
country to have interest in museums. In
1835, Mohammed Ali Pasha ordered to
establish the Department of Antiquities
and a museum of antiquities.

Museums are of great importance for
they play the role of institutes or scientific
and cultural centers. They are a diverse
source of knowledge, and help to con-
vey facts to visitors, and develop special
trends, such as careful observation, logi-
cal reasoning, responsibility, aesthetics
and elevating the public taste.

They also have an important role in
enhancing the visitors' ability to know
their place in their local environment,

Egyptian Museum

and the extent of the artistic, historical
and cultural development of their coun-
try among the world. They are also very
effective in communicating ideas about
modern science and the cultural achieve-
ments and traditions of other peoples.

Museum visitors enjoy the quiet and
comfortable environment that helps
them to understand, enjoy and study the
branches of science and other materials
very quickly.

Moreover, museums encompass the
most important sources of knowledge
as they help scientists and scholars in the
field of research and survey, and provide
them with the necessary materials and in-
formation in scientific research.

In terms of public relations and
tourism, museums are considered an im-
portant interface of any country, giving
visitors a clear impression of the features
of that country, and leading to growth in
tourism and national economy.

Museums are divided into five types
according to the objects displayed:

Archaeological Museum: It is one of
the oldest types of museums in the world.
It specializes in displaying the most im-
portant archaeological artifacts. These
museums are usually arranged from old-
est to newest according to the type of
pieces and the period in which they were
found. Examples include the Egyptian
Antiquities Museum, and The Museum of
Islamic Art in Cairo, Makkah Museum, the

Natural History Museum, London

Heritage Museum in Zahir, and Makkah
Museum for Antiquities and Heritage in
Al-Rasaifa.

Art Museums: An art museum, also
known as an art gallery, is a space for the
exhibition of art, usually in the form of
art objects from the visual arts, primarily
paintings, illustrations, and sculptures.
They include two types: Museum of Fine
Arts and Museum of Applied Arts, such
as the Louvre Museum in France, the
Museum of the Faculty of Applied Arts in
Cairo and the Exhibition of the Two Holy
Mosques> Architecture in Umm Al-Joud.

Science Museums: they are the most
modern types of museums specialized in
collecting and displaying natural history
and geographical mapping. They include
geological museums such as the Egyptian
Geological Museum in Cairo, and Muse-
um of Umm Al Qura University, astrono-
my museums such as King Abdulaziz City
for Science and Technology in Jeddah,
energy museums and marine science

P

Dubai Museum

museums such as the Museum of Marine
Sciences in Jeddah

Specialized museums: these mu-
seums are concerned with displaying a
specific artistic production by arranging
historical collections, including Tradition-
al Heritage Museums such as the Museum
of Popular Arts and Helwan Wax Museum
in Cairo, and Furniture Museums such as
Abdul Rauf Khalil Museum in Jeddah.

Museums of the cities: these muse-
ums belong to history museums and of-
fer a specific study of a particular city or
region and are centers for coordinating
the cultural representation activity of the
urban population.

City museums or open-air museums:
some cities are entirely classified, by
countries, as historical monuments.

History and documentation muse-
ums: they occupy smaller spaces, where
display cases are used to display objects.
Examples include Postal Museums, Rail-
way Museums, War and Peace Museums.
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«l Hate Arabic»

If one court in the Arab countries had the power to impose fines and hand down its
judgment on those parents who neglect teaching their children Arabic language, | would
not see this against the law. Rather, | would see people racing to embrace our eternal
language out of fear and hope, especially if there were rewards for those who master
Arabic, if schools administrations gave the degree of excellence to distinguished students
in Arabic, and if employees were promoted based on their ability to learn Arabic grammar
and reading.

Arabic is eternal as long as Holy Quran is being recited. Obviously, the usage of Arabic
is different in Arab countries depending on its speakers.

The Levant, for instance, is well known for using Standard Arabic and translating new
vocabulary and modern inventions.

People of the Levant are very interested in Arabic and very good at learning and
speaking foreign language thanks to the richness and diversity of language of the Quran.
Moreover, if you watch a historical series filmed in the Levant, you will find it very differ-
ent in terms of fluency and manner of articulation from series produced in other Arabic
countries.

Some psychologists believe that children miss their chances of creativity when they
do not think in, or master, their mother tongue.

| believe the inability to master the mother tongue eventually hampers creativity in
children and cause them troubles upon comparing between their mother tongue and
the foreign language they are obliged to learn in order to please their parents who want
them to outperform others. In fact, this wrong practice kills the tool of innovation - the
mother tongue. Scientists advise that children should not learn a second language until
they master their mother tongue so it shapes their way of thinking. After that they are free
to learn other languages.

Nowadays, foreign languages have become overwhelming in UAE schools, represent-
ing the largest proportion of education and jobs where westernization became unrea-
sonable. For this reason, our wise government has enacted laws for Arabization and has
put in place initiatives that make using Arabic language mandatory for its ministries, de-
partments and subsidiary companies.

Both citizens and Arab expatriates have been enthusiastic about these efforts. Un-
fortunately, until now, these efforts have not borne fruit because of the huge damage
caused to our language in the last two decades by school education and higher educa-
tion, which only recognizes English as a language of science.

A few days ago | was told about a girl from Dubai, descendant of an Arab tribe. This
girl was trying to write in Arabic, but she could not. She found it too difficult and told her
aunt, who used to encourage her to write in Arabic: «I hate Arabic».

«Why?» asked the surprised aunt her niece. To which the girl replied, «l like Arabic but
my inability to write in Arabic makes me hate it. | am only good at English»

Who should be blamed? | blame parents in the first place, and the ministries of edu-
cation in the Arab world.
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