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He was history’s most creative genius. What se-
crets can he teach us?

Based on thousands of pages from Leonardo
da Vinci’s astonishing notebooks and new discover-
ies about his life and work, Walter Isaacson weaves
a narrative that connects his art to his science. He
shows how Leonardo’s genius was based on skills we
can improve in ourselves, such as passionate curios-
ity, careful observation.

Da Vinci produced the two most famous paintings
in history, The Last Supper and the Mona Lisa. But
in his own mind, he was just as much a man of sci-
ence and technology. With a passion that sometimes
became obsessive, he pursued innovative studies of
anatomy, fossils, birds, the heart, flying machines,
botany, geology, and weaponry. His ability to stand
at the crossroads of the humanities and the sciences,
made iconic by his drawing of Vitruvian Man, made
him history’s most creative genius.

His creativity, like that of other great innovators,
came from having wide-ranging passions. He ex-
plored the math of optics, showed how light rays
strike the cornea, and produced illusions of changing
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perspectives in The Last Supper. Isaacson also de-
scribes how Leonardo’s lifelong enthusiasm for stag-
ing theatrical productions informed his paintings and
inventions.

Leonardo’s delight at combining diverse pas-
sions remains the ultimate recipe for creativity. His
life should remind us of the importance of instilling,
both in ourselves and our children, not just received
knowledge but a willingness to question it—to be im-
aginative and to think different.

About the Author

Walter Isaacson, University Professor of History at Tulane, has been CEO
of the Aspen Institute, chairman of CNN, and editor of Time magazine. He is
the author of Leonardo da Vinci; Steve Jobs; Einstein: His Life and Universe;
Benjamin Franklin: An American Life; and Kissinger: A Biography. He is also the

coauthor of The Wise Men: Six Friends and the World They Made.
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Moza

If we ponder some of the names of proper nouns and
items frequently used, we will find them ambiguous and dif-
ficult to interpret or to trace their origin. Like many names,
we find the famous name “Moza” among the obscure words
that we hardly know about, yet it is one of the most beauti-
ful and popular names for women in the Gulf States.

What is the origin of this name? Is it written “Moza” or “Mozah”?

Who were the most famous women named “Moza”?

Wrong interpretation:

Moza is a standard Arabic name that
ends in «a». It is found in Arabic dictionar-
ies, and it is not non-Arabic name as some
people claim. Almaany online dictionary
also claims that the name Moza is of an In-
dian origin that means slim body, and this
is a groundless mistake. In fact, the Indians
have the name Maza that has other mean-
ings in their dictionaries.

The word «muzaj» (a type of open
shoe), «<mawazej» is the plural form, was
also found in Arabic, and was originated
from the Persian word «Muza». Given that
«muzaj» is a Persian word meaning shoe,
do you think the Arabs will name their
daughters «<Moza» with such a meaning?!

Thus, «Moza» is a standard Arabic
name that has its roots in the Arabic lan-
guage. Surprisingly, the name «Moza is fa-
mous across many families in the world; it
is a name for men, women and families. Ac-
cording to names Statistics, the UAE is on
the top list of giving this name, followed by
the United States of America, while many
may wonder why it is widespread across
the world particularly in Romania.

Throughout our research into the ori-
gin of giving this name to men, we found
it in the Torah given to the son of Caleb
the Jewish and the son of Zimri. When we
searched for the meaning of «moza» in the

Torah, we found that it meant the fountain.
It also refers to the name of Moses, and this
is why men were given this name since an-
cient times.

«Moza» is a girl's name widely spread
in America, Latin America, Spain and
many other European countries. In Span-
ish, «<Moza» means attractive and pretty
girl, which explains its popularity in these
countries.

Researches also show that the name
«Moza» is also widespread in the Arabian
Gulf. Some people explained the mean-
ing of «Moza» as (precious pearls), such
as the names «Hessa and Hasbaa». Actu-
ally, this interpretation is incorrect and has
no origin. Moreover, it is prevalent in folk
poetry to compare women body to a ba-
nana trunk (Arabic word for banana is pro-
nounced Mawz) despite the fact that most
of the old poets had never seen a banana
tree.

As a poet | personally did not like this
juxtaposition between the name «Moza»
and a banana trunk. Would Arabs name
their daughters after banana, apple or pear
trees?!

The most accurate derivation:

As we continue searching, we find also
in the Egyptian dialect the word «Muzza»
which means «beautiful girl». This word is
found in Arabic dictionaries and it used to

mean fine wine in the days of Al Jahiliyyah.
The word «Moza» in the Egyptian dialect
changed to become «Muzza», where the
light “u” sound changed to be “o”. Con-
sequently, the name «Muzza», meaning
wine, was eventually transformed into
«Moza».

This name became popular after the
end of the sixth century AH. The populari-
ty of the name has increased greatly after
the end of the eighth century AH. At that
period, Moza bint Ajlan was the daughter
of the prince of the city, and she got mar-
ried to Sharif Hassan bin Ajlan. Moza gave
birth to Sharif Barakat bin Hassan bin Ajlan,
the famous ancestor of the eminent Ashraf
(noblemen) of Mecca. Sharif Hassan also
gave his daughter the name of his mother
«Mozav. From that time on, this name be-
came popular and frequently used, thus it
has nothing to do with pearls, Hindi or To-
rah as some people presumed. Many famed
ladies were given this name, including the
famous, respected Omani lady Moza bint
Imam Ahmad bin Saeed al-Busaidiyya, born
in the 18th century. The name has spread
throughout the Arabian Gulf, especially in
the UAE and Oman, and it has become one
of the favorite names still given to many
daughters by their families.

From Snapchat of
Jamal bin Huwaireb
3 Jamalbnhuwaireb
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calligraphy, despite the spread of illiter-
acy during the mid-nineteenth century
until the middle of the twentieth centu-
ry. There were three parties concerned
with writing for illiterate population, in
addition to teaching them to read the
Koran; the writer or “Karani’, “Mutawaa”
(old instructors), and the “Katatib” (old
teaching often attached to a mosque).
Those parties were well-known before
the existence of regular schools such
as Al-Falah and Ahmadiyya, in the early
twentieth century, and before the arrival
of the Kuwaiti educational mission, which
had agreat deal of merit in education
progress and the development of the
Arabic calligraphy in its various forms.
Poets and writers in the Arabian Gulf re-
gion, precisely in the UAE, used to write
down poems, compositions and books of
verse in a beautiful handwriting by callig-
raphers, while others used to write their
works by themselves such as Sheikh Mo-
hammed Abdulrahman bin Hafez, Hamid
Bin Sultan Al Shamsi, and poet Mubarak
Al Oqaili added Al Jallaf.

Al Jallaf mentioned some of the cal-
ligraphers who came to the UAE and who
were credited to teach UAE's calligra-
phers and artists the origins and forms of
Arabic calligraphy, such as Nizar al-Douri,
AliNadda and Mohammed al-Musawi. He
also stressed that all these calligraphers
were the students of Hashim al-Baghda-
di, one of the greatest Arab calligraphers.

Al Jallaf referred to the role of the
public and private sectors in developing
and flourishing the art of calligraphy in
the UAE, stressing that some institutions
have agreatdeal of merit in this field,
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cultural figures attended the lecture

such as Sharjah Department of Culture
and The Cultural and Scientific Associa-
tion (CSA) in Dubai. The former director
of CSA author and writer Mohammed
Al-Murr called to issue the first magazine
dedicated to Arabic calligraphy in the
Arab world; “Arab Letters”, which is still
issued periodically, besides supporting
Arabic calligraphy competition organized
by Al Owais Foundation.

Al Jallaf also referred to role of
the Abu Dhabi Cultural Center in sup-
porting and developing the art of Arabic
calligraphy through its regular work-
shops. The first Arabic calligraphy exhi-
bition was organized in Abu Dhabi and
featured the winning paintings in Hamed
Al Hamidi Competition.

The Dubai Culture & Arts Authority
held the Dubai International Calligraphy
Exhibition in the presence and under the
patronage of His Highness Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice
President and Prime Minister of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai.

The lecturer pointed to the interest
of the Ministry of Culture and Communi-
ty Development in developing Arabic cal-
ligraphy and assisting calligraphers and
artists through the “Burda” competition
which is held in the holy month of Ram-
adan with the participation of around 30
calligraphers working on writing the Holy

Quran in various forms of Arabic calligra-
phy.

Sharjah and the Arabic calligraphy

Khalid Al Jallaf commended the Gov-
ernment of Sharjah and its institutions for
their role in enhancing and thriving Ara-
bic calligraphy under the directives of His
Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Moham-
med Al Qasimi, Member of the Supreme
Council and Ruler of Sharjah, the spiritual
father of the cultural and literary move-
ment in Sharjah in particular, and the
UAE in general. His Highness allocated a
percentage of Sharjah’s budget to sup-
port and develop the cultural movement,
he is also keen to attend all cultural and
literary events and activities in Sharjah,
including those related to the arts of cal-
ligraphy.

The lecturer referred to the programs
of the Sharjah Department of Culture,
which are concerned with the Arabic cal-
ligraphy. Sharjah Center for the Art of Ar-
abic Calligraphy was the result of these
programs and has branches in all the
cities of the Emirate, in addition to Shar-
jah Calligraphy Biennial. Sharjah has also
set up a center for teaching calligraphy.
There is currently ongoing project called
“Katatib”. Perhaps, the Sharjah Museum
seems to be the only museum catering
for Arabic calligraphy.

PP

Bin Huwaireb:

Unless the art of calligraphy passes from the
elite to the public, goes out into cyberspace, it

will remain immutable

Poet Mubarak Al Oqaili

Al Jallaf mentioned the role of the
Emirates Society for Arabic Calligraphy
and Islamic Ornamentation, which was
founded about four years ago, by decree
of His Highness the Ruler of Sharjah.

Projects and hardship

Al Jallaf unveiled the exhibition of Ar-
abic Calligraphy in Sharjah (held in April
2018) entitled “Jawhar Zayed Al Ensan”
(the essence of Zayed), featuring a num-
ber of elite calligraphers and artists from
the UAE and the Arab countries. He also
confirmed that Dubai has more exhibits
and galleries than other Arab Countries.
For example, one exhibit was held in
Damascus, two exhibits in Egypt and 14
exhibits in the UAE; eight in Sharjah and
six in Dubai. “If Istanbul today is a popu-
lar market for Arabic calligraphy, It is only
thanks to the UAE, its dignitaries and art-
ists’, said Al Jallaf.

Highlighting obstacles that prevent
further growth and prosperity of the art
of Arabic calligraphy, Al Jallaf stressed
that it is due to the neglect of Arabic

calligraphy in schools. The bad handwrit-
ing of our students today, resulted from
the absence of teaching calligraphy in
schools.

Moreover, he mentioned that the
cause of hardships is the duplication of

Sharjah Calligraphy Square

exhibitions and activities related to it.
Eventually, a kind of coordination, led by
the Emirates Society for Arabic Calligra-
phy, has emerged, hopefully, this role will
be completed to bear fruit.

“In all countries, the art of calligraphy
is a masculine art. Whereas, in the UAE it is
afemale art, and this may be due to males’
abandonment after the field has suffered
from sagging and chaos. However, Istan-
bul Calligraphy Certificate is awarded only
after 8 years of study’, add Al Jallaf.

Al Jallaf concluded by saying “a num-
ber of factors should be available to revive
the art of calligraphy in the country:

- Returning Arabic calligraphy to school
curriculum.

- Treating Arabic calligraphy as national
art by media through promoting this as-
pect.

- Allocating it as a course in institutes and
colleges of universities

- Establishing calligraphy training centers
in all emirates, similar to the Emirate of
Sharjah

- Setting up a national museum of Arabic
calligraphy, similar to Japan and China

- Organizing competitions to encourage
Emirati artists and calligraphers, and we
started the first step through the “Zayed
Al Ensan” Exhibition.

- Assigning chairs or scholarships to teach
students who want to learn Arabic callig-
raphy.

Cyberspace
At the end of the session, Jamal Bin
Huwaireb said:
“l believe that the art of calligra-

Sheikh Ahmed Humaid bin Sultan
Mohammed Al Humaidi Al Shamsi

phy should go out to the public, and
spread through social media. It should
be present in international exhibitions,
otherwise, it will remain immutable. The
private sector should also be involved in
the dissemination and development of
this national issue; in order to contrib-
ute to the flourishing of Arabic calligra-
phy, private sector institutions should
open relevant councils and centers”

“I once asked the Ministry of Educa-
tion, what did you do to develop the Ar-
abic calligraphy? They replied that stu-
dents write on computers and there is
no longer any need to focus on the Ara-
bic calligraphy”. This is the case here and
in all countries, added Bin Huwaireb.

“The private sector in the country
had a great deal of merit in developing
and disseminating education, conse-
quently maintaining the Arabic cal-
ligraphy. For instance, Alfalah School
was built by Zainal, may his soul rest
in peace, and Ahmadiyah School and
Assadaa School were built by Ben
Dalmook, may his soul rest in peace.
Therefore, this sector should contrib-
ute to maintaining and promoting the
Arabic calligraphy. Here, | would like to
refer to the great role of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum and His Highness Sheikh Sultan
bin Mohammed Al Qasimi in preserving
and developing the Arabic calligraphy.
In addition to the role of His Excellency
Mohamed Al Murr, His Excellency Dr.
Anwar Gargash, and His Excellency Ab-
dulrahman Al Owaisi in this field", said
Bin Huwaireb.
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ing and growth of the art of Arabic
calligraphy.

Al Jallaf called for returning this
art to school to be studied as an in-
dependent subject not as a co-cur-
ricular of the Arabic language, re-
questing media to pay attention
to this art as a national art and to
allocate it within the curriculum of
art colleges in universities and insti-
tutes. He further requested estab-
lishing calligraphy training centers
throughout the country, setting up
a national museum of calligraphy,
organizing competitions for callig-
raphers in which the winning works
are bought to encourage them, and
allocating grants for those who want
to learn and master calligraphy.

The lecture was held at Jamal Bin Hu-
waireb Studies Centre at its new premises
in Al Jumeirah, within the framework of
its cultural and literary program, which
aims to shed light on the most important
intellectual, literary and cultural issues of
concern to society.

The lecture was attended by Ahmed
Al Jumairi, Undersecretary of the Ministry
of Labor and Social Affairs, and former Di-
rector General of Dubai Health Authority,
Dr. Shihab Ghanem, researcher and poet,
Dr. Khalid Wazani, Strategy & Knowledge
Advisor at MBRF, and a number of jour-
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Khalid Ali Al Jallaf

nalists, media members and researchers,
including calligrapher Mohammad Abu
Obeid from Al Arabiya Channel.

Jamal Bin Huwaireb CEO of the Mo-
hammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum Knowl-
edge Foundation and Director of the JBH-
SC welcomed the lecturer and the guests
saying: “The Center has chosen this sub-
ject due to its importance in building our
cultural and cognitive life, and because
many people are not aware of the role of
the State and its efforts in scaling up the
level of Arabic calligraphy and its prosper-

ity. Another reason is that some people
say: the people of United Arab Emirates
are interested in building skyscrapers,
without paying attention to some cultural
and heritage aspects, such as Arabic cal-
ligraphy.”

“But the truth will be told by a witness
and a pioneer of this art, Mr. Khalid Ali Al
Jallaf, President of the Emirates Society for
Arabic Calligraphy, and the deputy editor
of the “Arab Letters” magazine, special-
izing in the field of Arabic calligraphy. Al
Jallaf is passionate about drawing and cal-
ligraphy, he organized four personal exhi-
bitions and an exhibition at the University
of Sharjah’, added Bin Huwaireb.

A strong state .. A prosperous calligraphy

“When | talk about the art of cal-
ligraphy, | find myself talking about me
and about the history of each and every
individual. | have always been interested
in painting and in the art of Arabic cal-
ligraphy since childhood, and the older |
grow, the greater my interest gets in this
passion that has become not only a part
of my life but my whole life. | have been

and Ruler of Dubai, and His Highness
Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qa-
simi, Member of the Supreme Council and
Ruler of Sharjah, who were keen on pro-
viding all that would help to elevate this
art to global levels’, said Al Jallaf. Al Jallaf
also stressed that the stronger a state is,
the more thriving is the art in general, and
the art of calligraphy in particular.

Since its inception, the UAE has gen-
erously supported art and artists, espe-
cially visual artists and calligraphers. Al
Jallaf talked about his first experience;
he was taught the rules of drawing by
Professor Abdul Qader Al-Rayes, who ad-
vised him to stay away from drawing, and
to dedicate himself to Arabic calligraphy,
where there were no modern techniques.

The first beginnings

Al Jallaf traced the threshold of cal-
ligraphy; several accounts and stories say
that calligraphy began with writing that
started with the formation of states, with
the emergence of the need for documen-
tation.
Writing has passed through several
stages:
Pictures: when people used to express
their needs by drawing
Characters: where the sun symbolizes the
day, the moon symbolizes the night, and
lion symbolizes the forest and strength
Syllables: they represent parts of the word

The alphabets: where ficjazliont

Foreword of Humaid Al Shamsi Manuscript

each character was as-

signed with a symbol. Sumerians were the
first to write in cuneiform characters in
Babylon and Assyria and their surround-
ings, but these characters vanished due
to their difficulty.

Afterwards, letters were used in the
Hittite state in the Levant, but they also
disappeared due to their difficulty, fol-
lowed by the Phoenician, Chinese and
Egyptian Hieroglyphic letters.

The Phoenicians were merchants,
and when they visited Egypt they found
that the Egyptians discovered the hiero-
glyphic writing. Thus, they took 15 hier-
oglyphic letters and incorporated them
into their alphabet. The Canaanites soon
took the alphabet from the Phoenicians.
In Yemen, people wrote in Nabataean let-
ters, and this was discovered through the
writing on the tomb of Fahr ibn Sulaymi.

“It turns out that the Nabataean let-
ters in Yemen were similar to the writings
of Hejaz, and this may be self-evident as
a result of the “winter and summer trips”
made by the people of Quraish to Yem-
en”, added Al-Jallaf, “ The Qurashi, Makki,
Madani and Hejazi are the oldest Arabic
fonts. The people of Kufa had devel-
oped the Hejaz font before the mission
of Prophet Mohammed. In the period of
the Prophet Mohammed, may peace be

upon him, the Companions were writing
the Koran and the Hadith (speech) of the
Prophet in Hejaz, thanks to Ali bin Abi Tal-
ib, may Allah be pleased with him. Hajjaj
ibn Yusuf al-Thagafi was the first to use
dots in the Holy Quran, and Abu al-Aswad
al-Dawali was the first to use supplemen-
tary diacritics ; added Al Jallaf.

The lecturer, for example, mentioned
the flourishing of the Arabic calligraphy in
the days of the Islamic state in Andalusia
and Kairouan. With the boom of the trans-
lation movement, there were about 6,000
calligraphers and scribers in the time of
Abdul Rahman Al-Nasser. Whereas, in Per-
sia they developed the Arabic calligraphy,
but they did not invent it. Thus, there is no
so-called Persian font; it is an Arabic font
that was developed in their own language
encapsulating many of the Arabic vocab-
ularies.

UAE and the Arabic Calligraphy

“Many people do not know the con-
tribution and the role played by the UAE
in flourishing the art of Arabic calligraphy.
Did the UAE know the Arabic calligraphy
or not?” said artist Khalid Al Jallaf.

“The answer is yes. We have found
evidence from fathers and ancestors of
the existence and prosperity of the Arabic
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Photo Archive

Rare Old Photos

A picture of the late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, joining Al Ain citizens
during their Eid al-Fitr celebrations in 1962

A picture of Al-Haram
Mosque, Kaaba and the
surrounding  buildings
in Mecca in 1890.

A picture featuring

the arrival of a parade
carrying the Kiswa of
Kaaba, surrounded

by masses of happy
Muslims wearing Ihram
cloth (pilgrim garb) in
1908

A picture featuring a
group of Abu Dhabi
citizens performing Eid
al-Fitr prayers in 1962
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Ramadan in the UAE

Customs, Worship and Authenticity Unaffected
by Contemporary Life

Dr. Maryam Ahmed Kadouri

The holy month of Ramadan is one of the best months in the Hijri calendar and holds a special place in the hearts of Mus-
lims who prepare and devote themselves to it. During Ramadan, Muslims change everything related to their life including

work customs, holidays, and travels.

Itis the month of customs and worship, surely the month of reviving the heritage among the people of the UAE; in every
place you enter you see the details of customs and traditions such as food, clothing, kinship ties, religious gatherings, active
mosques, sparkling houses and other manifestations of material and moral readiness for this month.

This is relatively different among individuals according to the circumstances of each of them, yet it does not prevent
these individuals, as much as possible, to preserve the customs and traditions of fathers and ancestors that adorn Ramadan.
The good habits and manifestations of social solidarity and synergy make the UAE, different from other Islamic countries,
despite similarities, in the degree of adherence to the heritage and the degree of goodness that pervades the country. The
following reportage comprises the details of blessed days recounted by some of the citizens we interviewed.

Poet Musabah bin Ali Al Kaabi:
intensifying customs, worship, social
ties in Ramadan

Musabah bin Ali al-Kaabi, one of Al Ain
residents, retains astrong attachment to
the customs, values and traditions of the
UAE, that are prevalent in the holy month
of Ramadan. Among the things he is do-
ing in preparation for this month is that he
works hard to arrive early to his city and to
devote himself to his home and his fami-
ly. Due to his successive travels across the
countries, he prepares himself well to wel-
come Ramadan. He says that he has pre-
pared for this year a special Majlis open to
the family and friends, where people meet
after Taraweeh prayers since the first day of
Ramadan. Ramadan has a special flavor for
him and for every Emirati citizen. It is the
month of intensifying Ramadan customs
and worship, in addition to the gather-
ings with his family and friends, which are
held in his Majlis and in the tents that are
specially set up for this holy month. In the
first hours of Iftar, the father, brothers and

4 Issue No. 4 - May 2018

children gather in the tents, while women
gather in a separate place from the men's
Majlis. Then there are the evening prayer
and the Taraweeh prayers, which are con-
tinuous and permanent in the mosques.

After Taraweeh prayers, | get my-
self some rest and meet my friends. The
month of Ramadan is a good opportunity
to strengthen the social relations that are
weakened by the preoccupations of life in
ordinary days. | stay there until the time of
Suhoor (the meal people have before they
start their fast at dawn).

During Ramadan, day after day | start
with work and end with sport before the
Maghreb prayer. At night | devote times to
the family and friends, while the end of the
week is dedicated to visiting relatives and
fostering kinship ties.

Our homes lack no aspects of ances-
tral traditions, from purely local cooking,
to traditional attire specially tailored to
women, men and even children on this
great occasion. In this month, spiritual-

ity surrounds adults and children and
the days are distinctive and pass quickly.
Eid Al Fitr comes after the last day of Ram-
adan, which is a beautiful opportunity to
perform prayers in the mosques full of
believers, and to visit and greet relatives
and rulers.
Mariam Issa Al Madfa:
Good behavior and facilitation, my
advice to women in the holy month of
Ramadan

Retired member of the Ministry of
Education in Dubai Mrs. Mariam Issa Al
Madfa said: | may disagree with many in
the rituals of celebrating the holy month
of Ramadan in terms of preparation. | do
not prepare anything save spiritual and
psychological readiness. | disagree with
women regarding going to the market
and buying unnecessary things, and |
maintain the same system of normal life.
| only buy enough items for at least three
days and not more than a week; because
my family is small and our needs are few.
Sometimes, in Ramadan | might buy new

stuff, so | donate things that | have previ-
ously had. All women should do the same
in a time everything is available, and we
are, unfortunately, no longer acting wisely
with respect to consumption and organi-
zation of our lives.

What | like most about Ramadan is
that it brings together the family, and
the times of the meeting become more
frequent. With the preoccupations of life
in normal times, we may not meet very
often, not at lunch or dinner, but on Ram-
adan Iftar, everyone is present and happy
with the details that the mother is working
hard to prepare during the days of Rama-
dan. At the Iftar table there are many types
of delicious food including Harees, Ther-
eed, Madrouba, Lugaimat, soups, sambo-
sa, Machboos etc. This is the basis of our
breakfast, which is an important thing that
gives Ramadan special flavor. Customs
and traditions are indispensable part of
our culture, regardless of the changing
conditions of life.

In Ramadan, | dedicate myself during
the day is to my home, but at night | ded-
icate myself to worship, where we pray
Taraweeh in my house, which is favored
for women especially those with children.
However, in the last ten nights of Ramadan
| pray with my daughters in the mosque in
order to calculate the greatest reward and
forgiveness from God. Sometimes | meet
with my family; where we have family
feasts together. Sometimes, | meet with
my friends; it is a nice occasion to rest and
enjoy the time with my loved ones. Thus,
the days of Ramadan in my house are
simple, modest and dedicated to family.
| do not prepare too much while waiting

Ahmed Abdullah bin
Askar Al-Nagbi

Poet Musabah
bin Ali Al Kaabi

Mariam Issa Al Madfa

for Eid Al Fitr, because of the abundance
in everything, especially in the clothes |
usually buy during my travels, to find my-
self ready in all seasons and holidays. So, |
don't have to take the trouble in the long
search in shopping places.

Ahmed Abdullah bin Askar Al-Nagbi:
Ramadan for UAE students:

religious and scientific observance to-
gether

We hosted from Sharjah Mr. Ahmed
Abdullah bin Askar Al-Naqgbi, a retired pilot
and a Master of Law student at Al-Ghurair
University. Mr. Ahmed said: Ramadan came
this year while | am preparing for the exams
like the other students of our dear coun-
try, whom | wish success and good luck.
Currently, | retreat in my house very busy
preparing for the exam to finish my Mas-
ters. | am about to graduate, God willing,
and once | finish the exams | will start my
normal life with friends and family. One of
my tasks is working with my colleagues at
Mughaider Suburb Council, a public coun-
cil with a range of services. Meetings and
lectures are held by researchers in different
fields. am the spiritual father in the Council
because | am the oldest, and my presence is
necessary for the continuation of work and
activity.

My daily routine is very limited, there
are people who are interested in visiting
relatives during the holy month of Ram-
adan, but my relatives, whom | love so

much, are away from me in the eastern
region. | meet with my friends in mosques
and sometimes in the Majlis. But most-
ly, I spend the time with my family, all of
which have jobs thus we only meet in the
evening. But in this holy month, the meet-
ings are more frequent and the sessions
are longer. Most of the time is devoted to
the family and there are other times ded-
icated to private religious retreat to read
the Koran before Maghrib prayer. After
Maghrib prayer, we eat breakfast at the
traditional table, adorned with Madrouba,
Thereed, Lugaimat and other traditional
dishes that the family cooperates in pre-
paring.

After that, we go to pray Taraweeh in
the mosque. Then, | go to the Sheikhs Ma-
jalis, such as the Majlis of Sheikh Faisal bin
Khalid bin Mohammed and the Majlis of
Sheikh Mohammed bin Salem Al Qasimi.
These Majalis are full of love and friend-
ship, then | go home to spend another
beautiful time with the family.

My way of living has greatly changed
as | entered university, and | no longer
come back home late because of the
new commitments. And this is Ramadan,
it is - despite the study and hardship - a
month in which the souls are comfortable
with the family and loved ones. We are
celebrating Ramadan and soon Eid AlFitr,
wishing our country and the Islamic states
many happy returns.
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Ramadan in Heritage Books

1 would like to extend to you my sincere greetings on the occasion of the holy month
of Ramadan in 1439 AH, and | would like to share with you this journey- full of benefit,
humor, history and literature- in the depth of the Islamic heritage.

Al-Mua'fa’Bin Zakariya narrated in his book Al-Jalis al-Salih (The Good Companion), a funny story
that took place between Ziad and Ashaab in Ramadan:

“Ziad bin Ubaidullah bin Abdullah al-Harithi (150 H) was the uncle of Abu al-Abbas As-Saffah
and the governor of Mecca. One day, Ashaab (known as Abo Al Alaa) joined the feast of Ziad in the
presence of people of Mecca. Ziad used to have his own Madyrah platter with a portion enough
for five people. Madyrah dish is a young goat meat cooked in sour yoghurt. A boy brought Ziad
his usual platter, but he ordered the boy to give it to Ashaab without knowing that it contains
Madyrah. Ashaab completely devoured the dish and Ziad was waiting for his food. “Boy! Where is
my Madyrah?” asked Ziad.

“I fetched it for you and you ordered me to give it to Abo Al Alaa” replied the boy. “Bon appétit
Abo Al Alaa” said Ziad. When the feast was finished Ziad addressed Abo Al Alaa,“Now we are witness-
ing this holy month, I feel pity for prisoners for their suffering and the burden of fasting as well, | think
you should join the prisoners to entertain them during the day and to lead them in Prayer during
the night”” Ashaab who was well known for memorizing the Holy Quran, replied to Ziad," May Allah
forgive you my Prince. There is an alternative!"What is it?", inquired Ziad. “I swear to God | will never
eat Madyrah again’, said Ashaab”

In his book (Al- Fakhri fi al-Adab al- Sultaniya), Ibn Al Tigtaqi, who was a judge for prince Badr
al-Din Lu'lu; narrates: “Fun tales and chanting poems were prevailing in the court of Badr al-Din Lu'lu’
prince of Mosul, may his soul rest in peace. Only during Ramadan, history and biography books were
brought where Azzain the writer and Izz Aldin the narrator used to read about news of the world for
the prince”

Another tale is told by Ibn Battuta in his journey to Abyar (an area located in Kafr El-Zayat, west-
ern Egypt) during the celebration of the advent of Ramadan.

“In Abyar | met Judge Ezz El Din El Meligy El Shafei, a generous and respected man. | once visited
him on“Alrukbah Day’, the day of observing Ramadan crescent. In this day, the scholars and dignitar-
ies of the city gather in the afternoon of the twenty-ninth day of the month of Shaaban in the house
of the judge. At the door of the judge, the good looking chief of religious men receives and wel-
comes the scholars and dignitaries. He introduces them to the attendants who stand for them then
the chief make them sit in an appropriate seat. When all guests arrive, the judge along with everyone
leave followed by all the city inhabitants including men, women and children till they reach a higher
ground outside the city to wait for the crescent. Rugs and mattresses are laid out in the location were
the judge and people sit to watch the crescent. After the sunset prayer, they go back to the city carry-
ing candles, cressets and lanterns. Shopkeepers light candles in their shops and people accompany
the judge to his house and then leave. This action is repeated every year!, says Ibn Battuta.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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