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Book Title: The Almoravid and Almohad Empires
Author:  Amira K. Bennison

Published: September 1, 2016

Publisher: The Edinburgh History of the Islamic Empires

A comprehensive account of two of the most im-
portant empires in medieval North Africa.

This is the first book in English to provide a com-
prehensive account of the rise and fall of the Almor-
avids and the Almohads, the two most important Ber-
ber dynasties of the medieval Islamic west, an area
that encompassed southern Spain and Portugal, Mo-
rocco, Algeria and Tunisia. The Sanhaja Almoravids
emerged from the Sahara in the 1050s to conquer
vast territories and halt the Christian advance in Ibe-
ria. They were replaced a century later by their rivals,
the Almohads, supported by the Masmuda Berbers
of the High Atlas. Although both have often been
seen as uncouth, religiously intolerant tribesmen who
undermined the high culture of al-Andalus, this book
argues that the eleventh to thirteenth centuries were
crucial to the Islamisation of the Maghrib, its integra-
tion into the Islamic cultural sphere, and its emer-
gence as a key player in the western Mediterranean,
and that much of this was due to these oft-neglected
Berber empires.

Using maps, genealogical tables, illustrations and
a chronology, this book provides an intimate portrait

The Almoravid
and Almohad

Empires

Amira K. Bennison

A,

of the daily lives and material culture of people liv-
ing within the empires, as well as delivering a clear
dynastic history. It also features numerous translated
quotes and anecdotes from Arabic primary sources

Commenting on the book, Hugh Kennedy from
SOAS University of London says: Bennison’s thought-
ful and well researched book marks a major advance
in our understanding of this important period in the
history of the Maghreb and the Iberian peninsula. It
will be widely appreciated by scholars and students
alike.

About the Author

(2007).
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Amira K. Bennison is a Reader in the History and Culture of the Maghrib at
the University of Cambridge and a Fellow of Magdalene College.. She is au-
thor of The Great Caliphs: The Golden Age of the ‘Abbasid Empire (2009) and
co-editor (with Alison L. Gascoigne) of Cities in the Premodern Islamic World
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4.

Abdul-Ellah Abdulqgader:
The UAE restores the glory of the Arab theater ... There should be Arab

cultural security such as the geographical and food security

“In Dubai, Mr. Zuhdi Al Khatib
mentions that the first drama in Dubai
schools, was in 1958 entitled “Jamei Al
Zahab" (The Gold Collector). It was act-
ed by His Highness Sheikh Hamdan bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of
Dubai, and by Jumaa Ghareeb”, added
the lecturer.

So we can determine that the
school theater activity in Sharjah start-
ed in 1950 at Al Qasimiya School by Ali
Burahima, in Dubai in 1958 at the Ah-
madiyya School, and in Ras Al Khaimah
in 1960 at Al Qasimiya School.

The lecturer pointed out to the role
of Cultural and Sports Clubs in the the-
atrical movement in the country, and
referred to the efforts of His Highness
Sheikh Dr. Sultan Al Qasimi in this field.
Sheikh Sultan wrote and acted in his
play entitled “Wokalaa Suhioun” (Zion
Agents) that provoked the British gov-
ernor who insisted on the closure of the
theater. The play was then re-directed
in 1963 at Al-Shaab Club in Sharjah.

The lecturer mentioned the play en-
titled “Al Islam Wa Ataaown” (Islam and
cooperation) by Jumaa Ghareeb, pre-
sented in 1959, under which a demon-
stration roamed the streets of Dubai,
calling for freedom and independence.

Establishment of the UAE
Dr. Abdul-Ellah continued by say-
ing: The establishment of the UAE
sparked an educational revolution
throughout the country, led by the late
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
may soul rest in peace. This revolution
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was a basis for culture in
general, theater and ed-
ucation in particular; the
Ministry of Education has
brought in hundreds and
even thousands of teach-
ers. It also brought artist
Zaki Tulimat from Egypt,
to develop a plan aimed
at promoting the theater,
especially the school theater, which was
the backbone of theatrical movement
in the UAE.

After Tulaimat, Sakr Al-Rashoud,
came from Kuwait and had great signif-
icance and matchless contribution to
theatre. Al-Rashoud was accompanied
by his teacher Ibrahim Jalal, who was the
first to introduce science to the theater,
the first to introduce the theater of Bre-
cht to the Arab theater, and the one who
took young UAE people to Damascus
International Festival. Ibrahim Jalal took
over form Al-Rashoud after he passed
away in a traffic accident in Kuwait.

Most of the theater groups in the
country have been formed nearly at the
same period, which led to a cultural and
theatrical renaissance.

The lecturer talked about the role
of the two directors Ibrahim Al-Shat-
ti and Jawad Al-Asadi in developing
the Emirati theater. However, Al-Asa-
di's approach, which used to inspire
youth, was difficult. Most of the forty
people accompanied Al-Asadi left him
except Naji al-Hai, Samira Ahmed and
Ibrahim Jumaa.

In the midst of these facts, the idea

of organizing a local theater festival
emerged; Sharjah Theater Days, which

still exists to this day, with the unlimit-
ed support of HH Sheikh Dr. Sultan Al
Qasimi. Sheikh Sultan ordered the for-
mation of the Arab Theater Authority,
that was mandated to organize annual
theater festivals in the Arab countries,
to compensate for the absence of Da-
mascus, Baghdad, Cairo and Carthage
festivals.

The lecturer concluded by saying:
“Therefore, the United Arab Emirates,
has restored the effulgence and activity
of Arab theater”

Theatrical Discussion

Researcher Rashid bin Hashim con-
tributed with a discussion about the
beginnings of the theater in the UAE,
recalling the beginning of the sixties of
the last century, being a participant in
some of the plays at the time and said:
In the early 1960s, at Al-Nasr Cultural,
Social and Sports Club, located in the
Shindagha area of Dubai, at the home
of the late Atig bin Ahmed Al Marri- lo-
cated near the house of Sheikh Jum'ah
bin Maktoum, we presented a play enti-

PP

HH Sultan Al Qasimi established the Arab Theater
Authority to promote this art again after the decline
of the roles of Baghdad, Damascus, Cairo and Carthage

tled “The Dentist”. This play was written
by the late Sheikh Majid bin Obaid bin
Juma Al-Maktoum, who took the role
of doctor, while Ahmed bin Moham-
med Al-Mansouri took the role of the
nurse. The role of women was acted by
Abdullah Mubarak Balzmul while Rashid
bin Hashim acted as the office boy. The
play was composed by the late Ismail
Hanakos and was performed on stage
over four years, once every year.

“In 1969, the play “Fawala” was
performed in the presence of the late
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al Maktoum
and Sheikh Maktoum bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, may their souls rest in peace,
on the occasion of the inauguration of
«Margham» oil well’, added bin Hashim.

The play was performed at the new
headquarters of Al-Nasr Club, near the
Dry Dock, and was written by Sheikh
Majid bin Obaid bin Jumaa Al-Mak-
toum. The actors were: the playwright,
Abdullah bin Mubarak Balzmul, Rashid
Mohammed bin Hashim, Abdulwahab
Mohammed Abdul Wahab, Za'al Khalifa
and Moza Al Mazrooei, who was the first
female to participate in a local play, in
addition to the late Mona Mubarak Balz-
mul who took the role of the daughter
of Moza in the play.

The Egyptian Diamond Band partic-
ipated in playing the music of the play,
featuring the late Abdel Halim Hafez,
Shokoko, and the artist Sherifa Fadel
«Umm Al-Batal» (mother of the hero). In
addition to the participation of the two
leading creative artists the late Bakheet

Al-Sheikh and Harib Duroub «Al-Rumaithi»

Differences in Dialects

At the end of the session there was a
lengthy discussion between the lecturer
and the audience about the disparity of
Arabic dialects between the “Maghrib”
(west) and “Orient” (east), which affects
the understanding of the play spectators.

“Like poetry, novels and stories, the
theater reflects the cultural environment
in the country, but there is a problem
of differences in dialects, between this
country and that, which makes it difficult
for the audience or spectator to under-
stand. For example, in Algeria, we need

A wicked poet

In his introduction of Dr. Ab-
dul-Ellah  Abdulgadir, as a play-
wright, narrator and writer at the
beginning of the meeting, journalist
Hussain Darouich narrated a funny
incident that happened to Dr. Ab-
dul-Ellah when he was travelling
by train in a European country one
day. At that train, a policeman came
to inspect his bag, asking Abdul-El-
lah, what do you carry in your bag?
“Nothing’, replied Abdul-Ellah. The
policeman found a poem about for-
mer Chinese leader Mao Zedong,
and made him choose between two
things; prison, or burning poem and
pledging not to write poetry for life.
Dr. Abdul-Ellah chose second op-
tion, and thus the policeman saved
the world from a wicked poet!

Shihab Ghanem signing his book
on the sidelines of the lecture

an interpreter when we watch Kuwaiti
plays’ said Mohamed Derradji, Algerian
Consul-General to Dubai.

Derradji continued by saying: theat-
er has become like a football pitch. It has
started to be educational, then it has be-
come symbolic. Today it stands at a cross-
roads between the people and the rulers.
Should the theatre bias towards the peo-
ple or the power?

“Life is a great theater, and this means
that the theater is the “father of arts”. Did
the theater in the UAE benefit from the
global translation movement? Is there
a poetry theatre in the UAE?" inquired
Author, researcher and poet Dr. Shihab
Ghanem.

The lecturer answered the questions,
saying: As for the role of theater, it repre-
sents the environment of its age, and in the
UAE, after the Union, there was a great con-
vergence; a fusion between the people and
the power. The late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, may his soul rest in peace, was
the father of all in the UAE, citizens and ex-
patriates alike. So, there was a great role for
the theater which was at it prime time.

“Concerning the translated plays, the
Emirati theater did not present more than
10 of them; we relied on the Arab theater
only. As for the popular theater, it does not
exist in the UAE, nor in the Arab world",
added the lecturer.

Orbits & Inscriptions 13



“Father of Arts” and the course of transformations within the Arab culture
The main stations for the development of theater in the UAE

Khalil Al-Bari

The theater in the UAE witnessed several stages that
formed a part of the development of this art, which is de-
scribed as “Father of the Arts”, and an important phase
of its development at the Arab level. This made the UAE
a cultural destination that restores the glory of the Arab
theater, after its decline in its traditional foundations in
Baghdad, Damascus, Beirut, Cairo and Kairouan. This
was highlighted in a lecture entitled “The main stations
for the development of theater in the UAE” by Dr. Ab-
dul-Ellah Abdulqader, Director General of Sultan bin Ali
Al Owais Cultural Foundation, hosted by Jamal Bin Hu-
waireb Studies Centre (JBHSC) in Dubai.

Cultural security

Jamal Bin Huwaireb, CEO of the
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Knowledge Foundation and Director
of the JBHSC, who opened the lecture
said: “The UAE theater needs more at-
tention, in line with the comprehensive
renaissance witnessed by the UAE in
various fields.

Dr. Abdul-Ellah clarified that we
must shed light on the situation of the
Arab theater, which is experiencing a
real crisis, before we talk about the sta-
tus of the theater in the UAE and how to
develop it, noting that, today, we des-
perately need Arab cultural and artistic
security, just as we need national secu-
rity, food security and others.

“It is known that the centers of the
traditional Arab theater were limited to
Baghdad, Damascus, Cairo and Tunisia,
and then Kuwait became an important
center in the Gulf region. However, the
role of these centers diminished and
some of them completely stopped, and
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Dr. Abdul-Ellah Abdulgadir during the lecture

others will stop eventually”, said
Abdul-Ellah.

Abdul-Ellah continued by saying:
“In Damascus, there were the most
important festivals of the Arab theater
including the Damascus International
Festival. These festivals stopped along
with several important activities includ-
ing the “Alhyat Almasrahia” (Theater
Life) magazine, which was directed by
the late Saadallah Wannous and formed
an important reference in the Arab
theater life"

In Baghdad, many of the interna-
tional festivals of the Arab theatre and
a large number of magazines special-
izing in theater and cinema, have been
stopped due to wars and invasion. In
Baghdad, there were the best Arab di-
rectors, writers and playwrights, but
those people have been displaced
around the world. In Irag, not only one
festival was dedicated to theater but
there were several specialized festivals.
These activities produced the finest art-

ists and playwrights, who spread in the
Arab countries, presenting their experi-
ences in order to create an Arab theater
movement.

Absence of icons

Abdul-Ellah added: As you can see,
the role of Cairo has deteriorated in the
Arab theater, despite sporadic attempts
to promote it. Cairo relied on the exper-
imental theatre, but quickly it declined
and ended. The magazines specializing
in theater started to vanish leading to
reduction in their annual production.
The National Theater, the main refer-
ence of the Arab theater, almost comes
to a halt.

Either death or compelling circum-
stances made the icons of the theater
disappear; the Egyptian theater has
been through an unexpected decline.
Cairo may still be a source of TV dramas
rather than theatre shows.

The lecturer further clarified: The
case in Tunisia and Morocco is not better
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Jamal Bin Huwaireb:

Emirati theater needs more attention to keep
pace with the renaissance of other arts

than Baghdad, Damascus and Cairo; we
no longer hear of the Carthage Theater
Festival in Tunisia, or find its influence
over the Arab theater experiences.
Many theater figures are no longer there
in Tunisia and Morocco, whom we great-
ly and impressively admired their contri-
bution to theatrical life.

The Kuwaiti theater was influential
in the Gulf region, but after the absence
of its creative pioneers, such as Saqr
al-Rashoud, Abd al-Hussain Abdulreda
and Sa'ad al-Faraj, who fascinated au-
dience in the Gulf and the Arab world
in their plays “Bye Bye London” and
“Freij Court’, the impact of this theatre
reduced due to the absence of those
icons.

Dr. Abdel-Ellah Abdel-Qader men-
tioned a set of points summarizing the
crisis of the Arab theater, namely:

- Lack of support and poor resources.

- Lack of production and weak theatri-
cal texts.

- Avoidance of daily concerns of people.
- Insecurity and instability in most Arab
countries.

- Evolution of techniques that sur-
passed theater techniques.

-The dominance of TV drama and satel-

lite TVs that became the
alternative choice for
almost everyone.

-The change in the con-
cepts of life, the evolu-
tion of “Internet Media”
and the development
of cinema techniques
that provided ready al-

ternatives.

Dr. Abdul-Ellah Abdulgadir speaking in the presence of

Jamal bin Huwaireb & Hussain Darouich From the lecture proceedings

Theatres in the UAE

The lecturer went on to talk about
theater history in the UAE: | do not want
to give an account of it, especially after
the issuance of several books talking
about the emergence of the theater
in the UAE, and how it developed. But,
| would like to focus on certain stages
that are considered the indicators of
its start. | begin with the words of His
Highness Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mu-
hammed Al Qasimi, Member of the
Supreme Council and Ruler of Sharjah,
on the story of Sundook Addounia
(Box of the World). “A man came from
Iraq carrying a box of cartoons, but the
people who had never seen anything
like that before were terrified, thinking
there is a jinni in the box. When Sheikh
Sagr al-Qasimi, then ruler

Moza Al Mazrooei in the play ~ Moza Al Mazrooei and the late

"Fawala"in 1969

Mona Balzmoul in “Fawala”

of Sharjah, heard of it, he
called the man, offered
hospitality to him and
asked him to return to
Iraq’, said His Highness
Sheikh Sultan when he
was nine years old.

“If we want to identify

the first instigators of the theatre in the
UAE, we will return to 1950 and to the
Qasimiya School in Sharjah - one of the
first regular schools that had group of
elite teachers including Zuhdi al-Khat-
ib, Mohammed Diab Al-Mousa, and
Ali Burahima. Ali Burahima wrote and
performed the first play at Al Qasimiya
School, entitled “The Woodcutter and
Sultan’s Daughter” as Sheikh Sultan
narrates. However, this play became the
first station for the start of the theater.
Burahima, at that time, did not know
that he was establishing a theater
movement in the UAE, that will take im-
portant dimensions in the future’, add-
ed Dr. Abdul-Ellah.

The lecturer continued by saying:
In 1955, a group of students present-
ed the play “Jabir Atharat Al Kiram” by
Mahmoud Ghoneim. The actors were
Sheikh Sultan Al Qasimi, the late Tarim
Imran Tarim, Mohammed Hamad Al
Shamsi, the brothers Ahmed and Mo-
hammed Nasser, Khalaf AL Fendi, and
Mahmoud Khairallah. The play was di-
rected by Fayez Abunaj, and it was re-
directed in 1957 by Ahmad Al-Adwani.

Orbits & Inscriptions 11



He chronicled details of the names of villages and countries that
were on or near the pilgrimage road. Sometimes, he used to
mention the inhabitants of the tribes and their number

Pelly said that Yusuf Al-Badr helped him
arrange his trip to Riyadh, the task for
which he was coming, by choosing the
path guides, good camels and impor-
tant people to meet in Riyadh.

Efficiency

The author studied at Mubaraki-
ya School and may have attended the
lessons of the late Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Khalaf Al-Dahyan (died 1932, the date
of writing the manuscript). Sheikh Ab-
dullah was closely connected with the
family of Al-Badr, whose houses and
councils were located near his house
that was a place of assembly for peo-
ple seeking knowledge. The library of
Sheikh Abdullah was one of the best
libraries in Kuwait.

According to the book, Musaed Al-
Badr, the author of the manuscript, was
influenced by Sheikh Abdullah Al-Khalaf
owing to the fact that he mentioned
in the last chapter of the manuscript,
known as «Pughiat Al Wareth Ann Ja-
mal Al Muwareth, the pilgrimage trip
“Matn Al Rahbyah” by Mohammed bin
Ali bin Mohammed Rahbi Shafi'i, who
died in 577 AH. It is well known that
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Khalaf used to re-
cite Al-Rahbiya to his students and fol-
lowers, which is an “urjuza” (rajaz poem)
demonstrating the rules of inheritance
in Islamic jurisprudence.

The biography of Musaed Al-Badr
mentions that he did not only study
Sharia “the Islamic Law", but also stud-
ied English with a group of Kuwaitis
at the American Mission School. The
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commercial activity with India and

Britain required studying English,

especially for the children of the
families who had business interests
with those countries.

At the beginning of his life,
Musaed Al-Badr worked in “Tawasha”
(pearl trade) with his brothers, and after
the emergence of oil and the decline of
marine activity, he was appointed in-
spector of maritime customs. The news
of this appointment was published on
April 1950 in “Baatha” magazine which
was issued by the“Kuwait House"in Cai-
ro. He also served as the General Man-
ager of the Electricity and Water Admin-
istration in Kuwait, and his assumption
of these two important positions at that
time indicates his ability and efficiency.

The book pointed out that the first
documented record of the journey of
the pilgrims to Mecca was the poem
organized by the late Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Khalaf Al-Dahyan, who left Kuwait
on a road trip together with a group
of Al-Badr’s on 16 Shawal in 1324 (3
December 1906). They reached Medi-
na on the 19th of Zulgida 1324 AH (4
January 1907(.The number of verses in
the poem was 156 describing the con-
ditions of the road from Kuwait to the
Holy Land.

This historical manuscript is not
limited to the details of the pilgrim-
age trip, it also includes other topics;
the details of the writer’s journey from
«Muskaf Al Mazeed » (thatched house
belongs to Al Mazeed family) in Kuwait
to Sabihiyah and return from it on Sun-

day, 8 Safar 1351 AH (23 June 1932).
It also records the distances between
each location in hours and minutes,
and the description of this trip was cov-
ered in half of a page in this booklet.
The manuscript also encompasses
details of his journey from Kuwait to
Baghdad on Wednesday, 30 Muharram
1355 AH corresponding with 22 April
1926 and return from it, in which he
records all details in hours and minutes.
He added on the return journey
the distance in miles between Bagh-
dad and Al Ashar, telling during that
trip about the areas he stopped in
and visited: Basra, Nasiriyah, Kuwait,
Baghdad, Karbala, Najaf and Kufa. He
mentioned a list of other monuments
he visited such as Taq Kasra, and the
shrines of some of the great compan-
ions, such as Salman Al-Farsi, Huthifa
bin al-Yaman, and the “Tabie” scholar
(a scholar taught by the companion of
the prophet) Abd al-Rahman ibn Jaber,
may Allah be pleased with them.
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“Hor AL AnZ" ...
The Closest Derivation

When | was young, whenever | passed by Hor Al Anz, a
famous area in Dubai located between Hamriya and Kha-
bisi, | used to laugh at its name, with only one picture on
my mind; this place should be full of grazing goats (Anz is
the Arabic plural for female goat) that were of great value
to their owners and that’s why they called this area with
this name. Later, | asked some of the locals about the rea-
son for this naming and they responded with the same
answer that | had imagined in my youth.

After reading a lot in the ancient and modern Islamic
geographical dictionaries, and realizing that the Arabs may
give strange and funny names to their lands, | would say
that we cannot rule out any relevant or logical derivations.
But can this be true in our Emirate? The honorable Sheikhs
of Al Maktoum only give the most beautiful names to the
new areas, and change some of the old names into better
ones. This makes us exclude this meaning and look for an-
other one that can be relevant and correct.

If we exclude “Alanz” (female goat), the first meaning
that comes to mind, one may ask how can this name be
interpreted? | would say: There are some possible explana-
tions, which we can deem acceptable and plausible, the first
of which was told to me by the honorable Butti bin Humaid
bin Bishr, may his soul rest in peace. According to Butti,
Hor Al Anz was named after the horse of Sheikh Rashid bin
Maktoum, may his soul rest in peace, Ruler of Dubai (1886
- 1894). The horse was injured there in one of the wars and
died in this place which was then named after the horse.

| would say: «Alanz» is an old name of horses known to
ancient people until recent times.

Ibn Razeeq Al Omani mentioned the horse (Anz) of Mr.
Salim bin Sultan Al Busaidi several times when he was prais-
ing him in 1820. And if we knew that Arabs, in the past and
present, used to give their horses the name «Alanz», | would
consider the explanation of Butti bin Bishr the most accu-
rate derivation, especially that Al Maktoums are the knights
who have inherited equestrian since ancient times.

The second derivation of the name «Alanz» means fe-
male antelope in standard Arabic and in our dialect too. It
has been frequently mentioned in poetry including the po-
ems of the great poet Bandar bin Sorour al-Otaibi, may his

soul rest in peace.

Thus, the word «Alanz», with the meaning of female an-
telope, can be a possible explanation due to the presence
of antelopes in this area that was named «Alanz» because
of repetition. | don't reject this derivation because our pre-
cious capital “Abu Dhabi” contain the name of the antelope
as well. Yet, | consider this explanation the second plausible
one after Bultti's.

There are also other areas in the Arabian Peninsula
called “Alanz’, originated from, female goat, antelope or
rugged ground. “Alanz” is the name given to rough and
hard ground, and to dark “Akkimmah” (hill). Yacout al-Hama-
wi mentions in his dictionary: “Anz’, as it is pronounced in
«Alanz», is a location in Najd Area between Yamama and
Dhariya.

| would say: if Arabs, historically, used to give this name,
there is no wonder that we find this name in our Arabic
Emirate Dubai.

Hor is the lowest place among the sand dunes; that is a
standard Arabic word, deviated from “Taihor”. The word “Tai-
hor” means the collapse of sand at the lowest place of the
sand dune. In non standard Arabic, there is a great deal of
deviation from standard origins.

From Snapchat of
Jamal bin Huwaireb
L8 Jamalbnhuwaireb
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A historical manuscript describing the course of Kuwait’s pilgrims to the Holy Land

The Auspicious Journey to the Sacred House of Allah

Historically, pilgrimage courses to the Holy Land have
taken different forms including camel trekking and sailing
through dangerous waters. In their way to Mecca, travelers
followed various routes before the advent of modern means
of transport, such as cars and trains, the most famous of
which was the Hijaz railway. In this article, we present an
overview of the path of pilgrims from Kuwait to the Holy
Lands documented by Musaed Ya'qub Al-Badr in a manu-

script dating back to 1932.

This historical manuscript was pub-
lished in a book by the Center for Re-
search and Studies on Kuwait, edited
and presented by Dr. Abdullah Yousef
Al Ghunaim. This manuscript was found
among a collection of documents be-
longing to the Al-Badr family of Kuwait.
It is a small booklet containing a manu-
script entitled “The Auspicious Journey
to the Sacred House of Allah”. Musaed
Ya'qub Al-Badr wrote the manuscript
describing his journey on camels from
Kuwait to Holy Mecca in 1932, where he
left Kuwait on February 18 and returned
to it on May 23 of that year.

Journey Description

The writer describes
the way from Kuwait to
Mecca and the return
journey on camels after
performing the Hajj, before the use of
cars in Hajj campaigns. He also men-
tions the pilgrims who accompanied
him, and estimates the number of pil-
grims’ tents at Hafar area about fifty.
Upon his arrival to Medina, the writer
mentions a group of pilgrims who came
by the sea.

The book provides a footnote of
pilgrims’ voyages across the sea from
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Kuwait, explaining that the pilgrims
preferred the sea route because it was
safer than crossing the unknown de-
sert. Thus, they used to travel by sailing
ships and steamships to Pompey in In-
dia and board another steamer to Jed-
dah. According to British documents, in
1908 Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak (deputy
of Sheikh Mubarak at the time) ordered
the banning of pilgrimage by land be-
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Written by Musaed Ya'qub Al-Badr in 1932, in which he
accurately described the path of the journey on camels

cause of the wars within the Sahara.

In his manuscript, Al-Badr, in a de-
tailed report on valleys, mountain pass-
es, sand dunes and wells, describes the
routes, homes and distances of the jour-
ney, as well as the difference between
places in hours and minutes. He also
mentions the plants he saw along the
way including calotropis, rhanterium,
ziziphus spina-christi and hyphaene
thebaica, etc.

The Course

This journey began from Kuwait to
Jahra and then to Buraidah. According
to the manuscript, “At nine o'clock on
the morning of Thursday, 11 Shawal
1350 AH, corresponding with 18 Febru-
ary 1932, pilgrims mounted their cam-
els that were gathered outside the wall
of the city of Kuwait and moved west-

ward towards the city of Jahra, the first
stop on the pilgrimage road.’

From Jahra they went to Buraidah,
where the convoy is heading to Medi-
na. However, the convoy did not take
the usual route to Mecca through the
Tihama plain, rather it returned east to
take the road of Zubaidah. The pilgrims
entered in the state of Ihram (a state of
ritual consecration) at Qarn Al-Manazil
or Assail, Najd ihram station, and from
there they went to Mecca to perform
the Hajj rituals.

Al-Badr did his best in document-
ing this trip with his fine calligraphy,
description of the road and the sur-
roundings, utilizing a precise and con-
cise manner. Printed in 2011, this book
entitled “The Auspicious Journey to
the Sacred House of Allah’, covers in
197 pages the contents of this man-
uscript with explanation, illustration
and details through modern maps and
satellite images, which shed light on all
journey stations. In addition to a glos-
sary of the names that appeared in the
booklet, provided with explanations,
whether they were proper names, ge-
ographic places or plants that were
mentioned by the writer throughout
the pages of his manuscript. In fact,
this is rare in writing about pilgrimage
journeys, for they only focus on rituals
and scenes, and forget the exact details
of the course of the journey.

Accurate Memory
Musaed Al-Badr wrote down de-
tails of the names of the villages and
countries that were on or near the
pilgrimage road. Sometimes, he men-

tions the inhabitants of the tribes and
their number and princes at the time.
The manuscript was written in a medi-
um-sized textbook in black ink, while

sub-headings were in red. The author
also placed in the right margin of the
page a table in which the path of the
convoy was recorded on each day of
the journey. Some pages comprise sub-
sidiary headlines such as “From Kuwait
to Hafar’, “From Buraidah to Medina’,
“From Medina to Mecca , “From Mec-
ca to Buraidah” and “From Buraidah to
Kuwait” as stated by Musaed Al-Badr in
the title of the trip's summary.

The author of this historical pam-
phlet, as defined in the book, is the
descendant of a distinguished family of
Kuwait, Al-Badr family, of which one of
the most prominent was men the late
Yusuf Abdul Mohsen Al-Badr (1800 -
1879). Yusuf Al-Badr was well-known
for his generosity and his council was
always attended by men of science
and literature such as the Kuwaiti poet
Mohammed bin Laboun and the poet
Abdel Ghaffar Akhras of Mosul. In Jan-
uary 1865, Yusuf Al-Badr hosted Lewis
Pelly, the British Political Resident of
the Gulf, who stayed for a month. Lewis
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Photo Archive

Rare Old Photos

The late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, with the late Shaikh Isa Bin Salman
Al Khalifa, may their souls rest in peace, during the visit paid by the Ruler of Abu
Dhabi to Bahrain in 1967. The visit started on October 14 of that year.

The late Sheikh Zayed
bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
with the late Shaikh Isa
Bin Salman Al Khalifa,
may their souls rest in
peace, during a dinner
in Zayed’s honor on the
sidelines of his visit to
Bahrain in 1967

Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
during his visit to the chemical labora-
tory for vocational training students in
the Bahraini capital Manama in 1967

Sheikh Zayed bin Sul-
tan Al Nahyan with
Sheikh Isa bin Salman
Al Khalifa who bid fare-
well to Sheikh Zayed at
Bahrain International
Airport
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Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan
touring the houses built in Isa Town,
as part of the program of his visit to
Bahrain in 1967
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The First Journeys of Europeans to Mecca

Over the past centuries, Muslims from far and wide made numerous journeys to the
Holy Lands. Many scholars and novelists recorded their journeys to Holy Mecca and Tay-
beh to have divine blessing and for the memory of their lifetime journeys, including Ibn
Jubayr, Ibn Battuta and many others.

Given that Muslims, since the first Islamic era, have recorded the events of their journeys to Hijaz in
prose and poetry, it is no wonder that Europeans were fascinated by Hajj during the past centuries. Those
Europeans masqueraded as Muslims and accompanied Muslims using false identities to witness the pro-
ceedings of Hajj and write their observations, out of spying, explorations or curiosity to see the Holy
Ka'ba and meet the pilgrims. Some of them were fair and wrote the truth and some became Muslims.
Others were liars using false images to distort the image of the Muslim community. Later, it was proven
that some of them did not enter Mecca at all but took from other sources claiming that they visited Hijaz,
fabricating stories inspired by their imagination and using other travelers’ information.

There is no doubt that Westerners were interested in the Arab countries from old times, including
Achilles of Greek who mentioned the Arab countries in the fifth century BCE and the Greek traveler Hero-
dotus. Herodotus was one of the first Europeans to write books on history and journeys, mentioning the
Arabs, the Persians, and the Egyptians in his book. Many scholars have criticized this book for its fictitious
tales, although it is still called “the father of history”- a title given by Roman poet Cicero (43 BC).

Strabo, a Greek geographer and one of the earliest Europeans, dedicated a whole chapter to the Arab
countries in which he mentions the names of the Arab tribes, their towns and their social and commercial
conditions. Strabo also wrote down the history of the military campaign, led by his friend Aelius Gallus, in
which he was involved and in which they were defeated.

We do not know much about European journeys to the Holy Lands before the fifteenth century AD.
Itis reported, however, that Walid ibn Abd al-Malik, the Umayyad Caliph, used Roman builders to expand
the Prophet’s Mosque in 88 AH.

The fifteenth century AD was characterized by numerous European explorers, such as John Cabot,
who claimed that he arrived in Mecca in 1480, 12 years before the fall of Andalusia, a claim that has no
substantiation.

Ludovico di Varthema, an Italian adventurer who recorded his journey in 1503, disguised as one of
the Mamluks and entered their community as “Yunus Al-Masri". To some extent, Varthema was fair cor-
recting the Western misconceptions and describing the Meccan Sanctuary beautifully. He published his
journey in Milanin 1511 and in 1555 the Englishman Richard Eden translated it. However, his account has
a kind of racism and superstitions.

Joseph Pitts, an English traveler who was captured near the Algerian border and was sold, with his
companions, as slaves. Pitts came to Mecca with his Algerian master, who bought him in the late 17th
century. Afterwards, his master emancipated him on the return journey. Pitts returned to his country and
published his account in 1704 correcting many of the Western misconceptions about the Country of the
Two Holy Mosques. However, his book contained some mistakes and exaggeration.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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