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or Salwatu al ghareb wa uswatu al
areeb, and the journey of Ahmad bin
Autaiwer al Jannah (died in 1849), called
Rihlat al munah wal menna (the jour-

ney of destiny and grace).

Travellers' Impressions
Western trips include famous ones,
such as the journey of Carsten Niebuhr,
in which he described the provinces of
the Arabian Peninsula and the journey
of the French writer and poet Charles
Didier in 1854, which was collected in
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his book Sojourn with the Grand Sha-
rif of Makkah. Didier began his journey
from Egypt, met Grand Sharif of Mecca
Abdul Muttalib bin Ghalib in Taif, and
described the route of Jeddah and the
Red Sea, and the people he met. Didi-
er's book also contains some personal
impressions of the public places and
people, and some accurate daily ob-
servations that were written about the
conditions of Hijaz in the early second
half of the nineteenth century. Reading
Didier allows you to find a great behav-
ioural analysis of all these characters. In
more than one place, Didier repeats that
his trip came by chance and has no po-
litical justification.

Writings and Summaries

Among the travellers who visited
Hijaz was Charles Doughty, an English
traveller who joined a pilgrimage con-
voy under the pseudonym “Khalil”
and arrived in Mada’in Saleh in
1876. He was able to walk around
the region, copying inscriptions
and engraved drawings. On
July 5, 1878, Doughty travelled
with a convoy of pilgrims to Hijaz. He

PP

Mohammed Sadiq Pasha was
the first to take a photograph
of the Prophet’s Mosque in
1861 and a photograph of the
Meccan Sanctuary in 1880

arrived in Taif, then went to Jeddah in
August 1878 and wrote Travels in Arabia
Deserta, in which he drew a unique pic-
ture of the region, about the Bedouins
and their lives; their generosity and cus-
toms, highlighting many paradoxes in
their lives.

There are also many summaries of
Western journeys to Hijaz, including A
la Decouverte de L'Arabie (the discov-
ery of the Arabian Peninsula), through
which French researcher Jacqueline
Pirenne tried to collect the proceeds of
five centuries of adventure and science
to tell their interesting stories and re-
cord their services in the field of human
knowledge, through these trips, which
have multiple aspects of writings in their
contexts, and are difficult to limit due to
their multitude and diversity.
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Book Title: Rum Seljuqg Architecture, 1170 - 1220:
The Patronage of Sultans

Author:  Richard P. McClary

Published: January 01,2017

Publisher: Edinburgh University Press

This lavishly illustrated volume presents the major
surviving monuments of the early period of the Rum
Seljugs, the first major Muslim dynasty to rule Anato-
lia. A much-needed overview of the political history of
the dynasty provides the context for the study of the
built environment which follows. The book addresses
the most significant monuments from across the re-
gion: a palace, a minaret and a hospital are studied
in detail, along with an overview of the decorative
portals attached to a wide array of different building
types. The case studies are used to demonstrate the
key themes and processes of architectural synthesis
and development that were under way at the time,
and how they reflect the broader society.

The book presents buildings never previously
published in English such as the Kilij Arslan Il palace
kiosk in Konya, the minaret of the Sivas Great Mosque,
and the nearby ‘Izz al-Din Kay Kawus | hospital and
tomb complex.

About the Author

It covers the whole region, rather than the build-
ings of just one city or one ruler, giving clear and
concise history of the period 1170-1220. The book in-
cludes c170 line drawings and photographs, many in
colour.

Richard McClary received his doctorate, entitled “The Ram Saljaq Architecture of
Anatolia 1170-1220" from the University of Edinburgh in 2015. Prior to that he was
awarded an MA in Islamic Art and Archaeology by the School of Oriental and African
Studies, London University in 2011. He has lectured extensively on the topic of Me-

dieval Islamic architecture around the world and has conducted fieldwork in India,
Turkey, Central Asia and the Middle East.
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Hajj and Hijaz in the Books of Travellers

Islamic heritage is full of treasures of forgotten journeys and peer-re-

viewed literature about journeys. Part of this heritage is related to the de-

scription of an entrenched religious obligation in the Islamic conscience,
namely, Hajj, to which the Westerners and Muslims, alike, have devoted
plenty of room in their writings, whether to describe the road, the urban-
ization of the Hijaz, or going deeply into the sacred monument in order
to convey a close image of these rituals.

Tuhfat Al-Nuzzar

Among the famous books is Tuhfat
al-nuzzar fi gharaib al-amsar wa-ajaib
al-asfar (A Gift to Those Who Contem-
plate the Wonders of Cities and the Mar-
vels of Travelling) by Ibn Battuta (died
in 1377 AD). lbn Battuta began his trip
to Hijaz from Damascus describing the
road and their journeys through Bosra
to Tabuk, and then to Tayba, the city of
the Messenger of Allah may peace be
upon him, providing information on the
stations of the trip and the habits of the
pilgrims of the Levant.

He also described Tayba and its
Holy Mosque, giving accurate details of
the Prophet’s Mosque, about which he
said it was rectangular “and surround-
ed, in four sides, by flagstones. In the
middle, sand is spread over the Sahn
(courtyard). The Holy Mosque is also sur-
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rounded by a paved street with carved
stones. Located in the southeast of the
Holy Mosque, Holy Raudah, all Prayers
and Blessings of Allah be upon its inhab-
itant, has a magnificent design, hard to
describe, and is illuminated by fine and

stunning marble sculpture”.

Ibn Battuta described Holy Mecca
saying:“a big town of adjacent buildings
inside a valley surrounded by moun-
tains, where visitors can only see the
town when they reach it".

He also said about the Sacred
Mosque “it is in the town centre and has
a wide courtyard. It extend more over
400 cubits from east to west, where the
Holy Kaaba lies in the middle of it"

In addition, Ibn Battuta mentioned
the Black Stone, the Holy Shrine, Tawaaf,
Zamzam, the doors of the mosque and
the area around the Gravestone. He also
mentioned the scholars and people and
their virtues. Moreover, he narrated a
number of stories in different contexts
that give details about the Hajj and its
customs saying: “On the first day of the
month of Dhu al-Hijjah, drums and ta-
bors are hit in times of prayer at day and
night, announcing the blessed season.
Hitting the drums continues everyday
till the day of heading to Mount Arafat.."

Ibn Battuta mentioned the covering
of the Kaaba that was sent on the Day
of Sacrifice from Egypt to the Sacred
House, and the way it was let down on

o

Ibn Battuta, (died in 1377 AD), began his trip to Hijaz from Damascus describing
Taybeh and its Holy Mosque and giving accurate details of the Holy Kaaba.

the Holy Kaaba.

Al-Ayyashi Journey

Among the heritage treasures is
the journey of Abu Salim ibn Abi Bakr
al-Ayyashi (11t century AH / 17th cen-
tury AD), known in the scientific fields
as Taedad al manazel al Hijaziah (the
listing of Hijaz houses), Al tareef wal ijaz
bi baad ma tad'o elihe fi tareeq al Hijaz
(Defining and summarizing of what is
necessary in the way of Hijaz) and Rihlat
al-Ayyashi al sughra (The minor jour-
ney of al-Ayyashi).

Originally, it is a letter sent by the
author to one of his companions, schol-
ars of Fez who were taught and en-
dorsed by Ayyashi. It portrays the con-
voy of the Sijilmassa pilgrims within the
pilgrimage journeys of Morocco.

Scholar and the traveller Abu Sa-

lem al-Ayyashi summed up in his Minor
Journey (1068 AH / 1657 AD) the stages
and houses on the way to Hijaz. This let-
ter was dated on 28 Rabi |, 1068 AH cor-

responding to January 3, 1658 AD.

In this letter, Ayyashi provides
his companion with tips of interest
to travellers setting out on their
journey to Hajj, including the sci-
entific names of urban areas and
names of scholars on way from Si-
jilmassa to Hijaz, in addition to the
supplies they need and the feed
for animals. He also mentioned the
markets on the road and the differ-
ent goods from one place to another.
Moreover, he reminds travellers to be
cautious about travel times from one
place to another to reach Hajj on time.

The Egyptian Caravan (Mahmal)

Among the famous writings on Hi-
jaz trips are the works of Muhammad
Sadiq Pasha (1822-1902), which com-
prise his account of pilgrimage trips,
when he used to travel with the Egyp-
tian Caravan.

These works depicted the journey
to Hijaz and they were published under
the following titles: Nubza fi istekshaf
tareek al ard alhijaziah mina al wajh
wa yanbu albahr ela almdeena alna-
baowyah (A Brief of exploring the way
of Hijaz land from Al Wajh and Yanbu to
Madinah) printed in Cairo in 1294 AH
(1877 AD), Masha'al al Mahmal (Cara-
van Torch) printed in Cairo in 1298 AH

(1881 AD), Daleel al Hajj lil wared

ela Mecca wal madeena min kul-

li fajj (Hajj guide for arrivals to

Mecca and Medina from far and

wide) printed in Cairo in 1896 AD by
Bulaq Press.

Mohammed Sadiq has visited the
Hijaz lands several times, initiating his
first visit to Medina in 1277 AH (1860
AD) together with governor Said Pasha.
His second visit to Medina was in 1861,
which was recorded in his book A Brief
of exploring the way of Hijaz land.
Seeking to perform Hajj, Sadiq made his
third and forth visit in 1880 and 1884,
recording their events in his books Ma-
sha’al al Mahmal (Caravan Torch) and
Kowkab al hajj (Hajj Planet). His last
trip was on an official mission with the
intention of handing over wheat - alms
collected form Mecca and Medina - in
Jeddah in 1885, that was mentioned in
the footnote of Kowkab al hajj.

It is believed that Mohammed
Sadig, who had a camera in his position,
was the first to take a photograph of the
Prophet’s Mosque in 1861. He also took
a photograph of the Meccan Sanctuary
and other sites related to Hajj in 1880,
as was pointed out by some researchers
including William Facey.

There are also many other books
that depict Hajj and Hijaz, such as the
journey of the Ibn Masum Al Madani,
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The paper refers to the role of Sheikh Saeed bin Maktoum in the con-
solidation of security, such as the news of the attack by some aggres-
sors from a tribe on a camel belonging to Bani Yas in 1925, where the
ruler of Dubai dispatched a force led by his brother Hasher bin Mak-
toum to hunt down those aggressors.

da

Tawash .. Pearl merchant

I ask a lot about the meaning of “Tawash” and
about his craft called “tuwashah”. Tawash, in our dia-

Haj Youssef Al Serkal and Mohammed
Abdullah Al-Yamani, as stated in 207th
issue on 26 December 1928. The estab-
lishment of Al Sa'ada School seems to be
close to the date of establishing Al Falah
School in Dubai by the famous pearl
merchant Muhammad Ali Zainal in 1928.
However, we did not know through Al
Shoura newspaper, whichever was ear-
lier. We can say that these three schools
were the core of modern formal educa-
tion in the Emirate of Dubai.

As for other cultural aspects, the
Arab press in general in Dubai had
followers and readers of the educated
class. One example of this is the pres-
ence of an early Shoura correspondent
in Dubai: writer Ahmed Bin Sultan Al
Sulayem. We also find on the pages of
Al Shoura some correspondence and
other subjects sent by other individu-
als residing in Dubai, such as Abdullah
Al-Sanie in 50t and 80t issues, Mr.
Ahmed bin Mohammed Al-Mihdhar in
118 issue and others whose names
were not mentioned in other issues.
Most of these correspondence and ar-
ticles discussed the political situation
in the region in general and in Dubai in
particular.

Perhaps this interest in the press
and the awareness of its role by the
intellectuals of Dubai in that period
made the British fear its political influ-
ence on people. For instance, we find
in the 133t issue of Al Shoura news
about banning all newspapers in Du-
bai and confiscating them in the Post
Office, whether they were Egyptian,
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Syrian, Iragi or from Mecca. However,
Al Shoura in its 136! issue, denied the
validity of this news based on what was
written from Bombay. But we find the
newspaper after two years, specifically
in its 310t issue on January 28, 1931
confirm the banning of newspapers
from entering Dubai and its abolish-
ment thereafter.

The paper referred to the fear of re-
instating the newspapers ban because
of the confiscation of all articles issued
from Dubai to newspapers. In its 319th
issue, the paper published a statement
from its correspondent in Bandar Ab-
bas telling that there was no ban on
newspapers entering Dubai at any
time, rather there has been constriction
that didn't involve the articles written
to newspapers. Whereas, in 335t issue,
there is a reference to the threat of the
expulsion of one of the teachers of Ah-
madiyya School to Zubayr for sending
materials to newspapers!

We also find on the pages of Al
Shoura a documentation of some of
the literary and artistic production of
Dubai’s intellectuals in that period.
Those intellectuals expressed their
emotions and feelings in prose and
poetry and published in the Arab press.
For example, the writing of Abdullah
bin Ali Al Sanie about the freedom
fighters in the Moroccan countryside
led by Abdelkrim al-Khattabi in the
50t issue, and his writing about the
calamity of Damascus in the 80t issue.
Other examples are: a suggestion that
the newspapers should adhere to the

Islamic calendar instead of the Grego-
rian calendar in the 83t issue, and the
poem of Ahmed bin Sultan bin Sulayem
praising Solomon Baroni Pasha, pub-
lished in the 103t issue. In addition to
his other poem in praising Mr. Hamad
bin Faisal Al Busaidi in the 114t issue,
and the poem of Salem Al Owais about
Syria in the 133t issue.

We also find, in the paper, trips of
Dubai’s intellectuals to abroad coun-
tries. There is no doubt that these trips
had the impact of strengthening their
relations, expanding their perceptions
and acquisition of knowledge and min-
gling with other cultures, including the
journey of Ahmed bin Sultan bin Su-
layem to Bombay in 1927, his passage,
on his way back, to Muscat, his visit to
Samail to meet Soloman Pasha Baroni
and his journey from Dubai to Bahrain in
the same year. Al Shoura also published
a story about the journey of Sheikh
Manie bin Rashid to Bombay in 1927.

It can be said that a researcher in
the history of the Gulf in general and in
the history of the UAE in particular will
find the press articles published in Al
Shoura, helpful to bridge some of the
gaps, analyze some incidents, find out
about some conditions, and open up
new possibilities for useful research
and studies. These articles are more like
an instantaneous historical record that
includes news, references, attitudes
and brief survey of some of the events
that were taking place during the peri-
od (1925-1931).

* Saudi Researcher

lect, is the merchant who sells pearls, and this name is
not given to any other profession, except this one, as
it is common in all Arabian Gulf countries.

Consequently, if you ask old men about the word origin,
they cannot tell you anything save it was inherited from the
old generations. They cannot be blamed for most of them do
not know how to read and write. How can they be asked about
the derivation of a word that was very famous at that time,
such as Tawash, whom fishermen used to wait for to sell him
what they had obtained from diving deep in the Arabian Gulf.

| say: at some point in time, vocabularies, idioms and
proverbs spread, thereafter they become prevalent and un-
derstood by their users. Some vocabularies are very ancient; it
is not known who coined them. A term or vocabulary that did
not exist before, must be uttered by one person to spread, or
it must be agreed upon by the courts of the caliphs, sultans or
people of trades, commerce and science. After that it spreads
and becomes well known. In this way, vocabulary and terms
increase among people in any language around the world.

Among strange vocabularies that do not exist in the old
dictionaries is the word Tawash. In Arabic, the plural form is
Tawaweesh, and the verb form is Yatoosh. It means pearl mer-
chant, and it took me a long time to search for its origin and |
believe this vocabulary is derived from the following:

First: watsh

In watsh (small donations), a reversal between the sounds
“wa" and “t" occurred. In Arabic many letters are reversed, for
instance, jabz and jazb. Consequently, watsh became tawsh
and thereafter tawash. Tawash (pearl merchant) used to pay
less when he bought pearls, and ask for higher price when sell-
ing them. Arabs called him tawash, then this trade was called
tuwashah. | appreciate this derivation and it can be true.

Second: tawsh

According to old dictionaries, tawsh means “imprudence”
and “debt delaying and procrastination”. A pearl merchant
might be called “imprudent” due to his frequent travels by sea
in search for rare pearls. And he might be called “procrastina-
tor” for procrastinating and not paying money to people who
sold him pearls. However, one can object this interpretation

pearl merchants trading on board a dhow

asking “how can a merchant be imprudent?”.

How an imprudent person becomes a merchant? This ob-
jection contradicts with the first meaning of the vocabulary:
“imprudence”. As for the meaning “debt delaying and pro-
crastination’, a merchant has always had plenty of money to
buy and compete with other tawaweesh “merchants’, which
weakens this interpretation and even abolishes it.

Third: Tawashi

Tawashi is a Turkish vocabulary that means a castrate
servant; a common title in the time of the Turks and Mamluks
in Egypt, that was given to close servants. Tawashi were car-
rying out many of the special tasks of kings and princes and
some may become emir, the most famous of which was the
famous Qaragosh who was working in the service of the con-
queror Salahuddin Ayubi .

Those tawashi used to control the money of the sultans,
and enter their palaces; they were also close to palace women
and had authority and money. This title may have spread over
this region due to their travels to the Arabian Gulf, during the
Mamluks era, to buy pearls for princesses. Then, when tawashi
left and pearl trade was over in Egypt and other cities, the title
was given to everyone who worked in the pearl trade.

The house of Ibn Lugman is the same....

Restriction remains and tawashi shouts..

Ibn Khaldun explains this verse saying: “in orient counties
tawashi means castrate, and is often called servant’.

| do not wish the last derivation to be the right one, be-
cause it is derived from a non-Arabic language that has a re-
pugnant meaning. There are other derivations but | did not
find them valid.

From Snapchat of
- Jamal bin Huwaireb
4% Jamalbnhuwaireb
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Writer Ahmed bin Sultan bin Sulayem was the newspaper reporter in Dubai at
the time. He covered the details of the visit of Al Thaalbi, especially the con-
cert held by the Ahmadiyya School to honor the guest.

ground installations, which was not
easy due to opposition of the rulers and
the people who feared the colonial in-
fluence in their country.

Britain used its dominant power to
threaten the rulers exercising pressure
on them to agree. This period was not
without internal disputes and conflicts
between the Emirates or within the
same Emirate. One way or another, the
intensive British presence, during this
period, has played a significant role in
intervening in these internal disputes in
order to preserve its strategic interests
in the region. This period also witnessed
frequent display of British power under
the different pretexts including elim-
inating the arms trade and the slave
trade.

In terms of economic activity, the
Arab Emirates were dependent on one
economic activity, the diving season
and the significant revenues it gener-
ated. It was instrumental in activating
the trade movement in the region by
importing and exporting. The global
demand for pearls in the Gulf reached
its peak in 1925, where the revenues
of pearl exports in Trucial States, alone,
were 10 million Indian rupees.

But in the late 1920s, the Japanese
cultured pearl emerged as a rival to
the natural Gulf pearls, leading to the
collapse of the pearl price in the world
markets. This coincided with a global
economic crisis during the years 1929-
1931, making the Gulf region suffer a
major economic blow and leading to
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deterioration in people’s standard of
living. God willing, this deterioration
did not last long, as oil flowed in the
region restoring flourish to economy.

The independence of Dubai and
the resistance of its ruler to establish
a British Consulate and a Telegraph
Office in Dubai, were one of the news
covered by Al Shoura newspaper in its
54t jssue.

Al Shoura, inits 60t and 63tissues,
referred to the solidarity of the Emirate
of Abu Dhabi and the Emirate of Dubai
with Oman and their formation of a
military alliance in 1925 after the rumor
of a tripartite agreement between the
British and Sultan of Muscat and lbn
Saud to wage war against Oman. It also
referred to the emergence of the call to
the unity of Oman.

In addition, it pointed out to some
disturbances within the UAE, and to
the role of Sheikh Saeed bin Maktoum

in the consolidation of security, such as
the news published in 1925 in the 61°t
issue, of the attack by some aggres-
sors from a tribe on a camel belonging
to Bani Yas, where the ruler of Dubai
dispatched a force led by his brother
Hasher bin Maktoum to hunt down
those aggressors despite the retrieval
of the camel. In 234t issue, there is a
reference to the details of some inter-
nal affairs in Dubai in 1929, while in
293t and 298t issues, the Al Shoura
refuted the fabricated news published
by an Iranian newspaper about the
British attack on Dubai.

Documentation of visits of leaders
and dignitaries

Among these visits, which were
documented on the pages of Al
Shoura newspaper, is the visit of the
Tunisian leader Abdelaziz Al Thaalbi.
Al Shoura newspaper in its 38t issue,
dated July 16, 1925, covered Al Thaal-
bi’s visit to Dubai, who came from India
through Muscat in June 1925. It de-
scribed the reception of Al Thaalbi by
Crown Prince of Dubai with his entou-
rage in a private boat holding Dubai’s
flag. Al Shoura described the reception
of Al Thaalbi at the luxurious palace of
the Crown Prince, in addition to his visit
to the Ahmadiyya School where a con-
cert was held to honor the guest, with
its speeches and activities. The visit
had a role on the introduction of the
UAE to other newspapers; interviews
were held with Al Thaalbi in some Arab
newspapers in which he spoke about

PP

“Dubai: a town on the coast of Oman .. Today it is more prosperous than other towns in its develop-
ment, civilization and intangible and financial power. The adherence of UAE people to Arab national-
ism, delights all Arabs and people of the Orient’, mentions the newspaper in 1925 in defining Dubai.

his observations. One of these inter-
views was published in Al Shoura news-
paper in its 81t issue on May, 21, 1926.

Among these visits is the visit of
Sohar governor, Mr. Hamad bin Faisal
Al Busaidi. Al Shoura published in its
114t issue, dated January 13, 1927, the
news of the arrival of the brother of Sul-
tan Timur bin Faisal bin Turki al-Busaidi,
Mr. Hamad bin Faisal, Sohar governor,
accompanied by 170 of his entourage
and soldiers to Dubai on Thursday, 19
Jumada |, 1345 AH. He was greeted
with enthusiasm and welcomed by the
ruler of Dubai Sheikh Saeed bin Mak-
toum, Sheikh Manie bin Rashid and a
number of elders and dignitaries. On
the third day of his visit, a ceremony
was given to honor him at Ahmadiyya
School, and his visit took seven days.

After more than
three months of pub-
lishing the news about
this visit, the special
secretary of Sohar
governor commented
on it, stressing the su-
periority of Dubai over
neighboring countries
in trade and explaining
the objectives of the
governor’s  visit.

Al Shoura also
covered the visit of
the founder of Al Fa-
lah Schools, Muham-
mad Ali Zainal, as it
published in its 207t

issue, on December 26, 1928, the de-
tails of the visit of this great Hejazi be-
nevolent and famous pearl merchant,
who arrived in Dubai from Bahrain on
the morning of Thursday, 18 Jumada |
1347. He was received by Sheikh Juma
bin Maktoum, Sheikh Manie bin Rashid
and many of Dubai’s dignitaries and
was hosted by Mohammed bin Ahmed
bin Dalmuk.

On Saturday morning Zainal visited
Al Sa'ada School where speeches were
given to welcome and celebrate him.
On the fourth day, Sheikh Sultan bin
Saqr al-Qasimi, ruler of Sharjah, invited
Zainal to Dubai, thus Zainal visited him
and went back to Dubai. On Tuesday,
30 Jumada |, Al Falah School, which
Zainal founded in Dubai, held for him
a featured event, attended by the ruler
of Dubai, Sheikh Saeed
bin Maktoum, besides
a large gathering of
school children and the
people of Dubai. On
Thursday, 2 Jumada II,
he boarded on a steam-
er called Broda leaving
Dubai to Bombay, India.

Chronicling the Cul-
tural Movement
We find in the
folds of news pub-
lished by Al Shoura
during the period
(1925-1931), use-
ful references to re-

searchers in the emergence of the
scientific  movement, indications
of the general cultural situation in
this Emirate and the beginning of
literary renaissance at that time. For
example, in its 38t issue, there is a
reference to the establishment of
Ahmadiyya School by Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Ahmed bin Dalmuk,
which was visited by Al Thaalbi in
1925. In its 38t and 127t issues,
there is a reference to the role of
Sheikh Manie bin Rashid in the scientif-
ic renaissance in Dubai in general and
in the establishment of this school in
particular.

In its 38t issue, the paper pub-
lished on 10 February 1927 an arti-
cle under the title (A New Scientific
Movement in Dubai) about people’s
attention to the importance of science,
which led to renaissance and progress.
The paper also mentions the initiative
of establishing a scientific school in Du-
bai, which was in the first place limited
to teaching jurisprudence, Arabic lan-
guage and preaching by a scholar of Al
Ahsa. It also mentions that the owners
turned it into a school similar to mod-
ern schools and brought in teachers
from abroad, although there was an
objection by fanatic people.

Perhaps the intended school was
(Ahmadiyya School), while the article
refers to the establishment of another
school in Dubai other than this school
that year. Perhaps this other school was
(Al Sa'ada School) which was found-
ed by trader Mohammed Al-Budour,

Orbits & Inscriptions 9



Emirate of Dubai in the Arabic Press (1925-1931)

Dubai in Al Shoura Newspaper

Qassim bin Khalaf Al Ruwais

Al Shoura is one of the news-
papers that gained prominence
owing to its emergence in a critical
political period of modern Arab
history. The fame
and reputation of
Al Shoura soared
due to the coura-
geous approach it
adopted to defend
the rights of Ar-
abs and Muslims,
refute the actions
of colonists, and
refuse submission
to bargaining chip
and backed up
writers.

In Cairo, Al Shoura newspaper was
established by Arabic Palestinian writ-
er and freedom fighter Mohammed
Ali Al-Tahir (1896-1974). Al Shoura
published periodicals
for seven years starting
from 1343 AH / 1924
AD until it ceased in
1350 AH / 1931 AD. It
issued 335 publications,
and was a field for Arab
greatest writers at that
time.

Al Shoura possessed
agreat deal ofimportant
news and information
about the Gulf countries
in general, including the

Trucial States, which later formed the
United Arab Emirates. Dating back to
40 years prior to the Federation, this
news was of great historical impor-
tance and scientific significance for re-
searchers in the history of the UAE.
Dubai was the first Emirate of the
UAE to be mentioned in Al Shoura
newspaper in its 38th issue on July 16,
1925, (24/12/1343 AH) when the Tuni-
sian leader Abdelaziz Al Thaalbi visit-
ed Dubai during his tour through the
Gulf in the afternoon of Friday, June
23, 1925. Writer Ahmed bin Sultan bin
Sulayem, the newspaper reporter in
Dubai at the time, covered the details
of the visit of Al Thaalbi, especially the
concert held by the Ahmadiyya School

PP

Dubai was the first Emirate of the UAE to be mentioned in Al
Shoura Newspaper in its 38th issue on July 16, 1925, when
the Tunisian leader Abdelaziz Al Thaalbi visited Dubai.

to honor the guest. The visit was pub-
lished on the fourth and fifth pages of
the newspaper.

UAE Events

Al Shoura newspaper published
the last news concerning the UAE in its
final periodical, which bears the num-
ber 335 on Rabi | 21,1350 AH (August 5,
1931). This periodical included the de-
tails of the death of Abdulrahman bin
Saif, Governor of Al-Hamriya published
on the third page of the newspaper.
The news sources came from Dubai,
probably covered by its reporter.

Between issue 38 and issue 335,
over aseven year period, Al Shoura
newspaper published a total of 64
press materials on the events of the
UAE; its relations and men, which were
distributed according to the years
of publication between 1925 and
1931.

Al Shoura news sources and
outlets were also varied, although
they often came from its corre-
spondents in Dubai and Muscat.
However, Al Shoura also had news
correspondents providing it with
news in Bahrain, Bandar Abbas,
Basra, Amman and Bombay. It also
covered some news from Indian,
Egyptian and Iranian newspapers
as well as readers’ correspondence.
Periodicals can be distributed ac-
cording to sources (in the follow-
ing table:)

Most of the articles - about 70%

in total - focused on the political as-
pects due to the continuing unrest in
that period, on the part of Oman or the
English or within the UAE or between
them.

While the rest of articles dealt with
the cultural, social and economic as-
pects. One way or another, more than
50% of these materials were related to
the Emirate of Dubai. Since the begin-
ning of the twentieth century Dubai
has become an active commercial port
for Arabs, Persians, Indians and others.
In addition to the presence of educat-
ed elites, among which was Al Shoura
correspondent, who were in constant
contact with the outside world through
sending materials to the press about
the conditions of Dubai.

Therefore, we will highlight

something about the Emirate of Dubai
on the pages of Al Shoura, which de-
fined Dubai in its 38t issue in 1925 “A
town on the coast of Oman .. Today it
is more prosperous than other towns
in its development, civilization and in-
tangible and financial power. The ad-
herence of UAE people to Arab nation-
alism and their ability to build wealth
through pearl trade, delights all Arabs
and people of the Orient”. News about
Dubai in Al Shoura can be summarized
in a number of elements:

Monitoring the political and
economic situations

1925 was a pivotal point in
the political relations with Brit-
ain. After the Iranian coup d'état
and inauguration of Reza Pahlavi
Shah of Iran, the British govern-
ment decided to change the airway
between London and the Indian
peninsula from the Persian coast to
the Arabian coast. This increased
Britain's strategic and economic
interests with the Trucial States,
which were independent in their
internal affairs. The British gov-
ernment had to get the approval
of the rulers of the United Arab
Emirates to establish the necessary

S Issue No. 7 - Aug. 2018
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Photo Archive

Rare Old Photos

ji: An old picture of Quba Mosque, the first
i mosque founded on piety, it was built
ﬁ by Prophet (PBUH) and is located in the

southern part of Medina.

A blueprint for the Kaaba, and a detail of the columns of the Sacred
Mosque, as featured in a classic European book printed in 1750.

Dome of the Prophet’s Mosque in an
old image, the Mosque witnessed
several expansions through history.

Pilgrims aboard a ship on their way
to Jeddah, as featured in a sketch in
Jules Gervais-Courtellemont’s book,
who described the Hijaz, its cities and
people and the details of the pilgrim-
age route from Algeria in his journey
which he began in 1895.

A picture of the Grand Mosque of
Mecca as it appears in a classic Euro-
pean book that dates back to 1860.
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Al Kiswa: A celebration of Caliphs
and an Epitome of Allegiance

A friend asked me about Kiswa and its history. | told him that Kiswa (the cover of Kaa-
ba) is very ancient and it may date back to the beginning of its existence on earth. How-
ever, at that time events were not recorded thus we don’t know how Kiswa was draped on
Kaaba. This is why we did not know anything about Kiswa other than what Companions
of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) reported from him, in addition to some accounts that
were recorded by historians and narrated at the beginning of the Islamic era.

L. _.-l- The meaning of Kiswa
e Kiswa or Kuswa means clothing where the plural form is Kusa.
Jamal Bin Huwaireb The covering of Kaaba before Islam
Chief Editor Al-Waqidi narrated a Prophetic hadith attributed to Abu Hurayrah that Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)

forbade insulting As'ad Al-Hemiari (Tubba), saying:“He was the first to drape the Holy Kaaba" This hadith was
undermined by Islamic scholars for it was narrated only by Al-Wagjidi, however we can deduce that the Kiswa during Jahiliyyah came from Yemen.

Al-Maghazi, Muhammad ibn Ishaq says: “I have heard from several scholars that Tubba (As'ad Al-Hemiari) was the first to fully
cover Kaaba. Tubba saw in his dream that he was covering the Kaaba, thus he covered it with Antaa (wrap of leather). Then he saw
in his dream that he was covering it, thus he covered it with openable Wasaeel (Yemeni striped covers)". From this quotation we can
figure out the materials used for Kiswa in those days; it was draped with a covering of leather, thereafter, in Yemeni striped clothes.
The Kiswa in Islam

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and his successor Abu Bakr draped Kiswa on Kaaba. When Egypt was conquered in the reign of
Omar, Omar, and the Caliphs who succeeded him, covered Kaaba with Copati, clothing attributed to the Copts. It is said that Muawiya
used to cover it with two wraps: Deebaj (silk garment) in Ashura (the Tenth of Muharram) and Copati at the end of Ramadan.

It is said that Al-Ma'mun used to cover Kaaba three times a year, in red silk on Yawm al-Tarwiyah (the Day of Quenching Thirst)
(8th of Dhul Hijjah), with copati on the 1st day of Rajab, and with white silk on the 27th of Ramadan.

Some accounts mention that the covering of Kaaba was white during the period of the Righteous Caliphs, the Umayyads and the
Abbasids. So who was the first to cover it in black? Abbasid Caliph Al-Nasir (died in 622 H) was the first to cover Kaaba in black. He first
covered it with green covering and then shifted it into a black one, and this tradition is still ongoing from that period.

In 751 H, Sultan of Egypt AlSalih Isma'’il, son of AINasir Muhammad ibn Qalawun, allocated an annual consecration for the outer
covering of Kaaba, in addition to a red inner covering and a green one for the Holy Chamber every five years.

Ibn Ad-Dyaa (died 854 H), describes Kiswa as follows:

(The covering of Kaaba is now made of blacksilk, and has a white linen liner. The Kiswa is embroidered on one side with Quranic
verses starting with Basmalah followed by verses 96 & 97 of Al Imran Sura. Between the Yamani Corners, after Basmalah the embroi-
dery reads the verse 97 of Al Maaida Sura. Between the Yamani Corner and the Western Corner, verses 127 & 128 of Al Bagara Sura
are embroidered. Between the Yamani Corner and the Syrian Corner the embroidery reads “the poor slave (to God) Sultan Qalawun
ordered to make this holy Kiswa “)

The connection between Kiswa and allegiance

Some princes forced the Sharifs of Makkah to use their Kiswa only as Sultan Qalawun of Egypt did. Al-Magrizi mentioned in his
work in 754 H:“ In Shaaban: Sharif Abu Nemi, the Emir of Mecca, swore to the Sultan and his son to obey them, pledging to drape
only the Kiswa coming from Egypt on Kaaba in each season”.

The Ottomans took over this task from Egyptians, and thereafter Muhammad Ali Pasha king of Egypt took it over again. Kis-
wa manufacture was almost limited to Egypt; Muhammad Ali's kiswa was green and used to be delivered by the Egyptian Caravan
(Al Mahmal), as did the kings of Egypt who preceded him. It used to be made by workers who learned from old kiswa weavers, in the
camel traders souq, before a factory was set up at Makkah by Late King Abdulaziz, RIP, to make kiswa.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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