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and apple molasses.

“What is your favourite cuisine?” |
asked Sue. She said immediately: | love
fish, especially Fish fillet”. Thus, | knew
that my father ordered her the dish
she likes.

After we finished lunch, we had
coffee and tea. Sue told us that she en-
tered the Abu Dhabi Representation
Office at 72 New Bond Street for the
first time 47 years ago. The Office was
deserted and only had a phone that
looked lonely the other day. She had
not yet met her manager, Mr Ahmed
Al-Obaidli, who was in Abu Dhabi.

The office was a real and firmly
established part of Abu Dhabi’s his-
tory before the idea of the union was
fully developed. Sheikh Zayed visited
the office in 1968 and in the following
year he arrived on the first official visit
to Britain and stayed at The Dorchester
in The Oliver Messel Suite.

The office handled all the require-
ments of the Abu Dhabi Government
following up the affairs of visitors, stu-
dents, patients and the army. This led
to increase in the pace of employment
where many new employees joined
the Office. Sheikh Zayed was on three
days official visit (Thursday - Saturday)
in July 1969, before it was extended
to three weeks. On Friday, the sec-
ond day of the visit, Queen Elizabeth
invited the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sul-
tan, Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed
and my father to luncheon, where
Queen Elizabeth, her husband Philip
and Princess Anne were sitting on the
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other side of the royal table. The visit
was concluded with observing “Troop-
ing the Colour”; a parade performed
by the Queen’s Guard to celebrate the
Queen’s birthday.

The meeting was of great im-
portance because of the economic
strength of Abu Dhabi that comes
from the amount of oil revenues of
the Emirate. My father and Mrs Sue
Seller were talking about memories,
when she paused for a moment, re-
calling something she has always
faced whenever she wanted to get a
Visitor Visa to my father. My father’s
birthday was in 1937; the same year
of Sue’s birth. She often asked herself:
“How did it happen to be the age of
your manager, Sue Seller?”. She then
asked my father if 1937 was his birth
year.“How do you want me, Sue, to be
sure of the year while | was born in a
tent in Al Ain city?”, replied my father
with a smile.

In the period of establishing the
Emirate, my father sent HE Moham-
med Habroush, Minister of State in
Abu Dhabi, to Cairo to submit an ap-
plication for the UAE admission to
the League of Arab States. At a closed
meeting, the League agreed to add
the UAE to its members on December
7, 1971, to become the 18th member
of the League.

On the first visit to the United
Nations, HH Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan,
sent a delegation consisting of Adnan
Pachachi, Ahmed Al-Obaidli, Moham-
med bin Abdul Latif (from the Palace

Her work was at a stage when Abu Dhabi, represented by Sheikh Zayed, was about to
lead a group of small Emirates into a strong union in a time of historical leadership that
transferred the Emirate from poverty to wealth.

Office) and Ms. Sue Seller as secretary
to submit an application for admis-
sion to the United Nations. That day,
a vote was made on the UAE request
and its membership in the United Na-
tions was announced on 9 December
1971, with membership number 132.
Burmese U Thant (1961-1971) was the
Secretary-General at that time. Then
Sue said bitterly: “When they took a
photograph under the flag of the UAE
outside the United Nations building,
where the delegation gathered with
the Secretary-General, | wished that |
would be in that historical scene”

On the next visit in September
1972, the delegation was headed
by my father, who delivered a major
speech in Arabic at the United Na-
tions. Mrs Sue turned to me saying, as
she tried to emphasize every letter:" If
only you had heard the speech, Mo-
hammed, you would have felt proud
of the splendid words of your father
over all the delegates” Sue recalls
that Nawaf Diab went out with my fa-
ther, Abdul Rahim Mahmood and Mrs
Frauke Heard-Bey, at the weekend, for
an amazing tour in Long Island, which
he knows well. It should be noted that
this group of young people working in
the nascent UAE has had good efforts
in performing their work well. They did
well in performing their duties under
the wise leadership of Sheikh Zayed
and the pillars of his state.

*UAE Writer
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Book Title: Before and After Alexander: The Legend and
Legacy of Alexander the Great
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An enlightening look at the historical context behind
Alexander the Great, his accomplishments, and his legacy.

In the arc of western history, Ancient Greece is at the
apex, owing to its grandeur, its culture, and an intellectual
renaissance to rival that of Europe. So important is Greece
to history that figures such as Plato and Socrates are still
household names, and the works of Homer are regular-
ly adapted into movies. The most acclaimed hero of all,
though, is Alexander the Great.

While historians have studied Alexander’s achieve-
ments at length, author and Professor Richard A. Billows
delves deeper into the obscure periods of Alexander’s
life before and after his reign. In the definitive Before and
After Alexander, Billows explores the years preceding Al-
exander, who, Billows argues, without the foundation laid
by his father, Philip Il of Macedon, would not have had
the resources or influence to develop one of the greatest
empires in history. Alexander was groomed from a young
age to succeed his father, and by the time Philip was as-
sassinated in 336 BC, his great empire was already well
underway.

The years following Alexander’s death were even
more momentous. In this ambitious new work, Richard
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THE LEGEND AND LEGACY OF
ALEXAMNDER THE GREAT
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Billows robustly challenges the notion that the political
strife that followed was for lack of a leader as competent
as Alexander, pointing out instead that there were too
many extremely capable leaders who exploited the power
vacuum created by Alexander’s death to carve out king-
doms for themselves.

Above all, in Before and After Alexander, Billows elo-
quently and convincingly posits a complex view of one
of the greatest empires in history, framing it not as the
achievement of one man, but the culmination of sever-
al generations of aggressive expansion toward a unified
purpose

About the Author

The Colossus of Rome”.

Richard A. Billows is a professor at Columbia University specializing in Ancient Greek
and Roman epigraphy. He is the author of “Marathon: How One Battle Changed West-
ern Civilization”, as well as “Antigonos the One-Eyed and the Creation of the Hellenistic
State”; “Kings and Colonists: Aspects of Macedonian Imperialism”; and “Julius Caesar:
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Documentation

Mohammed
Ahmed
Al Suwaidi*

A seventy-eight year-old lady, entered my father’s
majlis with her heritage that exceeds more than four
decades, with her grizzled hair, her stature that lost a
few centimetres and her voice calling soothsayer Bill
Sarubby to attend. Time has taken its toll on her face
which hides lots of stories and news. She is Mrs. Sue
Seller, the secretary who worked with my father in
London before the establishment of the UAE. We re-
ceived her today at my father’s majlis in London, long

after the last reunion with my father. She seemed, for
a moment, as if she came from an old book.

| felt, while | was looking at her,
what she meant by the word “coinci-
dences” that led her to work with my
father. It is a sort of situations that
have been repeated in her life for
many times; those coincidences were
the ones that made this woman. Now
she stands at my father’s majlis with
generations of tales in her voice that
| will not let slip away from me, rath-
er | am going to grasp them and write
them down. The first of these coin-
cidences is her job application to Mr
Alfred George in an engineering con-
sultancy company operating in Abu
Dhabi that supervised Abu Dhabi’s
first Representative Office in London
in July 1968. Because of her passion
for architecture, Seller was among
other candidates for the post. How-
ever, she had a job that she wouldn't
have thought of; working in an Emir-
ate under development and the first
Arab Union that’s been in the making.
She said: When | entered the office the
first time, there was nothing, no type-
writer, no papers, no pens, not even a
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manager; there were only a few vases
and a telephone.

Abu Dhabi Office in London

Her first career was when she
joined the famous Harrods shop,
where workers were required to wear
black uniforms and to stand during
working hours for a pay that doesn't
exceed three pounds and thirty-three
shillings.

Mrs Seller said: “I started work-
ing at Harrods at the age of 17, and
that was my first experience, and |
worked there for about three months.
Once, they sent me home because |
was wearing red shoes. But | learned
from that experience to be patient in
dealing with different types and spec-
tra of customers, from far and wide,
aboundin Harrods"

| was listening to her, thinking
that her work involved an unseen kind
of grooming; she had to believe that
wise saying: the customer is always
right even if the seller was a Leo such
as Mrs Sue Seller.

At My Father’s Majlis
An Office in New Bond Street

Her next job was at the Repre-
sentative Office of the Emirate of Abu
Dhabi at a stage when Abu Dhabi, rep-
resented by Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan (RIP), was about to lead a
group of small Emirates into a strong
union in a time of historical leadership
that transferred the Emirate from pov-
erty to wealth. She witnessed, during
her work, many events and important
personalities that gave Abu Dhabi and
the UAE in general, with patience and
diligence, their current image. Mrs Sue
Seller worked with my father during
1968-1981 at the Representative Of-
fice of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi and
then at the UAE Embassy at 30 Princess
Gate Street, which was purchased in
1970, before leaving work and trave-
ling with her husband to New Zealand.

The embassy building needed full
maintenance, Sue said, because it was
abandoned, and it was only a house
for pigeons. Coincidences, only ap-
preciated by good fortune tellers, led
her to meet her husband Jim Tread-
well, former British ambassador to
Abu Dhabi (1968-1971), she met him
during her work at the Abu Dhabi’s
Representative Office. Since the first
moment he introduced himself briefly
in a great politeness, she felt that he is
going be the man of her life.

“I owe you for giving me this op-
portunity!’, said Sue as she was look-
ing towards my father. “Without you |
wouldn’t have met with Jim, who was
not similar in his behavior to the nar-
cissistic behavior of the diplomats and

PP

A lady with generations of tales in her voice that | will not let them slip away from my memory, rather
I am going to write them down. Sue Seller worked in the first Representative Office of the Emirate of

Abu Dhabi in London in July 1968

employees of the British Foreign Of-
fice in general, before Thatcher came,
plucking out the peacock feathers
from the men of the foreign service’,
added Sue. Jim was very kind, courte-
ous and polite and when he faced her
he said quietly: “Hello Madam, I'm Jim
Treadwell”.

Ageless past

Mrs Seller’s last meeting with my
father was in 1996; two decades have
passed since that meeting. But when
she came today, she did not want to
arrive without bringing her memo-
ries and photos of that ancient past
as a gift; the past which rearranged
her inner life, both at the career and
family level. These photos preserved
many memories, beautiful times and
wonderful places, some featuring my
father’s visit to Rahim Yar Khan in Paki-
stan in January 1971 with her husband
Ambassador Jim Treadwell to meet
with Sheikh Zayed. The collection in-
cluded photos with Sheikh Zayed be-
sides photos at the Grand Gallery in
Osaka, Japan, 1970. The meeting was
of great importance because the Jap-
anese were certain that they were in
front of officials who represent the fu-
ture prospects of a promising oil Emir-
ate. Therefore, managers of oil com-
panies in Japan organized a meeting
between my father and his compan-
ions with the prime minister, foreign
minister, finance minister and others.

The collection also included pho-
tographs dating back to 1969 of her

husband  with  Sheikh
Zayed, and other photos
of Sheikh Mohammed
bin Khalifa, Abdel Rahim
Mahmoud, Sir William Ross
and Geoffrey Arthur the
Political Resident in Bah-
rain. Sue said, while identi-
fying people in the photos

Q

Sheikh Zayed talking to Ahmed Khalifa Al Suwaidi

by their names: “l grew old
but the memory didn't"

There were photos of Ali Al-Shura-
fa, Khalaf Al-Otaiba, Hilal Al-Mansouri
and photos of my father with Ahmed
al-Mas'ood and with old Japanese
Geisha. My father was looking at the
photos, and when he came across his
photo with the Japanese Geisha, | said:
“The older the Geisha, the more luxu-
rious she is, allegedly. If the Japanese
want to show great respect for you,
they surround your presence with a
group of Geishas” | recalled a similar
situation that happened to me when |
was the head of the delegation during
an official visit to Japan.

“Sheikh Zayed visited our office at
Bond Street, and then went to Scot-
land on a fishing trip with his son
Sheikh Khalifa, and stayed there on a
train prepared for him”, said Sue Seller.

My father asked her about her
husband Jim. She paused for a mo-
ment before saying:“He died five years
ago, and if he lived, he would now be
ninety-five. He was ill in the last two
years and | took care of him until he
passed away”.

Those images drew forth memo-

ries and events that had a profound
impact on my father’s recalling of
many old memories. My father want-
ed to amuse her saying: “men on the
Pakistan trip admired you, Sue”

“Yes, | was covering my arms, but
at the same time | was wearing a short
dress” she said, smiling at him. “Per-
haps, they liked my knees,” she add-
ed, laughing.

Talking about Sue’s husband was
an occasion to recall a funny incident.
Her husband, Jim, suggested that they
visit the city of Gujarat in Pakistan,
saying: “In Gujarat, you will see the
most beautiful aspects of Pakistan”.
“We went to Gujarat following the ad-
vice of Jim, but we only saw and en-
countered those women wearing the
nigab. The majority of Gujarat women
were housewives unable to leave ex-
cept for necessity”, said Sue.

Memory Talks
I moved with Sue and my father to the
dining table, which was full of various
dishes, different types of fish and a sal-
ad prepared by Mr Bu Watfa in which
he added balsamic - Italian vinegar -
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Shindagha

Mystery of the ambiguous name

Jamal Bin Huwaireb

Shindaghais a vocabulary that does not exist in Arab dictionaries, which
indicates that its letters had been changed or reversed. Moreover, it is not
mentioned in the geographical dictionaries, which makes it unique and has
no resemblance among the names of locations. Therefore, knowledge urg-
es us to search for this vocabulary trying to reach its meaning and deriva-
tion through news, language and what is compatible with etymology.

Names of locations in Arab coun-
tries are one of the dilemmas facing
Arab geographers in the present and
the past. Tracing the statements of the
early Arab geographers about locations,
one can find them marvellous. The
meaning, the origin of derivation and
the reason for naming some of the lo-
cations were defined, while others were
interpreted according to the meanings
that came to the mind of the geogra-
pher. Other locations were difficult for
geographers to interpret, and conse-
quently they gave up.

You may find some of these der-
ivations strange, as stated by Arabi-
an Peninsula scholar Hamad Al Jassir
(1910-2000), in one of his articles in
his magazine «Arabs» in which he talks
about Mu’jam al-Buldan (the lexicon of
countries) by Yaqut al-Hamawi:

“After many journeys, | reached a
conclusion that we should not limit our-
selves to the knowledge of our ances-
tors of early scholars regarding the as-
pect of the geographical studies on the

explanation of the names of the old lo-
cations. Rather, we need to expand the
depth and breadth of researches; the
fields of knowledge have extended and
the horizons of science have become
unlimited in time and place, growing
and renewing continuously”

| say: If Hamad Al Jassir - famous
for being well aware of this uncommon
science that only few scholars could
fathom across history - admits that ety-
mology of names of old locations needs
reconsideration and further studies to
unveil the absent truth, what should
we say about the locations that weren't
mentioned in old references or by early
linguists such as the
name of Shindagha.

Shindagha is a
vocabulary that does
not exist in Arab dic-
tionaries, therefore
knowledge urges us
to search for this vo-
cabulary trying to
identify its meaning

and derivation through news, language
and what is compatible with etymology
including form, plant, animal or oth-
erwise, that made people give it this
name. Ironically, | was once in an area in
Lisbon and | asked my host “what is the
name of this area?”. (Kashkash) replied
my friend telling me that it is an Arabic
name. This name evoked me to know its
origin, and after researching | found that
this area was named after a snake found
in large numbers across the area, the Ar-
abs call it (Khashkhash). | have learned
two benefits of this information: | knew
the shape of (Khashkhash) and why this
place was given this name.

After researching for many years in
etymology | found these results about
Shindagha, | do not say that they are
absolutely true, but the closest to the
correct explanation. | say:

First: the origin of Shindagha is
Shindaga, because the
word “Shadgh” is not
found in Arabic. Conse-
quently, the old pronunci-
ation of this vocabulary is
Shindaqga, where the letter
“q" has been replaced by

"

g"as it was customary for the people of
this country.

Second: Shindagha is located in the
Emirate of Dubai and this area is un-
doubtedly Arabic, in which only Arabic
names are given to areas. It is unlikely
for Arabs to give foreign names to their
locations, unless the region is located in
non Arabic countries.

The Arab conquerors have Arabized
many of the foreign names and they
have also given Arabic names to several
modern places, examples of which are
found in the country dictionaries.

Shindagha is a famous area in Du-
bai, and was home to the rulers of Du-
bai, as well as ancient Arab families. |
also mentioned that “Shindagha” is an
Arabic name where the letter “q” was re-
placed by “g”as it was customary for the
people of this area and other Gulf areas,
for the word “Shadgh” is not found in

Arabic.

One might ask“If Shindagha was an
Arabic word. What does it mean?”. The
answer: We need search in the diction-
aries and the names of Arab villages and
proper nouns in addition to a thorough
study in the ancient Arabic dialects in
order to reach the nearest and most
accepted derivations by schoolars. | say:

The first explanation: Lisan Al-Arab
Dictionary mentions “Shadq: is the side
of the mouth, Shadqga Al wadi (two sides
of the valley)"

| say: If you look at a vertical image

of Shindagha, you will find it has the
shape of Shadq (human jaw). Rather, if

you also want to locate it, you will find it

on a city side which makes this explana-
tion and derivation fairly logical.

One might object saying: “How was
the letter“n” added between “sh”and “d”
in Shindagha?”. The answer: tracing the
old Arabic methods, we find the Arabs
add “n”in some vocabularies as Ghunna
(nasal twang). With frequent use, this
addition became a genuine letter in the
word.

Ibn Manzur in his book Lisan Al-Ar-
ab says: »some Arabs, unintentionally,
say Hanz instead of Haz (luck), which is
a Ghunna used in stressed letters as is
indicated by the fact that the plural of
Hanz is Huzuz . Al-Azhari says: “some
people of Homs say Hanz and use Huzuz
as the plural form. For them the letter
“n"is Ghunna but they make it a genu-
ine letter pronouncing “n” as Ghunna in
stressed letters such as Runz (rice) orig-
inally Ruz and Autrunjah (citron) origi-
nally Autrujah”«

| say: If Arab Verbalists used to add
the letter “n” in their speech, rather it
should be more frequently used by
those who came after them speaking
vernacular such as ours.

The second explanation: It is weaker
than the first one. But as | mentioned, it
is an attempt to reach the closest logi-

cal derivation. So let us assume that “n”
is genuine or was added and became
genuine as in Shandag. Searching for
this vocabulary in Arabic dialects and
our available sources we will find that
there are many Arab families with the
Shandag surname. There is also a district
in Taiz, Yemen called Shandag.

In his book “Almalhoun Dictionary
‘, Mr. Mohamed El Fassi interpreted the
word Shanadeq saying: “Shandaq is
the hawk and the skilled Knight". Lisan
Al-Arab Dictionary mentions:” Shandaq
is an Arabized foreign name”.

All of this leads to the fact that
Shandagq is an Arabic word that is spread
among the Arabs in the east and west
of the Arab countries. El Fassi explained
it although we didn't find its origin in
old grammar books. Lexicographers
presume that this word is Arabized, yet
Arabized words are treated as Arabic
ones in our beloved language.

One of my cousins told me that
“Shindagha” might be taken form
“Shifdagha” (frog in our dialect and in
standard Arabic) where the letter “f” was
changed to “n". | say: it might be but it
is unlikely.

However, those who presumed that
“Shindagha” is a foreign compound vo-
cabulary are totally wrong.



Photo Archive

Rare Old Photos

The late Sheikh
Rashid bin Hu-
maid Al Nuaimi,
former ruler of
Ajman crossing
the Creek with a
group of his en-
tourage during a
visit to Dubai.

HMS Wild Goose is anchored off
Shindagha, the nearest safe harbour to the
beach. A local boat used to sail back and
forth between the ship and the beach. The
photo is taken by Codrai on 1958.

A group of ladies who celebrated
“Al Touminah” are crossing back to
Shindagha on abra after touring the
neighbourhoods of Deira and Bur
Dubai. Al Touminah is a festive cele-
bration that takes place after a child
has memorized the Holy Qur’an,
touring with his peers the neigh-
bourhoods and receiving rewards.
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A coffee shop built from palm leaves
was opened in the 1950s at the
outskirts of Dubai. To reach it, people
used to cross from Shindagha which
appears in the background of the
picture.

The first photo taken by Ronald
Coderai in Dubai in 1948 featuring
abras anchored on the beach after
their usual travels between Deira
and Shindagha.
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Shindagha .. Our Vivid History

When the number of population in a certain place, increases due to frequent migra-
tions - similar to what happened in Dubai since 1833 leading to the establishment of
markets full of shops and street vendors to meet the needs of all segments of society - it
becomes normal to have a lower security rate and overcrowding in these areas. At that
time, it wasn’t a good idea to live away from the city centre due to the insecurity in the
desert unless you live among a powerful, impregnable and venerable tribe, yet you may
not be delivered from the attacks of other tribes as is known in the history of the ancient
Arabian Gulf.
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For these and other reasons, the sheikhs and dignitaries of Bani Yas tribe began, around

Jamal Bin Huwaireb 1860, to move to a peninsula close to the center of the city and at the same time surrounded

Chief Editor by seawater on three sides; a convenient and safe place to live. This area was called Shindagha
under the rule of Sheikh Hasher bin Maktoum, who ruled between 1859 and 1886.

The shape of Shindagha area began to appear gradually and the number of population increased but much lower than
the increase in Deira and Bur Dubai due to lack of water, which was only brought by “almazazir” (someone who carries water
to people). It was also not permitted to open commercial shops in Shindagha so as not to duplicate the problem existing
in the old areas.

Tracing the family names of the people who inhabited Shindagha, one can find that most of them are relatives related
by blood kinship either from the father or mother side whether close or distant. Thus, the ruler was able to surround his
house with a security wall that was not built of stones and mud but built on the kindred.

We do not have sufficient information on population numbers. But, if we go back 100 years in time and read the report
prepared by Lorimer for the British government, by order of Lord Curzon, we find this information:

“Dubai consists of three districts, the mostimportant of which is Deira, located on a 20-foot high ground on the eastern
edge of the Creek. In Deira there are 1600 houses inhabited by Arabs, Iranians and others, with some 350 shops. There are
Shindagha and the main Dubai districts which are located on the southwest side of the Creek. However, Shindagha is closer
to the sea and is home of the Sheikh of the Emirate of Dubai. With some 250 houses, all of which are Arab residents, and
Indians are not allowed to live there”. This policy, adopted by the first rulers of Dubai, was able to increase security level,
arrange the city and divide it into residential areas and business and commercial areas. It was not permitted to open shops
in this area, except for a few ones to sell essential items for the maintenance of ships and houses.

The Shindagha district has gained a great reputation in the region for being the ruler’s residence. It was visited by
people from far and wide to meet him, and only those who were permitted could settle in it. The house of Sheikh Saeed is
the largest one in the whole area. Most of the built houses were one floor and this is due to the financial condition of the
owner. Also, houses built from parts of palm trees, often called «Arish«, were spread and they were gathered on trellis in all
areas of Dubai.

Shindagah Community

The Shindagha community is woven of one fabric, it consists of relatives who have lived closely a simple and kind life,
visiting each other morning to evening and cooperated against worries of life. Differences that may arise in civilized socie-
ties were not seen, peopled lived in stone or arish houses or tents, yet they remain one family living in solidarity.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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