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The Roman Republic was one of the most remarkable
achievements in the history of civilization. Beginning as
a small city-state in central Italy, Rome gradually expand-
ed into a wider world filled with petty tyrants, barbarian
chieftains, and despotic kings. Through the centuries,
Rome’s model of cooperative and participatory govern-
ment remained remarkably durable and unmatched in
the history of the ancient world.

In 146 BC, Rome finally emerged as the strongest
power in the Mediterranean. But the very success of the
Republic proved to be its undoing. The republican sys-
tem was unable to cope with the vast empire Rome now
ruled: rising economic inequality disrupted traditional
ways of life, endemic social and ethnic prejudice led to
clashes over citizenship and voting rights, and rampant
corruption and ruthless ambition sparked violent politi-
cal clashes that cracked the once indestructible founda-
tions of the Republic.

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

ETHE STORM
BEOEFORE
EHE STOR'N

THE BEGINNING
OF THE END OF THE
ROMAN REPUBLIC

C -

EiAIKE DUNCAN

x

Chronicling the years 146-78 BC, The Storm Before
the Storm dives headlong into the first generation to face
this treacherous new political environment. Abandoning
the ancient principles of their forbearers, men like Mar-
ius, Sulla, and the Gracchi brothers set dangerous new
precedents that would start the Republic on the road to
destruction and provide a stark warning about what can
happen to a civilization that has lost its way.
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Revolutions.

About the Author

Mike Duncan is one of the foremost history podcasters in the world,
with over 100 million episode downloads. His award-winning series The
History of Rome remains one of the most popular history podcasts on
the internet. In 2013, Duncan kicked off his second hugely popular series,
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Qasr al-Hosn..

A Glorious Past and a Fascinating Present

Jamal Bin Huwaireb

Forts, squares and watchtowers had never protect-
ed aland, promoted identity or led a global civiliza-
tion. Dignity - of those with brave cooperative hearts,
wise discerning minds and tireless endeavors that main-
tain their acquisitions and protect their countries by
their lives - is the fortress, perfect shield and sharp in-
cisive sword.

Gratitude should be expressedto the great poet of
Oman, Nasser bin Salim bin Odayem al-Rawahi (1875-1920)
when he mentioned the Arab tribes in Oman and the neigh-
boring Arab Emirates praising them and dedicating won-
derful verses to the tribe of Bani Yas in which he asserts, elo-
quently, that the fortresses and walls are powerless and don't
defend against enemies.

The expectation of Bani Yas wasn't wrong

For they are brothers and supporters

Their children are horseback riders

Whose milk comes from the blood of heroes

When the drums of war beat harder

They are ready to fight on land

They are ready to fight on horses
After describing the courage and intrepidity of Bani Yas, he
said:

These are the strongholds of Bani Yas

Neither walls nor palaces shall fortify people

This is the truth that | have known, con-
firmed by the old poems and the wise men,
that the fortresses are worthless if the hearts

are broken and the souls are not united. There-
fore, this ancient tribe only built a few forts be-

Qasr Al Hosn in Abu Dhabi

cause of its unity, strength and cohesion over the centuries
and its history stands as a witness.

Qasr al-Hosn in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi is one of the
few forts built by the honorable rulers of Bani Yas in their ar-
eas of governance. It was only a small tower at the inception
of its construction, when the families of Bani Yas and others
began to move to Abu Dhabi Island.

When Sheikhs moved to live in Abu Dhabi it became
the Seat of Governance after Sheikh Shakhbout, ruler
of Abu Dhabi, ordered to convert this tower to his resi-
dence and he lived in it about the year 1793. Then the fort
was further developed; other towers, buildings and an inner
courtyard were added. To protect the fort from any potential
aggression, no one was allowed to build near it.

If you see the fort today, you will observe how humon-
gous and sublime it is, and if you turn around its four sides,
you will witness the great achievements that charm the
eyes and dazzle the minds. It's certainly a global achieve-
ment of our magnificent and splendid capital under the
wise leadership of the Al Nahyan Sheikhs, whose
history bears witness to their wisdom, gener-
osity, courage and insight over the centuries.

God bless the soul of the late
Sheikh Zayed, the founder of the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, his brother Sheikh
Rashid and all the founding rulers. They
built for us an invulnerable fort that can-
not be destroyed, God willing; they built
a great union for our beloved country. God
bless and save the UAE, our president and the
vice president.
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Al Halusa
Arab Chess

Jamal Bin Huwaireb

Day after day, | grow more certain that our local di-
alectis an undepletable source of the Arabic language.
Our dialect even explains a significant number of Ara-
bic vocabulary, regardless of who agrees or disagrees.
Without it, we could hardly speak standard Arabic, and
we would have mixed between masculine and femi-
nine, as is the case with non-Arabs. Moreover, without
it, we could not understand Arabic vocabulary and we
might grasp the meaning or miss it. An Indian who
learns standard Arabic would still think in the Indian
language and translate his thoughts into Arabic, pro-
ducing poor, useless Arabic expressions.

In a rare incident, | met with a Pakistani poet who enjoyed
significant respect and prestige among his people. He published
verse anthologies in Urdu, Persian, Lahorean, which was his lan-
guage, as well as in Arabic. | asked him, “How could you write in
all these languages?”“By the help of God. I'd like to inform you
that | emulated all pre-Islamic Great Poems (Mu'allagat) with
beautiful eloquent poems,” he answered. | said, “Read some to
me!” When he recited them, | was shocked at the poor style of
what | had heard. | said in myself, “Thank God for the blessing
of the Arabic tongue, even though it is popular dialect. Then
he took out paan, green reddish leaves chewed by Indians. |
was surprised and exclaimed, “You chew this though you are a
great poet!”He nodded and recited the opening lines of Ahmed
Shawgi's poem ‘Nahj Al Burda’ (The Way of the Mantle):

On the plain, between the ban-tree and the mountain,
A white gazelle-fawn has found it licit in the holy months to
shed my blood.

He pronounced the (b) in (ban) like the Persian ‘p; thinking
that‘ban’in Shawqi’s line of poetry is the same ‘p’in the ‘paan’he
was chewing. Then | left in wonder.

History and Lexicon
Al Halusa is an old Bedouin game which is as old as the
history of Arabic games played by boys, but may be played by
adults. It is a game that depends on intelligence, acumen and
patience. In other words, it can be called the Arab Chess, but
it does not require any blocks or a fancy table on which the

Al Halusa, a part of UAE’s local dialect and popular games

It is a Bedouin game which is as old as
the history of Arabic games played by
boys, yet it may be played by adults,
as well. It is a game that depends on
intelligence, acumen and patience.

wooden blocks are arrayed. Thus Al Halusa is played only by two

players. Its requirements include flat sandy ground, 5 droppings
and 5 holes. Their number may be increased, and thus the drop-

de

pings are placed in a hole and then the two players alternately
take the droppings and put them in the holes. If two droppings
remain, they are taken by the player and put in front of him; but
if only one dropping remains, the player leaves it. At the end of
the game, the player who collects the biggest number of drop-
pings is the winner. As mentioned above, it is an intelligence
(smart) game which is still being played by Bedouins. One stu-
dent of our dialect has volunteered to speak about the halusa,
but did not find a meaning for it. Then he cited the word ‘Al Hils",
which means the fourth of the gambling arrows in the Arabic
lexicon, as if indicating that Al Halusa is derived from the name
of this arrow. This is strange! What has the fourth arrow of gam-
bling got to do with this game? It is a blunder committed by
many of those who broke into the study of our dialect without
knowledge or awareness.

In Poetry

As mentioned at the beginning of my article, the dialect
helps to explain standard Arabic and vice versa. It is mentioned
in Al Obab Al Zakher (Great Sea) Dictionary: “Al-Hawalis is a
game of Arab boys. It is played by digging five holes or pits in
a flat ground. In each hole, five droppings are collected. In be-
tween them there are five other holes that contain nothing, and
droppings are dragged to them.

Abdullah bin al-Zubair al-Asadi said:
My clemency betrayed me
As if | were a flexible guy busy playing Al Halusas.

| said: ‘Al Hawalis' is a plural noun. Arab lexicographers did
not know its singular form, and how it was played. However, our
dialect has given its singular form as ‘Halusa;, and also showed
how to play the game.
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Zayed: the Trailblazer of UAE’s Journey into Space

=

Ali Obaid Al Hamli*
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Between the launch of the first 100% UAE-made satellite this year,
the announcement of the first Emirati astronaut who will go on a mission
to the International Space Station on the Russian «Soyuz MS-12» in April
2019, and planning to reach Mars in 2021, the leaders of the UAE and its
people strive to achieve Zayed's dream, RIP, to go to space. Did the found-
ing leader dream one day to explore this domain, and when?

The answer is yes. Zayed, RIP, dreamed of this more than four dec-
ades ago, when the UAE itself was a dream coming true; establishing a
country that is now a monument embracing the sky, where many coun-
tries are trying to replicate its experience and achieve what it has accom-
plished in a few years.

The witness to Zayed's dream of Emiratis’ going to space is still be-
tween us. He is one of the most prominent scientists who have left foot-
prints in this sector registering their name in the history of space travel;
the Egyptian scientist, Dr. Farouk El-Baz, Director of Applications of Re-
mote Sensing Centre at the University of Boston, USA, with his record of
positions and achievements in space science.

In late September 2014, Dr. Farouk El-Baz visited the UAE at the invi-
tation of The Cultural & Scientific Association to deliver a lecture. He was
hosted at the News Center, in Dubai Media Incorporated, to record an
episode of «Debatable» program.

Once the recording of the episode began, producer and presenter,
Tunisian Naufar Rammol, surprised him with an old photo of him and the
late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, RIP, with a group of astronauts
around a structure of a spacecraft.

The Arab astronaut had a big smile on his face and said that he re-
called the date and occasion of the photo dating back to four decades.
He had a meeting with the founder of the UAE in 1974, in which he no-
ticed the great interest of Sheikh Zayed in space travel, which made him
nominate the UAE to be one of the stations of a tour made by a group of
American astronauts in 1976

The photo was taken on March 12 of that year, when Sheikh Zayed
received Dr. El-Baz and the astronauts who landed on the moon. Sheikh
Zayed gave generous support to NASA programs and activities that serve
humanity, saying that he and the people of the UAE are seeking to get
everything that helps them to promote their state and other sister and
friend countries of the world, including the benefit from space science.

Was Sheikh Zayed thinking of preparing the Emiratis to go to space

and reach beyond the moon at that time?
Was the occasion that gathered him with
astronauts more than a picture? How many
Arab rulers did Dr. Al-Baz meet in that tour
and others, in which he took similar pho-

tos with them without turning into pro- Sheikh Zayed listening to an explanation from the «Apollo» team, including Farouk

jects, even on paper? Did the sons of Zayed

El-Baz, regarding space exploration.

achieve the dream of their father and found-
er of their state after more than 40 years of
that picture?

We ask these questions while contemplating the image of
Zayed, RIP, with Dr. El-Baz and the American astronauts who
have landed on the moon and following up on what the sons
and grandchildren of Zayed are doing
today, and what they are planning
to regarding travel to space, starting

It was entirely designed, developed, manufactured and
managed in the facilities of the Mohammed bin Rashid Space
Center (MBRSC) by a team of UAE engineers and talents work-
ing in MBRSC. Moreover, it is the first satellite to be in the clean
rooms at MBRSC space technology labs in Dubai. In addition

to the first Emirati astronaut who will
go on a spaceflight to the Internation-
al Space Station on the Russian «Soyuz

with the “Hope Probe” which the UAE
has set a date for its reaching Mars in
2021.

This was necessary, according to
Dr. El-Baz, who says that when the
United States planned to reach the
moon in the 1960s, former US presi-
dent John Kennedy set a time limit for

“If Zayed could see you, his eyes
would overflow with tears... you
are the plant he grew, the fruit of
his labor and the crowning of his
achievement.” With this phrase
Mohammed bin Rashid addressed
“Hope Probe” team to explore
Mars

MS-12» in April 2019.

“If Zayed could see you, his eyes
would overflow with tears... you are
the plant he grew, the fruit of his labor
and the crowning of his achievement.”
With this phrase, Mohammed bin
Rashid addressed the “Hope Probe”

achieving this goal.

That had been a good decision; if this had not happened,
Americans could not have achieved the first human landing on
the moon on June 20, 1969.

This is what the UAE did when it set a time limit for the
project of sending a probe to the Red Planet. UAE immediately
began the practical steps to implement it through the estab-
lishment of UAE Space Agency and the launch of «KhalifaSat»;
the first satellite developed 100% by Emirati engineers, which
is a highly developed engineering icon. The stages of its com-
pletion began following the announcement by His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and
Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, about the launch
of Khalifa Sat project in December 2013.

team upon the 2015 announcement
of the UAE project of exploring Mars. His Highness said, 43
years ago from a small tent, Zayed and Rashid worked tirelessly
to build the people of the UAE. Today, under the leadership of
His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of
the UAE, we have a team that competes with the great nations
to reach Mars!

Only great leaders have big dreams. Zayed, may his soul
rest in peace, was a great leader indeed. Thus, his dreams ex-
ceeded the limits of the reality that the UAE was living after five
years of its establishment, and was therefore the trailblazer of
UAE’s journey into space.

*An Author from the UAE

Orbits & Inscriptions 7



Photo Archive

Rare Old Photos

#¢ An aerial photo-
graph of Qasr Al Hosn
in Abu Dhabi in the
1960s, at a time when
Abu Dhabi was taking
the first steps to mod-
ernization.

** A convoy passes through the shallow wa- ** A photograph of unknown date of Qasr Al
ters during low tide in front of Al Magta Tower, Hosn in Abu Dhabi, where palm trees are sur-
which is one of the ancient historical towers rounding its walls.

that were constructed for observation at the

entrance to Abu Dhabi.

** A photograph of Al Magta Tow-
er which was built in 1793; its lo-
cation between Abu Dhabi Island
and the desert areas served as a
suitable point for guarding and
reconnaissance to avoid sudden
raids.

»+ A photograph of Qasr dates back to the 1960s, the flagpole of Abu Dhabi flag stands at
the front of its main gate.
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Pioneering Women

Perhaps the children of some families, that enjoy today abundant funds, various proper-
ties and large businesses and companies whose names shine as lightning in the dark night,
do not know the rugged and difficult life their grandparents lived.
At that time, work was not limited to men only; women participated in all matters of life
excluding, of course, things that women cannot afford, such as diving, wars and others.
Women took part in many jobs next to men, besides taking care of their homes and chil-
dren: bringing water, cutting wood, and providing food.

_:_ | remember an old, noble woman from a deep-rooted family; she used to sell fish in the
L o market, in fact she was dominating it, where fishermen used to bring her fish first and then
offered the fish to the rest of the traders.
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~ ATale of wisdom

Jamal Bin Huwaireb
Chief Editor Leading Figures and Information

The ancient and modern history of the Arab countries tells us countless stories about lead-

ing men, but unfortunately ignored talking about the leading women who had a prominent and leading role in the society.

Women were involved in science, shura (consultancy), trade and even politics. For instance, the mother of the believers

Umm Salama Hind bint Suhayl, was consulted by Prophet Mohammed at the time of Treaty of Hudaybiyyah. Another exam-
ple is the mother of the believers Aisha, who was asked by the senior companions regarding the provisions of the Sharia.
She used to ask, give a religious verdict, consult and advise.

In modern history, there are women who weren't ignored as they proved themselves with their insight determination
and wisdom that far outweigh the wisdom of men. A good example is Mrs. Moza bint Imam Ahmed, daughter of the
founder of Al Busaidiyah state in Oman. Mrs. Moza played a role in establishing the pillars of governance, defending Oman
and helping people. She had many virtues; it was said that the name Moza was spread as many girls were named after her.

Another example from the UAE, is a well-known woman who is still very frequently remembered by people recalling
her generosity, rational mind and firmness; Sheikha Hessa bint al-Murr ibn Huraiz. In 1906, at the end of the reign of Sheikh
Maktoum bin Hasher bin Al Maktoum, ruler of Dubai, or at the beginning of the reign of Sheikh Butti bin Suhayl, Sheikh
Saeed bin Maktoum married Sheikha Hessa bint al-Murr. His wife Shaikha Hessa stood by him and helped the needy, stu-
dents of science, widows and wayfarers.

Of course we also remember the mother of Dubai, the kind Sheikha Latifa bint Hamdan Al Nahyan, may her soul rest in
peace, a leading woman in the modern era of an ancient ancestry; her father and grandfathers were great leaders. She was
very generous and didn’t keep money, spending it on the aspects of right and goodness.

She was a wife who performed her duties towards her late husband, Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed, the ambitious and
exceptional ruler, builder and founder of a world-class civilization very advanced to its counterparts. She did her best to

perform her duties towards him and in hard times she was a supporter, assistant and compared a loyal counsellor. She used
to respect scholars, feel for the vulnerable and empathize with the children, and she remained so until she passed away.

She was truly supporter and a good wife who helped her husband, Sheikh Rashid, to carry out his ambitious works, by
which he transformed Dubai from a small emirate to an emirate that people compete to imitate. A good supportive woman
is very important in the life of an ordinary man, and even more important in the case of a ruler, who bore the responsibility
in his youth and the burden of governance in difficult circumstances.

To Sheikh Rashid, Sheikha Latifa was more than this. She had given birth to the most respected Sheikhs: Sheikh Mak-
toum, may his soul rest in peace, Sheikh Hamdan, Sheikh Mohammed, Sheikh Ahmed and the honorable sheikhas may
God save them.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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