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Abu Dhabi, may God rest his soul in peace (1833-1845),
and his son, Sheikh Sultan, Ruler of Abu Dhabi, may God
rest his soul in peace (1922-1926). Poetry had been inher-
ent in Al Nahyan since their old generations. Therefore,
it is no wonder if Sheikh Zayed wrote poetry, though we
could find only this manuscript, in which he said:

Greetings to the letter which | have received and to its sender.

As much as the raining clouds and the northern wind.

I opened its seal and grasped its content,

In the beautiful horse | found all nice traits.

As soon as Shweiman arrived, | looked at it,

It is thankfully accepted from the Sheikh who presented it to me.
These are noble habits of Hamad, who is known for his generosity;
May God keep him safe from all evils.

Your status is fine and your generosity is plenteous.

It is well-known that Bani Yas and their sheikhs were
keepers of horses from ancient times. They were often ap-
plauded for purebred horses. The late Sheikh Zayed, may
God rest his soul in peace, used to acquire a lot of hors-
es. The German Traveler Hermann Burchardt, who visited
Abu Dhabi in 1904, described the horses of Sheikh Zayed
and took photos of them. He mentioned in his notes
that the Shareef of Makkah, Aun, presented to Sheikh
Zayed the First a mare which was mentioned by the
poet, Mubarak Al Okaili, in a poem which praised Sheikh
Zayed the First when he visited him together with his son,
Sheikh Hamdan bin Zayed.

Presents came to Sheikh Zayed from everywhere be-
cause he won the respect of all neighboring countries
at that time. This horse was not the only gift from the
Sheikhs of Bahrain. The British documents mentioned
that Sheikh Issa bin Khalifa, father of Sheikh Hamad, pre-
sented to Sheikh Zayed two horses which were received
by his son Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed the Firstin 1880-1881,
for Sheikh Zayed was then in Hijaz performing the rites
of Hajj.

Sheikh Hamad bin Issa Al Khalifa

Salem Al Seyabi, in his book “Relief of the Elite”, said
about the tribe of Bani Yas: They are surrounded by many
tribes, and Bani Yas constitutes their heart. They are
horsemen and people of honor.

*A UAE Historian
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Sheikh Hamad bin Issa Presented it to Sheikh Zayed the First

“Shweiman”: A Horse That Strengthens
the Ties of Love between Hearts

Jamal Bin Huwaireb*

Poetry is the journal of Arabs, which contained
a lot of their news and stories that were not record-
ed in the books of historians. Researchers benefited
from poetry in recording events which they missed in
historical volumes, especially the history of Arabia,
which has not been recorded or documented for cen-
turies.

Had it not been for the memorized poetry that was
passed by narrators from one generation to another or
preserved in manuscripts of verse anthologies or col-
lections, our history would have been episodes lost in a
barren desert. If poetry had only the advantage of record-
ing these events, we should take care of it, revise it and
bring it out from the sheets of manuscripts to the world
of modern printing for scholars and researchers to bene-
fit from it. Today we have before us a wonderful literary
text that has been found in an old manuscript from the
sisterly Kingdom of Bahrain. It dates back to 1911 AD. It
was presented to us by Mubarak Al Ammari Al Dosari. The
manuscript comprises a collection of poems that were
written as suggested by the late Abdullah bin Jabr Al Do-
sari, who was working with Sheikh Hamad bin Issa bin Ali
Al Khalifa, Ruler of Bahrain, may God rest his soul in peace,
when he was a crown prince.

Al Ammari has asserted to us that these poems, con-
tained in a volume titled “The Diwan of the Nobility in
Praise of People of Virtues and Noble Traits”, was collect-
ed by the Poet Mubarak bin Mas'oud, who was working
for Sheikh Hamad bin Issa. It is mentioned in the manu-
script that Sheikh Hamad bin Issa bin Ali Al Khalifa, who
was then the Crown Prince, presented a horse named
‘Shweiman’ to Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa Al Nahyan, Ruler
of Abu Dhabi (1855-1909) and sent with it lines of poetry
that indicated the depth of brotherly relations between
the two countries. The lines refer to the presented horse
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Sheikh Zayed the First

and praise Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa Al Nahyan:

The dancing horse is presented to the man it loves,
O Sheikh, protector of the land.

We have no one to present this valuable horse
Except to you, the man of sublime traits and deeds.

Sheikh Zayed, may God rest his soul in peace, replied
with lines of poetry that were as eloquent as those he
received. Before this manuscript, we had not seen any
poem that was attributed to Sheikh Zayed, though there
were notable poets in the tribe of Al Nahyan, like his fa-
ther Sheikh Khalifa bin Shakhbout Al Nahyan, Ruler of
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Book Title: The Mongols and the Islamic World:
From Conquest to Conversion

Author:  Peter Jackson

Published: May 23, 2017

Publisher: Yale University Press

An epic historical consideration of the Mongol con-
quest of Western Asia and the spread of Islam during the
years of non-Muslim rule.

The Mongol conquest of the Islamic world began in
the early thirteenth century when Genghis Khan and his
warriors overran Central Asia and devastated much of
Iran. Distinguished historian Peter Jackson offers a fresh
and fascinating consideration of the years of infidel Mon-
gol rule in Western Asia, drawing from an impressive array
of primary sources as well as modern studies to demon-
strate how Islam not only survived the savagery of the
conquest, but spread throughout the empire.

This unmatched study goes beyond the well-docu-
mented Mongol campaigns of massacre and devastation
to explore different aspects of an immense imperial event
that encompassed what is now Iran, Iraqg, Turkey, and Af-
ghanistan, as well as Central Asia and parts of Eastern Eu-
rope. It examines in depth the cultural consequences for
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FROM CONQUEST TO CONVERSION

PETER JACKSON

the incorporated Islamic lands, the Muslim experience of
Mongol sovereignty, and the conquerors’ eventual con-
version to Islam.

Peter Jackson

About the Author

is emeritus professor of medieval history at Keele University and has written on the
Crusades, the eastern Islamic world, and the Mongols. His previous books include
The Mongols and the West, 1221-1410.
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aspect of this class that | call “third” in chronological order. Arif Al
Khaja, Mana Al Otaiba, and Sultan Al Habtoor, are considered the
second class to which Sultan al Owais, Ahmad Amin and Hamad
Bu Shehab belong.

As regards Arif Al Khajah, who is a multi-talented person and
enjoys a special status in lyrical poetry, he is distinguished in this
art. | do not think that anyone in his class or anyone else in the
UAE can match Arif in this poetic style. | also think that he stands
in the forefront among the Gulf poets in general. In addition, Arif is
a good writer who is characterized by an extraordinary style, with
distinguished newspaper columns, and a beautiful artistic prose
style inspired by an extensive culture in the art of essay writing.

When one of us refers to lyrical poetry, he may be confront-
ed with a question: Isn't the classical “Arabic” poetry, as a whole,
with its composition, rhyme scheme and music, lyrical poetry?
Even the poet himself who composes poetry may intone and vo-
calize it, and may sing it at times if he felt that people approve of
his voice. The answer to this question is: Yes, but not every poetry
is fit to be sung, for the poem to be sung must be of selected
words, of the kind that is easily pronounced by people. It should
contain some of their language and ordinary terminology, away
from difficult or unfamiliar words. It would be good for the poet
to chant his own words and hum them to himself or to his own
people, in order to know about the opinion of others. Some peo-
ple consider a poet’s chanting of his poetry a way of testing po-
etry, as Hassan bin Thabit said:

Sing in every poem you compose,
That song is poetry’s domain.

Arif Al Khaja, in my opinion, was able to go deeper in his un-
derstanding of songs and their impact on hearing. He succeed-
ed, therefore, to be the lead singer and songwriter, not only in
the UAE but also in the entire Gulf region, as we have already
said.

Many UAE and Gulf singers sang Arif's poems. We rarely find
an Emirati singer who did not sing one of Arif’s poems. His na-
tional works, such as his operettes and many songs, were set to
music by famous Arab singers, such as Mohammed Abdo, Asala,
Raja Balmaleeh, and Rashid Al Majid. Arif himself had a sweet lyr-
ical voice, and is a good speaker whose voice delights the listen-
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Arif Al Khaja

Oum Kalthoum

er, which adds to his poetry elegance, beauty and adornment.
Having once heard a poet while singing, Al Farazdak said to him,
“Your singing decorates poetry in my understanding.”

Al-Khajah has tender love poetry in his published collections
of poems. He has firm experience in composing all types of clas-
sical and modern poetry, in both metrical and free forms. | have
not read a poet in the UAE who can match Arif Al Khaja in mas-
tering the various genres of poetry with high quality.

The reader may note that in his Nabati poetry, Al Aqili used
standard Arabic or in a very close style to classical Arabic. One
who reads Al Aqili's Nabati poetry finds that his poetry is almost
similar to his classical poetry, and can be read or understood by
any Arab or Arabist who reads classical Arabic poetry. Nothing
is more indicative of the authenticity of this statement than the
beautiful lyrical poem that we have just mentioned. Dr. Ahmed
Amin Al-Madani said about Al Aqili's Nabati poetry: “Apart from
others, Al Aqgili has the advantage that most of the vocabulary
he uses is standard, fine and well-chosen. He can be rightfully
described as the first innovator of Nabati poetry in the UAE”

The late Dr. Ahmed Amin, may God have mercy on him, used
to compose and chant poetry in a good way. He had a melodious
voice. His recitation of his poems was beautiful, melodious and
attractive to the human ear. | remember that he delivered - at
one of the celebrations of the Symposium of Culture and Science
- a poem in praise of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of
Dubai, starting with the following lines:

Glory looked around, driven by hope,

Our ways were lit by its rays;

Intoxicated by the wine of the glories,
Embraced with the most prestigious of honors.

He pleased the ears of the audience with both his poetry
and chanting. | do not know if one of the singers sang any of
Ahmed Amin’s poems.
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If we refer to the roots of the term suii (song) in the Arabic language, it
means (voice), (raising the voice) and (the poetry that is sung by people)

intervals”. (Introduction, p. 488).

The actual performance of poetry had its own rules in the
pre-Islamic period which survived into later ages. Some poets,
for example, recited standing up, while others proudly refused to
recite unless they were seated. Some would gesture using their
hands or their whole bodies, like the poetess al-Khansa, who, it is
said, rocked and swayed, and looked down at herself in a trance.
Thus in orality there is a ‘meeting in action’ of voice, body, word
and gesture.

* ¥ ¥

We have seen what the great thinker Adonis thinks about
lyrical poetry and the singing of poetry. The fact, as Adonis sees
it, is that Arabic poetry delights us and appeals to our ears, espe-
cially when it is sung by a vocalist of melodious voice. If the voice
of the vocalist is not delightful, we may not feel its sweetness.

In the past, there were eloquent poets who did not have
good singing voice. On delivering their poems before those
whom they praised, for example, they felt that their voices were
not palatable and had no impact on the listeners. Of those mas-
ter poets was the well-known poet Jarir, who hired someone
to read his poems on his behalf. The same can be said about
Ahmed Shawgqi, who did not like his voice, and sometimes asked
his friend poet Hafez lbrahim to deliver the poems written by
him. Hafez had a beautiful voice, and a high sounding rhetorical
throat.

A female singer may cause a poet to be more famous than
the poetry of the poet himself. Oum Kalthoum, the great voice of
Arabic songs, was one of those singers. She used to bring fame
to those for whom she sang songs and motivated people to
search for the poet who wrote the words of her songs. When she
sang Omar Khayyam's quartets (Rubaiyat al Khayyam), which had
been translated by Ahmed Rami, both the poet and the transla-
tor became famous, and attracted the ears and eyes of people. It
was also reported that the famous poet, Nizar Qabbani, said that
his poem which was sung by Najat Al Saghira:

“Does he think that | am a doll in his hands?
I do not think of going back to him.”

was the song that publicized his name more than his writ-

Adonis

Nizar Qabbani

ings did, and made people accept him as a poet.

In the United Arab Emirates, we still have singing poets, who
delight listeners, as they recite their poems in a lyrical way. The
greatest lyricist known in the UAE was the poet Mubarak al Oqai-
li, who is said to have often sung his poetry and played the tabor
along with it. His house in Souq Al Deera in Dubai was a forum
for men of letters and intellectuals. Due to its music and sweet
tunes, the poetry of Al Oqaili was sung by vocalists and people
at large. The first to sing Al Okaili’s poems in the UAE and record
them on “CDs" was the singer Mohammed Abdul Salam, in India.
He was supported and financed by the well-known businessman
and social personality, Yusuf Al Khaja, who was trading in instru-
ments and music, and has had a shop in Deira since the forties
and fifties of the last century.

In 1951, people listened delightfully to Mohammed Abdul
Salam’s song written by Al Okaili. People used to gather in the
cafes of Dubai, Sharjah, Abu Dhabi and Batna in Oman to listen
to the songs of Mohammed Abdul Salam and other Gulf singers,
such as Mohammed Fares, Dahi bin Walid, Al-Fadala, Moham-
med Al-Mass and Mohammed Khan from Yemen.

If one of us wrote the history of the UAE poets, men of let-
ters and writers of the third class (This categorization is mine),
and chronological order, Arif Al Khaja would undisputedly be in
the forefront of this class. However, this discussion is about the
lyrical poetry and poets in the UAE. If | still have further years to
live, | hope that | will one day write about the literary and poetic
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By: Abdul Ghaffar Hussain

Arabic Lyrical Poetry
and its Impact in the UAE

I came upon a booklet by Adonis titled “Arabic
Poetics”. | read it on board the plane during one of
my travels, though it had been published years be-
fore. Reading it was one of the most enjoyable ex-
periences in my life.

As | have just said, the book is small and comprises a little
more than a hundred pages. However, as soon as you finish
reading it, you feel as if you have read a sizable book - sizable
with the knowledge value it contains about Arabic poetry, a val-
ue that you do not find in volumes on the same subject. Having
read it, you feel that Adonis’s pen is not an ordinary one and that
this pen has an exalted cognitive stature.

First, Adonis speaks about poetics and poetical orality; that
is, the Arabic poetry has oral origins, like words spoken by man.
Then he speaks about the emergence of this poetry as song that
reached ears through hearing. Adonis defines the relationship
between Arabic poetry and lyrical poetry and says, “Singing and
memory were like a book that publishes the poetry of the pre-Is-
lamic era, on the one hand, and memorizes it, on the other.

Turning back to root of the term suiii (nasheed or song) in
the Arabic language, it means (voice), (raising the voice) and (the
poetry that is sung by people). Since the pre-Islamic poetry was
sung in general, poets used to personally deliver their own po-
ems orally, for poetry would be better heard from the mouth of
its composer, as stated by Al Jahiz. This suggests that the Arabs
in Pre-Islamic times considered chanting poetry another talent
added to a poet’s gift of composing it. In fact, the talent of chant-
ing poems used to attract ears and impact people, since hearing
was the basis of understanding and enjoying words. As put by
Ibn Khaldoun, "hearing is the ‘parent of oral words."

Mr. Adonis goes on to say about chanting and singing po-
etry:

“Chanting is just a form of singing. The Arabic literary her-
itage abounds with indications highlighting this fact. Chanting
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Ahmed Amin Al-Madani

Mubarak al Ogaili

poets were often likened to singing birds, and their sung poetry
to their songs. There is a well-known word summing up our point
of view, saying that “Singing is the steering wheel of poetry”. The
organic connection between verse and singing in Pre-Islamic
times manifests itself. Hence we understand the significance of
the argument that the Arabs used to “measure poetry through
singing” or that ‘singing is the measure of poetry’ (Al Marzabani:
AL Muwashah, p.39)

In this context, Ibn Rasheeq said, “Singing is the origin of the
rhyme and meter (Al Omdah: 1/15). He asserted that “meters are
the rules of melodies, and poems are standards for the strings”
(ibid. 1/9). The most striking proof that poetry, for the pre-Islamic
Arab, was chanting and singing, is the book “Al Aghani” (Songs)
of Abu Al Faraj Al Asfahani, which comprised twenty-one vol-
umes, and took fifty years to compile.

Ibn Khaldun analyzed this phenomenon, saying:“In the ear-
ly period, singing was a part of the art of literature, because it
depended on poetry, being the setting of poetry to music. Priv-
ileged writers and personalities of the Abbasid state occupied
themselves with it, intent on acquiring a knowledge of the styles
and genres of poetry”” He adds defining the craft of song as “the
setting of poems to music by dividing the sounds into regular
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Although our region has witnessed the sale of
the best Arabian horses, they are without sup-

porting documents or documentation

of his stable Mustafa Mustafa Bey, Prince
Mohammed Ali, Rustum Bey and others.
The mission of this team was facilitated
by Prince Faisal bin Turki, may Allah have
mercy on him. They roamed among the
tribes and met their sheikhs and experts
in the history and genealogy of Arabian
horses.

* From this manuscript, Dr. Al-
Ghunaim selected the information
about the horses that arrived in Kuwait
because it was the subject of his study.
It was about the Kuwaiti dignitary, Yusuf
Al-Bader, who was called in the manu-
script “the Sponsor of Kuwait” because
he was known for acquiring the most
important Arabian breeds. The following
is an excerpt from this manuscript:

The fourth chapter deals with horse

breeds called “Al Hudb’, which were giv-
en this name in view of the length of
forelocks. Sultan bin Rubaian, the Sheikh
of Otaiba, was asked - in the presence
of a number of elders from the tribe of
Otaiba - about the forelocked mare of
al-Dhahiri. He replied that in the reign
of Abdul Aziz bin Saud, the latter asked
Mana’bin Suwayt of Al-Hujailan tribe for
a forelocked mare from among his hors-
es. Mana’ gave him a yellow forelocked
mare, which - along with its offspring -
moved into several stalls. One of its off-
spring was a red horse which was sold in

Kuwait to horse traders from India.

Dr. Al-Ghunaim obtained from the
British archives important documents
on the Arabian horse trade in Kuwait.
The oldest of these documents was the
one in which the traveler James Buck-
ingham (1786-1855) stated that the to-

tal number of Arabian horses exported
from Kuwait and Basra to the ports of
Pompeii, Madras and Calcutta in 1816
was 1500 horses. The price of each horse
was 300 rupees, and transport cost was
100 rupees, while the expenses of its
feed and care to the end of the trip were
100 rupees.

Buckingham said that the Ottoman
authorities banned the sale of Arabian
horses. Therefore, bribes were paid to
the governors of Basra to turn a blind
eye to the shipment of horses in British
ships.

* Among the most important doc-
uments relied upon by the researcher is
a collection of documents of Al-Khalid
family located in the Center for Research
and Studies on Kuwait, including this
document, which dates back to the be-
ginning of the last century. It states that:

“The mare was originally belongs to
Igal Al Khalidi, it was taken by Mahmoud
SamiTabor Aghassi, who lived in Al Ahsa.
It had a paper certificate testifying that
it was from Obayat Algasar, which ap-
pears to be a stall owned by Hubaish
son of Mikrad, friend of Tabor Aghassi.
Mohammed Sami delivered the mare to
Basra and sold it to the aghas of the Holy
Mosque of Makkah."Then the document
goes on to say, “And the mare was taken
by Hamad Al Khalid, one of the notable
aghas, who brought it to Kuwait” This
document shows the great interest in
horse genealogies since ancient times
and the significant intertwinement of
their authentic genealogies in Al Ahsa,
Makkah, Basra and Kuwait.
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Documents from the History of

Pure-Bred Arabian Horses

Orbits and Inscriptions — Dubai

Arab archives are mostly lacking in valid documentation. Both Arab gov-
ernments and peoples did not keep their documents, especially if the docu-
ments were decades or centuries old, only very few documents would survive.
This is unlike the case of Turkish Ottomans, the European countries and the na-
tions that have preserved their civilizations for thousands of years, such as the
Chinese and the Japanese. Much of their history is preserved. They also give
researchers access to their documents and exert great effort to research, and
write and enrich the national and private historical centers in those countries.

If we find some political documents
and Arabic correspondence, there are
very few of them in our historical centers
about the old export - import trade
through the ports of the vast Arab world.
While we can also get some of them in
Egypt and Morocco, we find nothing in
our Arabian Gulf except what the Turkish
and British archives kept for us and what
our Gulf countries were able to keep and
save from damage.

Having mentioned the scarcity in
these Gulf commercial documents, we
would stress the fact that the docu-
ments of the history of Arabian horses
are the scarcest and rarest. Our region
witnessed the sale of the best Arabi-
an horses by the Arab horse owners to
world merchants. However, due to the
lack of document archiving culture,
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most of these documents were lost and
unfortunately only few of them could be
found.

One of the few books that contained
a few documents of Arabian horses in
Kuwait is the book of Dr. Abdullah Al-
Yousef Al-Ghunaim, “Documents from
the History of Purebred Arabian Horses
in Kuwait”, published by the Center for
Research and Studies on Kuwait in 2016.
It is an important and unique book in
its subject. The author collected in his
book everything he had found about
the documents on Arabian horses in
Kuwait. He benefited from 12 Arabic

references and 6 foreign references, the
most important of which was the man-
uscript “The Origins of Arabian Horses” of
the ruler of Egypt between (1854-1848),
Abbas Helmi the First. The book was au-
thored by a team of horse experts who
were selected by Abbas Helmi from his
own entourage, including the manager
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** Bait Al-Baghdadi, one of Jeddah’s finest buildings. It has ~ ** Part of the Median wall that was surrounding it
become an office of the American oil concessionaire since  until recently. 1325 AH/1907 AD
1352 AH/1933 AD.

*x The main square at the center of Ha'il, 1333 AH/1914 AD.
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Rare Old Photos from
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Photo Archive

*x Prayers around Kaaba, 1307 AH/1889 AD. *% Bab al-Salam at the western side of
the Prophet’s Mosque in Medina, 1321
AH/1903 AD.

#x Al Safat Square in Riyadh crowded with people after Friday *x The opening of Tabuk station, one of
prayers. 1355 AH/1936 AD. the main stations of the Hijaz Railway.
1322 AH/1908 AD.
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Goodness is Ingrained
in the Forelocks of Horses!

To Arabs, horsemanship is an immortal legacy which they inherited from their forefa-
thers long ago. Historians could not trace back the date of its beginnings. Some his-
torical sources narrate that the Prophet Ishmael was the first to ride and tame Arabian
horses after they had been wild; hence they are called “Arabian horses” in all world
languages. Their characteristics never change, because they have taken from Arabia
its power and endurance and from the Arabs their noble descent and honor. Accord-
i ing to the well-known historian, Hisham Al Kalbi, horses had been originally in Yemen,
& i ";: then some of them came to Arabia after the ruin of the Kingdom of Saba’

. ] Pre-Islamic Arabs used to take excessive care of horses; they organized horse races and gave
Jamal Bin Huwaireb

fren. awards to winners. Islam approved of, and encouraged, horse races. Arabs inherited from their
e Itor

predecessors the skill of choice of horses.

Once | asked HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, may God protect him, how he
chooses his horses, for he chooses only the best horses that always win international races. His Highness replied, “This is a knowledge
that | inherited from my father, Sheikh Rashid, may God rest his soul in peace. | have gained more knowledge and experience with
time” | said, “The experiences and knowledge of horses that Arabs inherited from ancient times are the same as those acquired by
the late Sheikh Rashid, who taught it to his son Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.”

All pure-blooded Arabs love horses, though this love takes different forms. Some of them love to ride them and feel comfortable
on their backs. Some acquire them for their beauty and blessing and boasts about owning them. Some are fond of using them in
local and regional races and consider them a source of goodness and a good omen to them. Others like to watch them and enjoy
a feeling of peace of mind, honor and mercy at once. Whoever stands before them would naturally feel attracted to them; let alone
if such a person was an Arab who feels that there are similarities between him and purebred Arabian horses in terms of character
and attributes - the thousands-of-years-old genes will move at that moment. This is the very feeling | have when | see horses even
though I am not a horseman or own horses.

His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid, has inherited the love of horses from his parental forefathers of Al Maktoum, and
from his maternal forefathers of Al Nahyan. Those who trace back the history and life of the two noble families will find that they have
excessive passion and fondness for acquisition of the finest horses. Since times of old, they have been raising their sons and training
them to ride horses. No wonder that Arabs used to applaud this, like the illustrious Omani poet, Abu Muslim Nasser bin‘Odayim Al
Rawahi (1857 - 1911 A.D.), who eulogized them and their tribe in a line of poetry:

A folk on horseback,
Whose children suckle the blood of heroism. Y. . -
i Invitation ]
The poet praised Bani Yas tribe in a long poem on account of what they were
known for in those times. He did not praise them seeking their rewards, but for their In this issue of ‘Orbits and
noble traits, particularly for their love of horses. Inscriptions, a number of arti-
Therefore, the response of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid came spontane- cles and research papers deal
ously and naturally when he was asked about horsemanship by the Gentleman'’s with purebred Arabian horses. If
Magazine of London in 2000; he said, “The love of horse riding runs in my blood. Do anyone wishes to contribute to
not forget that Arabian horses co-existed with Arab tribes. They were an important this civilized initiative about the
tool for hunting and war. They represent the history of Arabs. Horsemanship is not history of our Arabian horses in
mere horse riding; it is originality and attitude. From birth, | loved horses. My father, the UAE and Arabia, they will be
Sheikh Rashid, introduced me to horses and trained me to ride them. | took, and am n\welcome anytime. )

still taking, part in endurance and speed races, both national and regional”

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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