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Ahmed Ali Hamad Al Amir*

Al-Ahsa city has always been a
source of civilization and one of the
most important economic commu-
nities since ancient times. It was the
destination of choice for people of
the Arabian Peninsula, both Bedouins
and urbanites, and became one of the
cities that provided countless writers,
scholars, poets, and even artisans who
have enriched the economic arena
with their crafts and industries since
that time.

Al-Ahsa city was the cradle of a large number of
craftsmen who were inspired by the date palm that sur-
rounded them. It was known for having plenty of skilled
artisans, whose crafts became exemplary in perfection
and creativity. The “Dangling Golden Necklace of Ahsa”
(Almurtaeisha Alhasawya)’ and the “Ahsa Men Cloak” (Al-
bisht Alhasawi) and many other products became iconic
examples of high quality and craftsmanship. People of
Al-Ahsa and other regions wanted to learn these crafts
which encouraged those artisans to travel and emigrate
to work in the Gulf countries.

Destination Dubai
Among these craftsmen is the professional jeweler, the
late Nashi bin Ali Al Mahanna.
Nashi stayed in Dubai, continuously, for nearly for-
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Spent five decades practicing his craft, which
he mastered and bequeathed to his children

Jeweler Nashi Al Mahanna of Al-Ahsa
A Name Carved in Gold in Dubai’s Memory

A historical landmark of Al-Ahsa and its rich oases

ty-seven years without visiting his homeland Al-Ahsa.

His journey began in the thirties of the last Hijri cen-
tury, after he got married in his youth in Al-Ahsa, and left
for Dubai to earn his living, where he worked as a jeweler
in Sikat Al Khail.

After he stayed in Dubai for a long time without the
company of his wife, Nashi divorced her as she did not
want to travel. He married another woman in Dubai, who
gave birth to his children. He stayed with his new wife in
Dubai for nearly five decades before he decided to return
to Al-Ahsa with his family.

Nashi returned to Al-Ahsa, which he left at the age
of twenty and returned to at the end of his sixty. His son
Ahmed - Abu Hani - was three months old when they re-
turned from Dubai, at the end of the seventies of the last
Hijri century(),

’ When he was young, he left for Dubai to earn his living, where he worked as

a jeweler in Sikat Al Khail

Al-Ahsa was famous for plenty of
skilled artisans, whose crafts

became exemplary in perfection
and creativity

Love and Appreciation

Being far away from Al-Ahsa and his long stay in Du-
bai was not strange; Duabi was warm and gracious de-
spite the simplicity of living at the time. In this salty piece
of land, where the sea was the source of water and food,
people of Dubai were the light and sweet touch that
adorned living.

What distinguishes Dubai is the nature of its people
who always strove for the better through receiving the
expatriates with crafts, knowledge and culture brought
to Dubai people who in turn treated them with respect,
appreciation, justice and equality, so that it is an incen-
tive to flock to their country and settle in it.

Haj Nashi had the love and appreciation of people,
as he used to make gold jewelry for the wives of the
Sheikhs, including Sheikha Hessa Al-Murr, the wife of
Sheikh Saeed Al Maktoum, the mother of Sheikh Rashid
bin Saeed, and for all the people of Dubai and other Emir-
ates. Nashi was loved and appreciated by the Sheikhs
and notables who used to take him on their desert trips
in the spring seasons.

Traditional Medicine
During the period Haj Nashi spent in Dubai, there
were other jewelers from Al-Ahsa in Dubai including
Ahmed Abdel-Aziz Al-Nasser, Abdel-Hamid Al-Dajani, Ab-
dul-Latif Al-Dajani, Hussein Al-Samin, and Al Amir family
of the masters of the Ahsa Men Cloak and others.
Being far away from Al-Ahsa was not due to hatred. In

Almurtaeisha Alhasawya Jeweler Nashi Al Mahanna in action

He was interested in traditional
medicine, so people from various
cities and villages of Al-Ahsa and

some Gulf countries sought his
consultation

fact, when Nashi returned, he was like a son who missed
his compassionate mother that does not hate her chil-
dren, and was received warmly by her. His long-time de-
parture from his homeland was later extinguished with
four decades of life in Al-Ahsa; where he died at the age
of 106.

Haji Nashi and his sons were leading jewelers in
Al-Ahsa, where they excelled and became famous in en-
graving on gold. He also had interests in traditional med-
icine, so people who suffer from some diseases such as
jaundice came to him from various towns and villages of
the Al-Ahsa desert and even from some Gulf countries.

Haji Nashi passed away in 1417 Hijri in his homeland
Al-Ahsa, may his soul rest in peace.

*Saudi Writer

(1) An interview with Haj Ahmed bin Nashi AIMahanna (Abi Hani) in his shot at the Gold Market in Al Hofuf;

Jan 15th, 2019.
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In a cultural evening organized by JBHSC

Mythical Creatures in the Emirati Heritage
Historical Fiction Mixed with Facts

Orbits & Inscriptions - Dubai

Researcher and writer Dr. Ab-
dulaziz Al-Musallam, Chairman
of Sharjah Institute for Heritage,
said “The mythical creatures in the
Emirati folklore are based, for the
most part, on some truth, despite
the fiction and exaggeration.

In a symposium organized by
Jamal bin Huwaireb Studies Center
(JBHSC), in which Dr. Al-Mmusal-
lam spoke about “Mythical Crea-
tures in the Emirati Heritage”, a
number of the attendees called
for scientific studies on the effect
of genetics on many of the heroes
of the myths abound in the Emirati
popular tradition.

The session began with an intro-
duction by historian Jamal bin Hu-
waireb, CEO of the Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge Foun-
dation, in which he emphasized the
importance of this topic in the Emirati
popular imagination.

Bin Huwaireb said: ‘It is common
among Arabs to say directly: This is a
“kharrofa” (myth), plural “khararif” if
they heard unbelievable words, or fic-
tional stories!

“Kharrofa” is a fairy tale people in-
vented to entertain themselves, and
its standard Arabic source is ‘khurafa’
(myth), meaning the fancy stories told
at night.

Audience during the symposium

The Arabs did not know why these
myths were called “khurafa’, Prophet
Muhammad, PBUH, told us about its
derivation. He said: Khurafa was a good
man of Auzra family. In the pre-Islamic
era, Khurafa was captured by the jinn
so he stayed with them for a long time
before he was released. He used to tell
people about the miracles of the jinn,
and people called his stories “khurafa”.

Mystical Creatures

Dr. Al-Musallam said that he
stopped writing about 6 years ago,
after he released his book “Encyclope-
dia of Superstitious Creatures in the
Emirati Heritage’, which was translat-
ed into several languages, including
English, French and Russian, and large
numbers of copies were sold at the last

Moscow Book Fair.

Superstitious Creatures in the
Emirati Heritage
‘The fairy tale in its general shape
falls within the category of popular lit-
erature, while in its specific character
and content it comes within the pop-
ular beliefs and traditions preserving.
For every moral deviation or social
disintegration there was a frightening
mythical creature, whose task was to
deter those who dared to cross those
boundaries and to confront social ca-
lamities such as envy, oppression, theft,
adultery, betrayal, greed, injustice and
others; added Al-Musallam.

Themes and Topics
The lecturer said: ‘The book com-

Abdulaziz Al-Musallam:

Fiction and reality meet in folklore
The task of a mystical creature is to deter those who dare to transgress morals and
to confront social calamities

prises several titles, themes and topics,
including, my story with superstitious
creatures, the encyclopedia of super-
stitious creatures, a pioneering expe-
rience. The book deals with about 37
superstitious creatures in Emirati stories
and discusses their origin, position, and
society’s view of them. It also tackles the
structure of the popular narrative herit-
age in the Emirates and elsewhere!

The book included drawings, as the
author sought the assistance of four
illustrators who depended on the re-
search method.

Popular Heritage
The lecturer said: Popular litera-
ture, whether material or intangible, is
nothing but an aesthetic expression of
a human experience from a collective
perspective. It aims to entertain and
seeks to educate and teach.
He added: With regard to stories,
they comprise:

Historical stories: including (migra-
tions, conflicts, drought and epidemic
diseases)

Stories of remembrance and daily
experiences “Sawalef”

Tales of beliefs and proverbs, re-
ligious and comic tales. In addition to
animal stories and poetry stories.

As for the shapes of mythical crea-
tures, they are divided into several im-
ages according to the narrative of each
character, including human, semi-hu-
man, animals, plants, inanimate, jinn
and demons.

Attendance and dialogues

The symposium witnessed a large
attendance led by a group of academ-
ics, interested people, media profes-
sionals and writers, including Dr. Mar-
yam Matar, Professor Mona Hammad,
Consul General of Algeria in Dubai
Professor Mohamed Darraji,  Herit-
age Adviser Ahmed Mohamed Obeid,

About the Lecture

Jamal bin Huwaireb honoring Al-Musallam

e

Fairy tales in their general
form are part of the folk-
lore

Heritage Adviser Abdullah bin Jassim
Al-Mutairi, Heritage Adviser Rashad
Boukhash, Khaled Al-Jallaf, Dr. Yousef
Sharab, Saeed Al Naboodah, Dr. She-
hab Ghanem, Dr. Moataz Othman, Adel
Al-Midfa, Abdulaziz Al-Rostamani, Mu-
hammad Saleh Badah and others.

Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Musallam, an Emirati writer and researcher, a consultant in cultural heritage. He was

born in Sharjah in 1966, and holds a doctorate in history and heritage from Hassan Il University in Casablanca,

Kingdom of Morocco.

He is currently the chairman of Sharjah Institute for Heritage and Editor-in-Chief of Al Mawrouth and

Marawd Magazines, and an executive member of a number of international organizations and associations

concerned with cultural heritage. He won Emirati and Gulf awards and decorations, and has published a num-

ber of publications in culture, fairy tales, and Nabati poetry. Some of his works have been translated into

English, French, Russian, Italian, Spanish and Czech.
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’ ’ The team traveled 185,000 kilometers by car in 9 trips across 90 countries

of HH Lieutenant General Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, and Sheikh
Hamad bin Hamdan Al Nahyan.

We faced many obstacles after the start, such as pass-
ing through some insecure countries; some countries were
going through a state of turmoil and wars, and the climatic
conditions of others were very difficult, as well as driving
for long hours, up to 43 hours without stopping.

Bin Mejren pointed out that the unsafe roads and the
difficulty of communicating with some peoples remained
among the most prominent pitfalls that faced the team.

‘The difficulty of residing in some remote areas was an
additional obstacle, and the team members overcame it
over time; added bin Mejren.

Peerless Welcome
The “Emirates Travellers” team, led by Awad bin Me-
jren, sought to positively represent the UAE, and strove
to address all cultures and peoples of the world about the

8 Issue No. (28-29) June-July (2020)
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Group picture of the symposium’s audience

most important characteristic of the state. The team was
warmly greeted by everyone around the world.

Bin Mejren also emphasized that the state’s relentless
work in providing humanitarian aid and participating in
consolidating goodness and giving contributed to facil-
itating the team’s mission and making the journey suc-
cessful.

Team Heroes

The Emirates Travellers team includes heroes who be-
lieved in the importance of patience, generosity, coopera-
tion and teamwork to face difficulties and dangers, includ-
ing: Awad bin Mejren, Ahmed Al Awar, Hisham Al Zarouni,
Aref Al Suwaidi, Mohammed Al Ameri, Ahmed bin Ghalita,
Munzer Akram Jumaa, Jumah Akram Juma, Abdul Bari Bin
Soukat, Ibrahim Darwish, Ahmed Al Muhairi, Ahmed Bin
Hareb, Mansour Al Habtoor, Dhahi Bin Dhahi, Muhammad
Faraj, Ahmed Al Ameri, Adel Lootah, Hashem Al Awar,
Mustafa Abdoun.
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Book Title: Arabs: A 3,000-Year History of Peoples,
Tribes and Empires

Author:  Tim Mackintosh-Smith

Published: February 4, 2020

Publisher: Yale University Press

This book chronicles a riveting, comprehensive histo-
ry of the Arab peoples and tribes while exploring the role
of language as a cultural touchstone

This kaleidoscopic book covers almost 3,000 years of
Arab history and shines a light on the footloose Arab peo-
ples and tribes who conquered lands and disseminated
their language and culture over vast distances. Tracing
this process to the origins of the Arabic language, rather
than the advent of Islam, Tim Mackintosh-Smith begins
his narrative more than a thousand years before Mu-
hammad and focuses on how Arabic, both spoken and
written, has functioned as a vital source of shared cultural
identity over the millennia.

Mackintosh-Smith reveals how linguistic develop-
ments—from pre-Islamic poetry to the growth of script,
Muhammad'’s use of writing, and the later problems of
printing Arabic—have helped and hindered the progress

of Arab history, and investigates how, even in today’s po-
litically fractured post—Arab Spring environment, Arabic
itself is still a source of unity and disunity.

A fascinating and richly detailed chronicle of Arab
language and culture offers some thought-provoking
historical parallels.

About the Author:

Tim Mackintosh-Smith is an eminent Arabist, translator, and
traveler whose previous publications include Travels with a Tangerine
and Yemen. He has lived in the Arab world for thirty-five years and is a
senior fellow of the Library of Arabic Literature.
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In a Heritage Evening Organized by JBHSC
“UAE Travellers”

Ambassadors of Tolerance, Love and Peace

—

Orbits & Inscriptions - Dubai

Historian Jamal Bin Huwaireb, CEO of the Moham-
med bin Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge Foundation
(MBRF), said: The UAE Travellers team has fulfilled the
aspirations of the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahy-
an, to spread Emirati heritage around the world. The
team, added bin Huwaireb, “is a realization of the vi-
sion of HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum,
to make the UAE number one in the world, and that the
word impossible has no place in our dictionary”.

This came about in an exciting symposium at Jamal
Bin Huwaireb Studies Center (JBHSC) attended by Awad
Mohammad bin Al Sheikh Mejren, head of the Emirates
Travellers team, and a group of researchers and writers,
led by former UAE ambassador to Poland and Ethiopia

Bin Mejren speaking during the symposium attended by Jamal

Youssef Issa Al Sabri, Abdullah bin Jassim Al-Mutairi, Ra-
shad Bukhash, Dr. Shehab Ghanem, Dr. Youssef Shurrab,
Adel Al-Midfa, Muhammad Saleh Badah, and others.

Bin Huwaireb introduced Bin Mejren, stressing that the
team, who represents the youth of the UAE, has transferred
the country’s history and heritage to about 90 countries
over a period of 23 years, and that they are the “children
of Zayed’, ambassadors of tolerance, love and peace who
know neither fear nor the impossible.

Heritage Preserving
Awad bin Mejren began his speech by thanking the
JBHSC for its efforts in spreading culture and preserving
Emirati heritage.

Bin Huwaireb:
The team introduced the history and heritage of the UAE to the world

Bin Mejren:
The happiest moment of our life is our meeting with Sheikh Zayed in Geneva

Bin Mejren added: Talking about the Emirates Travel-
lers team brings me back to the year 1996, when | and
five Emirati youth decided to make the first 6-month trip,
during which we toured the Arab Gulf states, the Levant,
Europe, the Maghreb, North and South America, and the
Amazon forests.

The happiest moment of our lives was the day we
met the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan in Gene-
va, who issued directives to all concerned authorities to
provide all forms of support and assistance to team mem-
bers, to facilitate their national mission, and to overcome
the obstacles and difficulties they might face.

Bin Mejren added: The team traveled 185,000 kilo-
meters by car in 9 trips across 90 countries. That success
would not have been possible without good manage-
ment, strong will, determination to continue, and the
support and encouragement from the wise leadership,
especially from His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and His Highness Sheikh
Hamdan Bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown
Prince of Dubai.

Journeys and Festival

The lecturer went on: Later we made several trips, the
second trip took 5 months across East Asia, Australia, In-
donesia, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, India, Nepal, Paki-
stan, Iran and Irag. The team traveled on the third trip over
a period of 4 months, between South Africa, Zimbabwe,
Zambia, Tanzania, Kenya, Sudan, Egypt, Libya and Tunisia.

The fourth trip lasted one month, across the Arabian
Peninsula, the Sultanate of Oman, Yemen and Saudi Ara-
bia, and the fifth spanned over two months, and included
China, Russia, Mongolia, Iran and Kazakhstan. While the
sixth trip included only Djibouti and Ethiopia, the seventh
was in Peru and Ecuador, and the eighth in Madagascar.

The lecturer talked about the launch of the World Trav-
ellers’ Festival in Dubai, the first of its kind in the world,
which achieved great success during its past seasons.

Emirates Travellers Team headed by Awad bin Mejren

The festival was held under the patronage of His High-
ness Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed Al Maktoum. About
100 travellers from different nationalities took part in the
festival.

Obstacles and Challenges
The launch took place on July 1st 1996, in the presence
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Jamal Bin Huwaireb
Chief Editor

The Famed Rabdan of Sheikh Zayed the First Was of this Breed

Al Rabd: A Time-honored Breed of
Horses that Deserves to be Documented
in History Books

Rabd is the distinguished dark
grey color of ostriches; the horse
breed was named after it due to

their resemblance to these birds,
in terms of color and speed

The Arabian Peninsula - the home of the most important
Arab horse breeds - has no known records or books on the
history of the most ancient Arabian horses, except for a few
recent writings by some European orientalists and some own-
ers of the Arab horse stalls in Egypt and the Levant such as
Prince Abbas Pasha. Such records were few and scarce until
the nineteenth century, so such orientalists and owners re-
corded some aspects of the history of the Arabian horse. It is
surprising that a great topic like Arabian horses had so little
recordings in the past; yet what is even more astonishing is
scarcity, nowadays, of sources in the GCC about Arabian hors-
es, given the fact that the region’s Kings and Sheikhs pay and
had always paid special attention to horses. However, news,
origins, poems and stories about Arabian horses are unfortu-
nately lost but a few.

Sheikh Zayed the First, Ruler of Abu Dhabi, between (1855-1909)
was very much interested in Arabian horses, which were gifted to
him by princes in the Arabian Peninsula knowing his great love for
the Arabian horse. Among the gifts Sheikh Zayed received was the
horse “Rabdan”. Many people, due to their lack of knowledge of the
origins of the horse, thought that it was a single horse given this
name by Sheikh Zayed the First, while it descended from the Rabd
dynasty.

Etymology

“Rubda” is the color of dust, or a shadowy dusty color. Ostrich-
es color is referred to as
dusty, which is a mixture
of black and ash that re-
sembles the dust color,
and this meaning is still
used in the colloquial di-
alect. It is said that Rabd
horses were called by
this name, because the
first knight riding a Rabd

horse kept pace with an ostrich thanks for its speed. The
Rabd breed is famous for its speed and small hooves, as well
as its strong and light legs resembling those of ostriches.

Hence, the origin of the name is related to ostriches, ei-
ther for thier color, speed, or because the first to ride a Rabd
horse caught an ostrich. Speed is more likely to be the rea-
son for the name; for Rabd horses have the same colors as
the rest of the Arabian horses, so color is no distinction, but
rather it is the similarity in certain characteristics. The analo-
gy to ostrich came a lot in the poetry of the Arabs using the
vocabulary “Rubda”.

In the analogy of the Arabian horse’s leg with the leg
of an ostrich, Imru’ al-Qays described a Rabd horse saying:

With waist of deer, ostrich pace, wolfish core

And fox-cub hind legs o’er-leaping it’s fore

Some may ask, does heritage contain the name of an
Arabic horse called Al-Rabd? The answer is yes. A text by
al-Asma’i with Harun al-Rasheed, was conveyed by a nar-
rator and appeared in Al Nuwayri's “The Ultimate Ambition
in the Arts of Erudition” says: “It was narrated that Harun
al-Rasheed rode in the year 185 to the square. Al- Asma'i said:
upon entering the square, a black horse named Al Rabd ap-
peared, and it was previously owned by Al-Rasheed who was
pleased to his horse, and demanded
Al- Asma'’i to be present. | was called,
so | came quickly before his hands,
he then commanded me saying
“take AlRabd and describe him from
head to hoof".

This indicates that horses have
been called Rabd after ostriches,
since ancient times, and perhaps this
name was common at that time, and

Cover of“The Origins of the it might be the name of an undocu-
Arabian Horses” Book

mented Arabian breed of horse.
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Khedive Abbas Pasha |

Diwan Mubarak Al Oqaili

Rabdan continued to reproduce

’ ’ and his offspring was gifted dur-
ing the era of Sheikh Zayed the
First

The beginning of the dynasty

The Rabd breed has no known owner, and we do not
know when it was called by this name, perhaps it is an
ancient Arab name inherited from the ancestors. We've
learned that Harun al-Rasheed’s horse was called AlRabd,
indicating that the name is that old. However, even though
we don't know how this breed started, we know Arabs who
were famous for owning it, as demonstrated in their po-
ems and some documents that were found related to deals
about this breed.

Today, the most important scientific document on the
Arabian horses is the “The Origins of the Arabian Horses”
collected in the nineteenth century for Khedive Abbas Pa-
sha | (decd. 1854), who is the greatest collector of Arabian
horses at his time. Khedive's love for horses motivated him
to send a delegation to the Bedouins in the Arabian Pen-
insula to document the origins of the Arabian horses. This
precious book has become the crown jewel of publications
on horses, its ninth chapter was dedicated to AlRabd breed.

In conclusion, we know that the Rabd breed is an an-
cient breed known for its speed and strength. That is why
it was important in ancient wars, and it was owned by a
number of Sheikhs of the Arab tribes. It was also owned by
a number of knights, princes and Sheikhs including Sheikh
Zayed the First, and its descendants still exist today.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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