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Several writers turned to the press
or stopped pursuing their literary
careers due to various circum-
stances

rr

Al Bayan Project (Story of the Week)

In the late 1990s, Al Bayan newspaper launched its
distinguished project (Story of the Week), in which hun-
dreds of Arabic or translated stories for major writers
were published. The story used to be published on a full
page or two if it was a long one.

This project lasted about ten years, and during that
period the fictional works of well-known story writers
were published, such as Abd al-Salam al-Ajili, Hanna Mina,
Jamal al-Ghitani, Nayrouz Malik, Faisal Khartash, Ridha
al-Bahhat, Zahra Hassan, Khatib Badlah and many others.

Translated stories were also published by writers such
as Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Yasunari Kawabata, Emiliyan
Stanev, Juan Antonio Ponte, and others. Moreover, the
stories were chosen by a specialized committee, includ-
ing the storyteller, Muhammad al-Murr, Abdel-Hamid
Ahmed, Rashid Bou-Shaeer, and Hussein Darwish.

The aim of this project was to revive the art of the
short story, after it had begun to retreat in the Arab arena.

Training Programs

With the launch of the Dubai International Program
for Writing (DIPW), one of the most prominent projects
of the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge
Foundation, the Short Story Workshop produced new
authors who served as a valuable addition to the UAE's
short story arena.

Speaking about this experience, critic and storyteller
Islam Abu Shakir says:

Within two years, the DIPW has been able to push
twelve new writers into the literary arena, in the field of
short stories, which is an indication of its success and
importance.
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Short story is the mother of Emi-
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Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid honored Sheikha Al Nakhi with UAE’s Pioneers Medal for being the first female shorty story author

The 1980s cemented the actual
emergence of short stories in the
UAE

rr

The narratives of these two generations centered on
local issues related to society.

It is noteworthy that a large number of these writers
stopped pursuing their literary career for several reasons,
including: Study, travel and work.

Prolific Writers

The story boomed in mid-nineties with the emer-
gence of a new generation of prolific writers who pre-
served the artistic approach founded by their predeces-
sors. As for the content, their interaction with the new
changes is evident through nostalgia for the past. Among
these writers are Asma Al-Zarouni, Ibtisam Al-Mualla, Sa-
rah Al-Jarwan, Fatima Mohammad, and Hareb Al-Dhabhiri.

In 1998, the number of daily newspapers in the UAE
reached eight, the number of weekly and monthly mag-
azines reached one hundred thirty magazines, while the
number of public libraries reached 45, making the stories
more thriving.

New Names
The new millennium witnessed the emergence of a
large number of female and male writers who have add-
ed a new dimension to the Emirati story, in light of the
rapid-paced changes at various levels concerning hu-
man’s relationship with oneself and the other, as well as
with society.

Among the most prominent Emirati writers of the
contemporary generation are:

Naima Al-Marri, Hasna Al Hosani, Najeeba Al-Rifai,
Abdul Rahim Hassan Abdul Rahim, Aisha Al-Zaabi, Fahd
Al-Falasi, Aisha Abdullah Mohammad, Fatima Abdullah,
Raya Muhanna, Mohsen Suleiman, Khaled Al-Jabri, Mar-
yam Al-Marri, Ahmed Amiri, Fatima Al-Kaabi, Saleh Kara-
ma, Mona Salem Al-Suwaidi, Asma Mohammad Al-Ketbi,
Asrar Al-Minhali, Ghada Al-Kilani, Ali Ahmed Al-Hamiri,
and many others.

In order to search for new patterns, most writers of
the contemporary generation have sought to break the
rules of writing short stories by making them devoid of
event, temporal connection or plot, or by taking a ran-
dom pattern.
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Emirati Approach

to the Short Story

The origins of the short story in the UAE date back
to the 1970s. Shaikha Al-Nakhy was the first to write
a short story in the UAE and her first story Departure
was published in 1970.

However, Plank of Wood by Abdullah Saqr was
the first collection of stories issued in 1974 in Dubai,
while Memories and Wishes by Hajj Muzaffar was pub-
lished in 1971

In addition to The Victim of Greed by Ali Obaid Ali
in 1972, Diaries of a Junior Employee by Abdul Aziz Al
Khalil in 1974 and Misery collection by Ali Abdul Aziz
Al Sharhan, in which he discussed the pre-union phase.

Among other writers were Muhammad Majid
Al-Suwaidi, Reda Al-Sajwani, who published his first
collection That Time in 1978, and Mohammad Al-Murr,
who published his first collection of short stories Love
of Another Kind in 1982.

Thus, the 1980s is considered the actual emer-
gence of the earliest short stories in many newspa-
pers and magazines in the UAE.
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) We all Love the
SeaFirst joint col-
lection of stories
issued by the
Writers Union

Plank of Wood by
Abdullah Saqgr

Departure

Local Product

The content of the story at its beginning comprised
literary thoughts filled with emotion.

The Emirati short stories flourished in the 1980s by a
large number of writers, and were published in newspa-
pers and magazines. This generation continued to work
on developing the artistic structure of the story, most
notably Nasser Gibran, Nasser Al Dhahiri, Salma Matar
Saif, Amina Bou Shihab, Sarah Al-Nawwaf, and Basimah
Younes. Soon, a new group of writers joined these writ-
ers, including Maryam Jumah Faraj, Suaad Al-Arimi, and
Jumah Al-Fayrouz.
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Bin Huwaireb:

rp

The presence of expert citizens such as Major General Ahmed, his father, and Jumah

binThalith is a motivation to accelerate the establishment of the museum

navigation in general in the Arabian
Gulf, and the maps that were used in
cruises to pinpoint the sites of diving,
including the map of Sheikh Mani" bin
Rashid Al Maktoum.

He also tackled the biography of
the famous Arab and Emirati navigator
Ahmed ibn Majid and his great con-
tributions to marine explorations and
navigation throughout history. Ibn Ma-
jid combined theoretical science and
technical invention. He was the first to
develop the navigational compass in
the modern concept, the first to sus-
pend a magnetic needle on an axis for
free movement, and the first to invent
the “alkamal” instrument.

Heritage preservation

Bin Thani stressed the importance of
preserving the heritage, as it is related to
the original ancestral legacy. He also not-
ed that he adheres to his heritage and his
close relationship with the sea, and that
he keeps many secrets of the sea he ac-
quired during fishing trips with his father,

Bin Thani & Bin Huwaireb with the symposium’s audience

which lasted for weeks, and that he was
keen since childhood to catch fish in var-
ious local ways.

Bin Thani continued by saying: The
fate of people of the UAE and the Gulf
countries was linked to the sea, for it was
the source of their livelihood through
fishing and diving in search of pearls, and
transporting commercial goods, indicat-
ing that the sea is a source of inspiration,
love, comfort and untold pleasure, and a
source for getting rid of negative energy
and a source of food as well.

Pleasant Experience

Major General Ahmed Moham-
med bin Thani talked about this enjoy-
able and arduous experience saying:
“The dream of writing about the world
of diving came to me from an early
age. | have always dreamed of writing
a book containing all those stories and
events about marine heritage that
took place on my father’s workshop
that | remember well. | spent 5 years
preparing the book and using accu-
rate information”.

About the author

Major General Ahmed Mohammed bin Thani is the son of the marine environment. He was born and raised in
an environment related to fishing, shipbuilding and pearl diving. In his childhood, he accompanied his father in the

manufacture of wooden ships.

He joined Dubai Police as a candidate pilot, then he moved to Bur Dubai Police Station. In 2000, he was appointed
Deputy Director of the General Administration of Airport Security, and was appointed in 2004 as General Director.
Later he was appointed as Assistant Commander-in-Chief of Dubai Police for Airport Security.

At the end of the symposium, Jamal bin Huwaireb honored Major General bin Thani with the JBHSC's Shield.
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Narrated by Ahmed bin Thani
who suggested establishing diving museum

Alghous Bou Sbha’ah A'rzak Tale

(The Dive of Seven Livelihoods)

Researcher, historian and ad-
visor Jamal bin Huwaireb, CEO
of the Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum Knowledge Founda-
tion, called for the establishment
of an integrated diving museum
in the UAE, in order to preserve
the history of the most important
heritage profession; diving. It was
practiced by parents and grand-
parents, and was the main source
of livelihood for the inhabitants
of this region for centuries.

Diving Trip

In a heritage symposium at Jamal
bin Huwaireb Studies Center (JBHSC)
attended by a number of experts and
interested audience, led by journalist
and expert Jumah bin Thalith, Engineer
Rashad Bukhash, Chairman of the UAE's
Architectural Heritage Society, author
Dr. Shehab Ghanem and heritage ex-
pert Rashid bin Hashem, and others,
the author touched on the journey of
diving through history, and how grand-
parents lived on this profession before
the emergence of oil.

He also dealt with many other as-
pects related to diving, such as the
equipment and tools used by divers,
navigational tools such as the “Arab
compass’, the stars of the compass,
the preparations before the diving trip,
the diving locations, the types of ships,
the types and names of monsoons, the
types and names of pearls and meth-

Bin Huwaireb during the symposium

ods of selling them, “al kifal” - the return
trip from diving - and the role that"Al-Ta-
wash” (diver) plays in selling pearls.

In his book, the author also includ-
ed statistics and comparisons from dif-
ferent regions of the Gulf and the world
related to pearls and their types, identi-
fying more than 250 pearl diving loca-
tions with their coordinates, names and
the depth of each. He also talked about

’ ’ Bin Thani:

I learned from my father
the concepts, meanings
and suffering of diving |
spent 5 years preparing
the book using accurate
information

the Emirati pearl, which dates back to
5500 years BC, citing the opinion of
an Australian expert that the pearls of
the Arabian Gulf are superior in their
qualities and purity over other types of
pearls in the world, especially the Cey-
lon pearls.

“"However, the Japanese cultured
pearls eliminated the natural pearl
trade’, added the author.

Moreover, the author referred to the
diving trips that were taking place in
areas far from the Arabian Gulf region,
such as the island of Ceylon, Socotra,
and the “Dahlak” islands, which are lo-
cated in the Red Sea and are 2000 nau-
tical miles away. He also explored the
fishing seasons classifying them into
four seasons: winter, alssfry, algayz and
summer.

In his book, the author talked about
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Al-Jazeera was founded in 1996
to incite discord and corruption
among Arabs and destroy their
homelands

s

and contributed to increasing the number of Arab refugees to
more than 10 million.

Bishara and his ungrateful ally continued their plots until
they were confronted by HH Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and his brother HH Prince
Mohammad bin Salman Al Saud, Crown Prince of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia.

When the Oman Coasts documentary was broadcast by
the channel of falsehood - Al Jazeera-, | read a tweet by one
of the Omani brothers, in which he said about it: 'The Omani
Empire is great and lofty and remains immortal, but we do not
need these programs that incite sedition. The Omani-Emirati
relations will remain strong and rooted’

The words of this educated Omani represent the reality of
most of the noble Omani people. In fact, we are all proud that
we all live in the historic region of Oman, we are not ashamed
of that, and our region was also called the Bahrain region ac-
cording to the old administrative regulations.

Civilizations and states have existed in this region for thou-
sands of years.

In the modern era, the Sultanate of Oman, the UAE, the
State of Qatar were established, and the Sheikhdom of Bahrain
became a kingdom after the 2001 referendum.

Ignorance of History

By naming its documentary Oman Coasts, Al Jazeera
channel despises and diminishes Oman's stature and its great
role during the past centuries. As for its focus on the UAE, it is
a severe ignorance of historical facts.

| loved watching Al Jazeera Documentary channel, and |
was attracted by the Oman Coasts program in 2014, which
contained beautiful and useful information. In 2020, Al Ja-
zeera began to produce a new documentary called Oman
Coasts as well. When the channel started to broadcast it, |
found the documentary dedicated to attack the UAE. Conse-
quently, Oman Coasts has two issuances: A useful scientific
one, and a new version produced for a sinister political aim to
stoke feelings of hatred and rancour.

Interview with the then-Crown Prince Hamad bin
Khalifa on February 16, 1995 at the Arabic-speaking

channel of BBC, which he bought a year later

The Omani people are not de-
ceived by the lies broadcast by
Al-Jazeera because they know
that Omani-Emirati relations are
deep-rooted

rp

Mistakes and Fallacies
The new writer and director of Oman Coasts filled it with
errors and fallacies, and | will examine some mistakes in coop-
eration with Dr. Hamada Hajras

«  Foreign speakers in the film have little knowledge of the
history of the UAE.

«  The documentary failed to host specialists from subject
matter countries, including the UAE and East African
countries.

The film did not refer to the division of the Sultanate fol-
lowing the collapse of the Ya'ariba state in 1741 CE, and the
transfer of the Imamate to Al Bu Said family, which witnessed a
sharp division. Since that date, Oman has witnessed a bloody
conflict that ended only with the arrival of Sultan Qaboos to
power in 1970 AD, who united Oman and issued a decree to
change the name of the state to the Sultanate of Oman.

Although the film is titled Oman coasts, it did not doc-
ument the history of Oman before the 16th century AD, but
rather pointed its poisonous arrows towards the UAE to prove
that it belongs to the Sultanate of Oman.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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It was produced for a malicious political aim to preach hatred
between brothers

Oman Coasts Documentary
When the media is an expression of malice
and ignorance

In 1995, the late ruler of Qatar, Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad
Al Thani, was dethroned by his ungrateful son, who loved to
ruin and destroy the Arab world.

He began his sabotage project, facilitating the tasks of the
Arabs’ enemies to turn the Arabs into futile nations.

Through media and allying with every spiteful criminal, the un-
=2 grateful son found the shortest, easiest and most efficient way to
m P achieve his purposes. He advised his cunning cousin to go to Britain to
buy the Arabic-speaking channel of BBC.

Jamal Bin Huwaireb

Chief Editor . .
Inciting Sedition

Since November 1996, the channel of sedition has been provoking
young people to launch crazy revolutions with the intention of over-
throwing the Arab regimes.

Since 1996, no states or individuals have been spared from the
evils of this ominous channel, nor the Qataris themselves; It brought
them misfortunes and made them a pariah state among the Arabs.

Al-Jazeera has cunningly worked on producing strange programs
that negatively affect Arab youth, bringing them into a sea of frustra-
tion from which no one can survive except through change. With the
transfer of Azmi Bishara from the Israeli Knesset to Qatar in 2007, these
evil plans were completed. Bishara allied with the ungrateful prince and
began to establish the idea of the Change Academy with a malicious
thought, so Al-Jazeera moved

to a new level of malevolence.

Plots Mastermind
Azmi Bishara played a dan-
gerous role in those events dur-

ing which Arab governments
collapsed and many innocent
bloods were shed. Although
his role was not pivotal in these
events, it is certainly that he
helped to incite the destructive

A historical map exploited for mali- seditions, as he helped in the
cious purposes destruction of the Arab world
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