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Book Title: Poetry in Praise of Prophetic Perfection:
A Study of West African Arabic Madih Poetry
and its Precedents

Author:  Oludamini Ogunnaike

Published: March 1, 2020

Publisher: Islamic Texts Society

The vibrant tradition of West African Arabic poetry is
dominated by the genre of ‘madih, that is, poetry in praise
of the Prophet Muhammad. This genre of poetry has been
mostly ignored in Western scholarship and dismissed
as mere ‘pious praise’ lacking any significant intellectual
content. In Poetry in Praise of Prophetic Perfection, Dr
Oludamini Ogunnaike challenges the misconceptions
around West African madih poetry and addresses the
scope and depth of this genre; he not only explores
its rich lyrical nature and its foundations in the Quran,
Hadith, pre-Islamic, and early Islamic poetry, but also its
inextricable link to Sufism and Sufi doctrines of cosmology,
ontology, and epistemology. Drawing on Sufi traditions
and practices, the author expounds on the various ways
in which West African madih poetry both describes and
facilitates the ultimate fulfilment of the human potential,
the Perfect Human (al-Insan al-Kamil) or the attainment of
the Praiseworthy Station (al-Magam al-Mahmud), of which
the Prophet Muhammad is the highest example. Poetry
in Praise of Prophetic Perfection includes translations of

A Study of West African Arabic Madih Poetry
and Its Precedents

THE ISLAMIC TEXTS SOCIETY

numerous extracts from madih poetry (accompanied by the
original Arabic), while the Appendix presents a selection of
complete poems—the most popular and influential poems
of this tradition. Poetry in Praise of Prophetic Perfection is an
opportunity for readers to gain access and appreciation of
a unique genre of spiritual Islamic poetry, and, given that it
includes the original Arabic, also enables the recitation of
the poetry for devotional purposes.

About the Author:

Oludamini Ogunnaike holds a PhD in African Studies and the
Study of Religion from Harvard University, and is Assistant Professor of
African Religious Thought at the University of Virginia.
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(16)
Gulf
Paper
Rupee

It was used in the Emirates from May 11, 1959
to June 16, 1966. The Indian government
issued this rupee for circulation in the Arabian
Gulf region, and it was known as “Gulf rupees"”.
Its use was limited to the Gulf and was not
used in India.

(17)
Bahraini
Paper Dinars
and their Coin
Denominations

After a decision was issued to stop dealing
with the Gulf rupee, the Emirate of Abu Dhabi
decided to deal in the Bahraini currency after
an agreement was reached between the
governments of Abu Dhabi and Bahrain at the
beginning of June, 1966. On June 16 of the
same year, the currency was introduced and
circulated, and banks exchanged the Bahraini
dinar for the Indian rupee. The Bahraini dinar
continued to be used in Abu Dhabi until the
issuance of the Emirati dirham on May 19, 1973.

(18)
Saudi
Paper Riyals
and the Bahraini
Dinar
Denominations

These currencies were used from June 16,
1966 to September 18, 1966 in Dubai, Sharjah,
Ras Al-Khaimah, Fujairah, Ajman and Umm
Al-Quwain. Its use represented a transitional
stage after stopping dealing in the rupee until
the issuance of Qatar and Dubai riyals.

It was agreed between the governments
of Dubai, Saudi Arabia and Bahrain to use
the paper Saudi riyal and denominations
of the Bahraini coin, probably because the
denominations of the Saudi riyal differ in
their parts from the fils that the people of the
Emirates were accustomed to.

(19)
Qatar and Dubai
Riyals Circulated

in the Emirates

This currency was used in Dubai, Sharjah, Ras
al-Khaimah, Fujairah, Ajman and Umm al-
Quwain from September 18, 1966 to May 19,
1973, according to the agreement concluded
between the governments of Dubai and Qatar
to issue a single currency on March 21, 1966.

(20)
Emirati Dirham
(First Edition -
Currency Board)
1973 - 1982

The Currency Board was established in the
United Arab Emirates, and the Emirati dirham
was issued and circulated on May 19, 1973
thus the Bahraini dinar and the Qatari and
Dubai riyals were stopped.

Orbits & Inscriptions
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(10)
George VI King
Emperor Rupee

This rupee was used in the Emirates from 1940
-1945.

(Second Edition)
This rupee was used in the Emirates from 1946
(11) and continued in circulation until 1950, as
George VI King there was no alternative currency. As for its last
Emperor version, it was in 1947. It is the last rupee minted
Rupee 1946 during the reign of Emperor King George VI.
People called this rupee “Umm Sher wa Banyan”;
as it carried the image of the emperor and a lion.
These rupees were used in the Emirates from
(12) 1937 to 1949. The emperor’s image on these
George VI King notes was a side profile. There was another
Emperor version of the ten note rupees in which the
Paper Note image of the emperor was presented in front
profile. This was issued for one time only in

Rupee 1943,
It was used in the Emirates in the late 1949 and
early 1950 to 1959. This usage came due to the
(13) commercial, economic and cultural relationship
Paper Rupees between the UAE and India.

The new government of India used the coin

for Government

of India after

designs of Emperor George VI and placed the
Indian emblem (the Three Lions) instead of

Independence the emperor’s image. The writings on these
denominations of the rupees were in English
and in the second edition the value of the
currency was added in Hindi.

(14)

Post-Independence
Indian Government
Coin Rupee

This rupee was used in the Emirates 1950 -
1956.

(15)
The Coin Rupee
and its
Denominations

This rupee was issued by the Government of
Indiain 1962, while the rest of the denominations
were issued in 1957, and it was used in the
Emirates from 1957 to June 1966. It was called
(Naya Paisa) the new Paisa from the date of its
issuance on 1957 until 1963. In 1964, the word
“Naya” meaning “new” was abolished.
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(4)
Victoria
Queen Rupee
1862

This rupee differs from its predecessor as it
was not issued by the East India Company, but
by the British Government in India. Besides,
two languages were used on the previous
edition namely English and Urdu, to indicate
the value of the piece, but on this coin only the
English language was used. English language
continued to be used alone until 1903. This coin
was the third edition of rupees to be used in the
Emirates from 1862 - 1876.

(5)
Victoria Empress
Rupee

It was used in the Emirates from 1877-1902, and
since 1877 the name has been changed from
Queen to Empress. Its denominations were
minted from red copper, and in 1901 Empress
Victoria passed away.

(6)
Emperor
Edward VI
Rupee

This rupee was used in the Emirates from 1903
until death of Emperor Edward in 1910 AD. He
was the first to coin the denomination of anna
with a notched shape. That is why the public
called it (Al-Jarkhi) which means the wheel;
because it resembles the steering wheel of a
ship. Emperor Edward also returned the Urdu
language to be next to the English to indicate
the value of the piece, a practice that was
stopped from the year 1862 to 1901 AD.

(7)
George V King
Emperor Rupee

This rupee was used in the Emirates from 1911
till the year of King George V's death on 1936
AD.

(8)
George V King
Emperor Paper

Note Rupee

These rupees were used in the Emirates from
1917 till the year of King George V's death on
1936 AD. In his reign paper notes started to be
used alongside coins.

(9)
George VI King
Emperor
Rupee

This rupee was used in the Emirates in 1938
and 1939 AD. In the year after its issuance,
i.e. in 1939 AD, World War Il began, and the
British government in India collected rupees
to support the silver reserve. The 1939 rupee is
considered a rare rupee in all issues.

Orbits & Inscriptions
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Author: Abdullah Jassim Al Mutairi

The UAE was founded on an approach based on
economicvisionsthatprecededitstime,itsrulersknewthe
importance of the economic and developmental aspect
since ancient times, and they believed that establishing
a country could not be strong and coherent unless it was
based on a solid economy. This is what was established
through monetary circulation in the country since the

Currencies Used in the UAE

until the Issuance

days before the blessed UAE union, through a number
of currencies and coins that were adopted at that time,
until the UAE federation produced the first circulation of
alocal currency in the UAE dirham. We review the history
of those currencies that were in circulation in various eras
from the history of the Emirates, until the emergence of
the first version of the UAE dirham.

Indian Rupee

1) The Austrian Thaler was used in the UAE during
. the reign of Queen Maria Teresa in the years
Austrian ¢ R '
1780 to 1835, and it remained in use until the
Thaler establishment of the East India Company.
(2) The first India-British Rupee used in the UAE in
British the years 1835-1840 is the Rupee of William IV.

Victoria Queen

Rupee 1840
in the UAE.

This is Queen Victoria's first rupee. Issued by
(3) the East India Company to the Queen, it is
without a crown. Used from 1840 to 1861, it is
the second East India Company coin to be used

10
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productions differ in terms of depth and
specialization in the heritage material,
some of them drew near the goal, some
were far away, others were in the middle
way. Such disparity between productions
is observed in terms of the academic
dimension and depth, the scientific
methodology and the adopted modern
methods of writing, documentation and
chronicling. Despite all these variations,
such productions in heritage are more of
an enrichment for it.

Local Researchers

Bin Seray emphasized that the
local researchers are more emotionally
attached to the heritage of their family
and country, more easily accepted
among narrators,and in a better position
to understand its dimensions. However,
local researchers are not necessarily
the best in terms of withholding
some important issues in the national
heritage that are considered - from their
viewpoints - too trivial to be studied
or documented. Besides, as a result of
constant coexistence and familiarity,
and drive by the love to their country’s

judli_

Shahenda by Rashid Abdullah

Tales from the Emirates

heritage, they might be biased.
Dr.Hamad stressed that the local
researchers are the most capable
to study their community and
heritage, provided that they
avoid negativity and adhere to
objectivity and impartiality.

Four Sections for Heritage
Study:
Bin Seray added that studies,

UAE’s people are the most capable to study their heritage, provided
neutrality and objectivity

The lectures presented and the books printed support and elevate
the country’s heritage

Bin Huwaireb honoring Bin Seray

research and articles on heritage

in the UAE are divided into four sections:
- First: short articles published in
cultural
interested
Large publications
general research works on specific
heritage topics that do not adhere
to the generally accepted academic

newspapers, magazines, or

magazines in heritage.

- Second: and

requirements such as documentation,
scrutiny and analysis.
- Third: Semi-academic publications
whose authors are concerned with the
academic curriculum.
- Fourth: Academic publications, such
novels, stories and tales based on local
heritage assets, presenting the UAE's
heritage to the generations
through a story, atale oranovel.
He cited examples of important
novels that include a history
of the details of life in the Gulf,
and a literary document for
observers of the development
of cultural stages in the UAE.
These
“Shahenda’, a novel by Mr.
Rashid Abdullah Al-Nuaimi,

include the

UAE's former Minister of Foreign Affairs.
Another example is “Tales from the
Emirates,” by Professor Hassan Abdul
Rahman Al-Marzougqi, the book was
published in Arabic and English, and
included fifty stories written by female
students inspired by Emirati folk tales,
“Al Kharrif’, which  grandmothers
used to recount as bedtime stories.
Aysha Khamis Al Dhaheri's “Folk Tales
from Al Ain" published by Abu Dhabi
Department of Culture and Tourism is
also another publication that includes
27 stories that focus on the narratives of
women from the Al Ain region. A Final
example is “A Wave at the Door” by the
late researcher Ahmed Rashid Thani,
the book consists of 174 pages and it
is published in 2009 by the Abu Dhabi
Authority for Culture and Heritage.

Dr. Hamad Seray concluded by
talking about the heritage days and
festivals and their importance in the
revival and preservation of the Emirati
heritage, in addition to documenting
the oral history and its importance in
preserving the folklore.

Orbits & Inscriptions 9



At an evening titled
“UAFE’s Heritage ... An Identity and A History” at JBHSC

Hamad bin Seray calls for preserving heritage
by including it in school curricula

Orbits & Inscriptions

Researcher Dr. Hamad Mohammed
bin Seray, Professor of History and
Archeology at the College of Humanities
and Social Sciences at the UAE University,
emphasized on the necessity of preserving
Emirati heritage, and instilling it in the
hearts of children, by teaching it in the
school curricula. Bin Seray said that such
important process requires everyone
to play a role; researchers and scholars
should take the initiative to benefit from
previous generations of living ancestors to
record and document history by meeting
the living parents and grandparents and
recording their historical accounts.

A Group Picture from the Session

Hosted by the Jamal Bin Huwaireb
Studies Center JBHSC, the evening titled
“UAE's Heritage .. An Identity and A
History”, was started by researcher and
historian Jamal bin Huwaireb, CEO of
the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Knowledge Foundation who introduced
Dr. Hamad Seray. Among the audience
was a lineup of researchers, scholars
and media professionals including
Professor Mohamed Rashad, President
of the Arab Publishers Association in
Cairo, Dr. Rafia Ghubash, the Founder
of The Women's Museum, writer
Shehab Ghanem, researcher Abdullah
bin Jassim Al-Mutairi, Khaled Al-Jallaf,
Jumaa bin Thalith, Awad bin Mejren,
and Mohamed Derradji, Consul General
of Algeria in Dubai.

Writers but not Historians

The lecturer gave an interesting
presentation on how to preserve the
Emirati heritage, stressing that our
devotion is in our history, and our
identity is in our heritage, so how do we
preserve it, and how we present it after
four decades, interspersed with several
different publications, released by writers
who are not historians, and researchers
who are not academics.

Four decades of time have witnessed
many changes, withall their prosand cons,
and many perceptions and visions, some
of which have been studied and some
have receded, but all that is presented
in terms of lectures and seminars, and
what is printed and distributed in terms
of publications and literature, and what

is provided by specialized centers and
institutes, will support and elevate the
country’s heritage.

Early Publications

Bin Seray said, we can say that
the publications in the field of Emirati
heritage documentation had humble
- somewhat late - beginnings and were
carried out by early pioneers in 1980s
and 1990s, including the late Sheikh
Ahmed bin Hassan Al-Khazraji, Dr. Hasan
Qayed Subaihi, Abdullah Abdul Rahman,
Dr. Falih Handhal, Mr. Obaid Rashid bin
Sandal and Najeeb Al Shamsi. Later,
more publications followed and with
time, writing on this important topic
flourished and pioneers in this field
emerged. However, practical and written
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for the ancient family trees that we inherited from our
ancestors, or for what people have known in the genealogy
in Sharia and science. Those who are fascinated by DNA
without knowledge should leave it to the experts of this
field and not build judgments established on ignorance.
If specialized scientists - who seek no profit as some
companies do - developed this science and got closer to the
truth, then the results of DNA in genealogy can be sought
after, but it should not be taken as a matter of certainty.

Fifth Stop

| was asked a lot about the credibility of DNA testing
companies and how they were formed? | mentioned
previously that these tests could be right or wrong. It was
proved by experience that if a person sends his sample to
several companies, he may obtain different results, which
indicates that these companies do not standardize their
tests, yielding different results. This actually questions the
credibility of these companies, although some people still
believe in them, either out of scientific research or driven
by curiosity.

Sixth Stop

When | was examining the samples of Arabs from
famous tribes in the Arabian Gulf, | found that their lineages
are different, so | used to attribute that to mutations, and
sometimes | say it’s an error from the examining company,
and | must re-examine or send the samples to other
companies. Then after reading hundreds of studies on this
topic | found myself in scientific mazes. | finally reached a
conclusion that these tests are nothing but conjectures that
cannot be relied upon, and money shouldn’t be wasted on
them because these companies are after profit only.

We may also refer to researcher Fayez Al Badrani who
advocated the DNA tests in their early days and when there
was a lot of confusion, misperception and questioning of
the genealogy, he wrote an article published in the Saudi

- T m—'.
A—“-;.""-“i-f?..w&.{]jﬁ
I (Y B
4 sl i Ak i A
R, e W s 3104 6t e
N ST o i s
.:u#;::.-ﬁ,rh'? £ Upt ikl s
R P (BN 0 s
) P g AE el ki) ~ ol rada
] T PN Ll e A Kt )
f.:a,uén.-.:;&q;m rhis i
T et |
| fgv'};.jm..up..u
Fana
..'.-"}';'

3 kAl T UL L
Lo s fip s LB
s i) Db s g L ot
DTN R PP T T
a2 L B K
'Egh;'-{g::guﬂ_‘t‘l—;‘f#ﬁ"\‘.’wll

i 3
7

w
i

3
L

e b o
s
hln.

R et

[14
Py

Historic Family Tree

Al-Jazeera newspaper on June 6, 2016, and we quote from
this article the following:

“It has become clear that the J1, E, T, J2, C and G strains
are all ancient strains in the Arabian Peninsula, and all of
them have ancient Arab descendants belonging to them.
The J1 strain and its sub-strains can be traced to ancient
Arab strains concentrated in Yemen and Arabia, and have a
wide spread in Iraq, the Levant and Central Asia, and some
of its sub-strains came to Arabia at a later time.

jamal@jbhsc.ae
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makes any research in this field unsubstantiated.

For this reason, genealogy researchers considered DNA
the answer to their queries, and they began to speculate
about it, its origins and branches and they differed greatly
so they propsed several times the type of Arab DNA and
later changed their opinion, then they reached dead ends
so they altered their conclusions many times during the
past years.

Second Stop
If you ask one of those who delves into the science of
DNA and advocates for his researches in it: have you studied
DNA? Do you have a degree in it? Most likely his answer will
be no! So how can people who have no knowledge or study
in this field claim to be references in it and argue regarding
the genealogies of tribes with undoubted certainty?

Third Stop

Examination companies do not agree on one result, so
when you send one sample to more than one company,
you will be surprised that the results are different; this
undermines the authenticity of such tests. The famous
American TV show “60 minutes” conducted experiments
on this subject, and sent a sample of a woman to three
companies working in the field of DNA, shockingly they
have three different results.

As such, these endeavors, including mine, were mere
shots in the dark, advocating the DNA after trusting it
thinking it would unveil all mysteries of our lineages and
Arab lineages and answer many questions. But as the
days went by | put samples of revered Arab individuals to
test, and | was surprised that their samples traced back
to non-Arabs. | found myself in an unenviable situation,
as those whom | examined insisted that | send them their
results. Some results came as mine, other results proved
to be unfavorably incompatible with the findings of the
amateurs who trespassed into this art without knowledge

and classified people as they wish. So, | decided not to
send these results to anyone and to discard them forever,
and | have been advising everyone to leave this field to its

specialized experts.

Fourth Stop

An individual of the Hashemite dynasty who are known
for the family trees they inherited from their ancestors, once
told me sadly: my DNA test result proved that | am no longer
aHashemite descendant. | asked him, under which category
did they place you? He said: the Arabs, but from Kinanah! |
laughed and said: Aren’t the Hashemites also from Kinanah!
It is for such reason and for many reasons that | advise
everyone who belongs to Bani Hashem owning authentic
family trees to stay away from the nonsense of DNA, to hold
tide to these family trees and to pay no attention to DNA
techniques.

There is no Alternative for the Family Trees
Based on the above, the DNA cannot be a substitute

Orbits & Inscriptions 5



DNA

Between Rejection and
Acceptance in Genealogy

I've asked DNA specialists several times: is this science
reliable in genealogy? Their opinions differed, but they
often conclude that it has some validity. | say: as long as the
examination maybe right or wrong, this - according to scholars
- is speculation, and speculation does not count as truth; this
is why | disregarded such conjecture. | have collected samples
from the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Kuwait for 11 years.
| studied and analysed them, then decided to abandon DNA
testing for many reasons, | will mention some of them in
this article, citing the scientists’ opinions. My articles about
this topic aim to clarify the truth and stop the delusion that
pervaded the Gulf societies, putting members of ancient
tribes and families in a quandary due to the many mazes
they entered without knowledge. Hence, | will make stops in
my article in order to enrich knowledge and benefit from the
dialogue.

Jamal Bin Huwaireb
Chief Editor

First Stop

DNA has multiple uses, some of which benefit security, health
and other sciences, and for some reason people were fascinated by
this science hoping to know their distant origins. Here, | will only
tackle the opinions of Arab researchers.

Researchers in the history of the Arab genealogy resorted to
DNA science when they could not find answers to their questions;
due to the lack of genealogy documentation and its interruption
since the eighth century AH, since the Turkish occupation, which
brought the Arabs into the darkness of ignorance. In addition to the
disappearance of names of old tribes such as Abs, Taghlib and other
tribes for unknown reasons. Additionally, new names, that were
unknown in the first genealogical books of Arab tribes emerged, such
as Subay, Utayba and Mateer, and families and tribal subfractions got
mixed together. Moreover, a great geographical change occurred,
altogether brining genealogy researchers to frustration. This was
mentioned by many researchers, including Sheikh Hamad Al-Jasser,
who published many researches and responses in his journal. Some
researchers criticized his genealogy research as unsubstantiated. As
a matter of fact, the lack of documentation of ancient genealogy

4 Issue No. (34 - 35) February- March (2021)




iy

Jamal Bin Howaireb Studies Center

Lislami @
o0 bl doss
aupell dslllg aulilly Cilill
cuyyadllg pudllg Ggillg

;jS3all Ciloss @

duell Jouall ilwlys @

awladl guwall il daladll il Lyl ®

Gyl G849 Ayilg ASLEDI 5 Cuyalai
Gilpoigog yajles ©
aillg Gndll @

eyl i yadnal] g

1 > ; .ﬁ.
Glpllg aglillg sl iS jslgig eml Jouid dole diiSo .

OpSaallg clusill jLs aabaiwl @
siopis) & siso ®

«yligdig iljlao» jSpoll dlao @

Jualgill

0097143940309

Jbhscae [@)Jbhscae @& Jbhscae [ Jbhsc AE



| " Janﬁl Bin HuWwaireh
- stionger Together: |

. AToleotwiston

Jamal Bin Howaireb Studies Center




g—s-mcé\-d‘ oy dﬁ-‘-"(‘-é-‘u-"'
C—"'-'u—"u-‘-*-md*bu-“us-‘-'
@_a..m J.\Luﬂ Y Jl_a-J.H el
C"“("‘ ;LM‘U.CM-GJGQ\SM
,.‘m yu‘Mt ‘,_o.aj.;.’l o adlg
c—us—ba S ! u-“"ﬁﬁ)—"'-'
c.@d!‘_,su.u.a.dt gLS.n..\.u.u ‘Ju-"
p—*—w ‘—‘-6-'(‘—'34:—“&9@-‘-'-'

I
-
.

4

S, 2a Ol AJ)UJ..\._AJ ub

3\

/o}‘}o

- o

Ju\—" Q_‘w‘,.aum.n‘,sml.&n
U:.);l;.).m:\_;,&t Al dag 2
C_uts @)L.m o2 _\.La.n_cg_wj

CJYH\_@J‘@_«AAH‘Q_LM

C_@muat\.abyaj JLQJ‘ w,;m
‘q.g.'ag_.n u..n 5;\3_33 ‘:x._@.«:-‘
..u-‘ e us_u ¥ 4_«.\.: US_u

u-*-‘ S ;\._!a.m aJLm.aJ‘ ‘_,.AL_:-
’; 3 o
OMLw u‘..\J-Y‘j A.Q.«S_u.ﬂ (S Y92

);é o um ‘d L;hm ;Ua.: ‘_,.Ya.a.t
\.4:-«.::‘3 u.ul.d‘ Uﬁ A.Lm U“ ((u‘n-\-@))
o‘.\.nj_' \.’[9-1.4 u\S ..\J ((u‘u-\-@»

I

44544 g}.ﬂ. o2 o..\_u JH p_‘j
CJ—“-" fah.\JY‘j L;)_Hj ‘.\;JL'
4.\.1\.4.44 ‘_,.;::./' Y u.u.a.uuns «u‘-.\.c:u»
cd-* o R =09 u—u—d'

4 /‘a//

)La.ﬂ u)a Uﬂ ST YV u'“"’"
M‘:H.ﬂ (>R e 4.“;45.' ((u‘n-\-dan))

zo\\

Gi9a (Bl sy
2021 Hu)la 26



